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PMA ‘goat’ pays ultimate 
price of justice in Moroland 


By Grace Cantal-Albasin 
PDIMindanao Bureau 


‘THE “GOAT” OF THE CLASS OF 1898 KNEW EX- 
actly what he would do when he got out of the 
Philippine Miltary Academy. 

Itdidn't matter that Paulman Sadat Tamano 
landed at the bottom of the list of PMA graduates 
that had earned him the class label. 


Mining probe body urges 
Lafayette license revoked 


By Christian V. Esguerra 
and Christine Gaylican 


SAYING IT WANTED TO SEND A STRONG MES- 
sage to investors that the Philippines was “not a 
nation of prostitutes,” a Malacafiang-formed 
commission yesterday urged the government to 
review a mining law that allows foreigners 100 
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Garduce makes it . 


triple treat for R 


First Everest conqueror Sir Hillary hails 


CES 


THEDREAM COMES TRUE for Romi Garduce (second from right, flanked by his Sherpa guides) at 11:20 a.m. Nepal time (1:20 pm. RP 
time), May 19. Witha record unmatched by any Flipino mountaineer, Garduce, according to his colleagues in the UP Mountaineers, 


played it cool, by not turning the Everest climb into a race to the top but keeping safety top of mind. 
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‘We were exhausted and hungry, but 
mountain forgiving and accepted us’ 


By Alcuin Papa 


EXHAUSTION, HUNGER AND THIRST 
stood in the way of Filipino moun- 
taineers Leo Oracion and Erwin “Pastor” 
Emata in their quest to conquer the 
inighty Everest. 

But the mountain was forgiving, and, 
in Emata's case, “favored” him. 
* "The trail was still fresh and my Sher- 
a guide and I had a difficult time. There. 
was thick snow and we had to fix the 


lines. We are lucky the mountain accept- 
ed us," Oracion told ABS-CBN last night 
in Filipino. 

Oracion reached the summit on 
Wednesday afternoon, the first Filipino 
to wave the Philippine flag on top of the 
world. 

He climbed for some 15 hours from 
Camp 4 (8,000 meters) before reaching 
the summit. 

Oracion encountered "traffic" on the 
‘way to the peak because he was climbing 


with a big number of mountaineers. His 
group was the first to make it to the sum- 
mit in this climbing season. 

"There was a delay because we had to 
wait for the Sherpas to fix the lines. I was 
the last person to reach the summit and 
the last one to leave," he said. 

The 8,000-meter-high point is consid- 
ered the Death Zone, where lack of oxy- 
gen combined with severe exhaustion 
begins to take a toll on a climber's body. 

WEWERE/AIT 


3 Filipinos 


AND  ROMI 
makes three. 

The Philippines’ most ac- 
complished mountaineer 
has achieved his dream and 
added Mt. Everest to his cap 
of accomplishments, cap- 
ping a banner wèek for Fil- 
ipino climbers. 


New Zealander Sir Edmund Hillary 
who first reached the peak of Everest 
with Sherpa Tenzing Norgay on May 29, 

1953, congratulated all three Filipin 

for their feat. 

“1 have nothing but the greatest re 
spect for the [Filipino] expedition, for 
the determination and the will to battle 
on and go to the summit,” Hillary 
now 87, said in an interview yes- 
terday with GMA 7. 

“My heartiest congratulations 
to Leo, Romi and Erwin for their success 
in getting to the top. Very good luck to 
them. They must have been strong and 
determined,” he said. 

Garduce, 37, made it to the top of the 
world’s highest mountain at 11:20 a.m. 
Nepal time (1:20 p.m. Philippine time) 
yesterday with the aid of oxygen despite 
deteriorating weather on Everest’ south 
side. 

He had made the trek back to Camp 4 
(8,000 meters or 26,000 feet) as of press 
time. Depending on the weather, he was 
expected to stay there overnight or head 
to Camp3. 

He will spend a day at Camp 2 today 
before returning to Everest’s Base Camp 
(5,400 meters or 17,700 feet) on Sunday. 

As he descended from the summit, 
Garduce sent out a strong message to 
other mountaineers wanting to scale the 
Everest: Itis not an impossible dream. 


GARDUCE 


Lucio Tan one of big donors behind climbers 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


RAISING MONEY IN A TROPICAL, THIRD. 
World country like the Philippines in order 
to climb the highest of the world's “Seven 
Summits” is as difficult as going to the top 
of Mt. Everest itself. 

‘This was how Arturo Valdez, leader of 
the first Philippine Mt. Everest expedition 
2007, described the challenges he and his 
team faced to convince corporate sponsors 
tobankroll every mountaineers dream. 

As late as mid-February this year, 


when Everest conquerors Leo Oracion 
and Erwin “Pastor” Emata were already 
acclimatizing in Nepal, Valdez and his 
team were still scrounging around in 
Manila for the much needed funds. 

With only a few weeks left before the 
team’s departure for Nepal, they were 
still short of cash to help pay for the Sher- 
pas or local climbing guides. 

As mandated by Nepal's law, all 
climbers scaling Mt. Everest must be ac- 
companied by Sherpas, who are not only 
familiar with the terrain but also help in 


THE KILLING CONTINUES 
Woman is 10th leftist activist slain in 2 weeks 


By Greg Refraccion. 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


BALANGA CITY—YET ANOTHER MEM- 
ber of a militant group, a woman, was 
felled by assassins here on Thursday. 

The dead woman was identified by 
Balanga police as Annaliza Abanador on 
the basis of the ID card found in her 
handbag, according to SPO4 Sonny 
David, The name was also confirmed by 
the woman's sister. 

But the Kilusan para sa Pambansang 
Demokrasya (KPD) identified her as An- 
na Liza Gandia, 35, who organized wom- 
en workers for the KPD affiliate 
Pagkakaisa ng Kababaihan in Bataan, 
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She left two children. 

Abanador was alone in the clothes and 
gift shop where she worked as a cashier 
when she was shot dead by two motorcy- 
cle-riding men armed with .45 cal. guns, 
a KPD report said yesterday. 

She was shot five times in the body, 
twice in the face, and once each in the 
nape and thigh, police said, citing autop- 
sy results, 

“Others have died from two or four 
bullets. But [the killers] made sure she 
wouldn't live," said Aurora Broquil, KPD 
chair in Central Luzon. 

“They've turned more brutal, They 
have no pity whatsoever,” Broquil said. 

Police said Abanador was attacked at 


carrying critical equipment and supplies. 

“Mr Valdez always told us about the dif- 
ficulty of finding partners for the climb,” 
said Iris Reyes, associate account director 
of Stratworks, a marketing and communi- 
cation agency which signed up as a parner 
of the expedition. “Most people could not 
grasp the fact why a Filipino would want 
to climb the world's highest mountain. The 
concept was not tangible and a lot felt that 
the expedition was too risky.” 

One of the few who immediately saw 
the significance of having the first Fil- 


4:30 p.m. but that a customer discovered 
her body about one-and-a-half hours lat- 
er 

Broquil said Abanador was the third 
KPD leader killed in Bataan in the last 
five months, after Irma "Cathy" Alcan- 
tara, KPD provincial secretary general, 
and Audie Lucero, Youth for Nationalism 
and Democracy provincial chair. 

She was the 10th victim of extrajudi- 
cial killing in two weeks, according to 
Robert de Castro, secretary general of 
the militant party-list group Bayan Mu- 
m. 


ipino climb Everest was taipan Lucio 
Tan. 

Tan's companies—Philippine Air- 
lines (which contributed roughly PS 
million worth of airline tickets for the. 
team) and Asia Brewery's Summit Nat- 
ural Drinking Water (P3 million in 
cash)—were among the expedition's 
most generous backers. 

When the team paid a courtesy call on 
the tycoon at his suite in Century Park 
Hotel in mid-February to thank him for 
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Macapagal-Arroyo took power in 2001. 

Broquil said the rising number of un- 
solved murders showed that the Arroyo 
administration was “inutile to stop the 
atrocities.” 

"This annihilation of any and all forms 
of opposition reveals that democracy 
and freedom are a farce. All laws and 
democratic institutions are an absurd 
guarantee,” she said. 

Dr. Francisco Nemenzo, former presi- 
dent of the University of the Philippines 
and now chair of the Laban ng Masa, 
condemned the murder of Abanador and 
called on junior military officers to stop 
the political killings. 
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GARDUCE 

has climbed 15. 
other mountains 
around the world 
including Cho-Oyu. 
(26,906 feet) in the 
Nepal-Tibet border 
in September. 


Speaking ina live interview over GMA 
networks “24 Oras” evening newscast, 
he said: “In behalf of the Pinoy summi- 
teers Leo (Oracion) and Pastor (Emata), 
we offer our success to the Filipino peo- 
ple as a symbol that the impossible 
dream is possible." 

Garduce said the summit was only 
about six square meters in area but was 
sloping. 

"There weren't much people up there 
because of the bad weather so there was 
space,” he said, referring to other 
climbers who reached the summit about 
the same time he did. 

Garduce said he was able to plant the 
Philippine flag atop Everest but had to 
pull it out soon after because leaving 
flags there was not allowed. 

He said he had lite time for picture tak 
ing, and had to take tums with seven other 
climbers so that he could have his picture. 
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From ‘Ehem’ 
to ‘Aha,’ primer for 
whistle-blowers 


By Volt Contreras 
and Armand N. Nocum 


BEFORE YOU WRITE THAT EXPOSE 
‘on your favorite corrupt "tong-gress- 
man,” get some insurance. 

‘The war on graft and corruption 
now comes with a suggested check- 
list for citizens who intend to 
Jaunch their own battles, according 
to an upcoming book called "Ahal A 
Whistleblower and Tipster's 
Primer.” 

‘To encourage more whis- 
tle-blowers to come forward and 
make them fee! they are not alone, 
"Aha!" a Jesuit-backed publication, 
offers tips on how these brave indi- 
viduals can prepare their exposés, 
find the right allies, and face the. 
pected risks. 

A preview of the book was pre- 
sented yesterday at a forum-work- 
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Jueteng back; STL blamed. ^»: 


PNP chief confirms resurgence of illegal numbers game | faces 


‘Thursday. 
by Trete Ors PDI rur ison De Amm Tues eee E CRATES 
} 


‘and Yolanda Sotelo-Fuertes, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau direct [Interior] Secretary 
[Ronaldo] Puno to act on this,” | By Armand N. Nocum 


iCAMP OLIVAS, PAMPANGA—GOOD-BYE, cg said, quoting Uy. 
D ; i “I only want one thing—that | ASTATE PROSECUTOR YES- 
jueteng; hello, jueteng. J f 3 jueteng not be allowed to return | terday recommended the fil- 
$ Director General Arturo Lomibao, chief of the SE We have lived peace- | ing of criminal charges 
2m i : 3 lly for one year without this,” | against the former live-in 
Philippine National Police, has confirmed the ae main A reise ia 
resurgence of jueteng operations in “various p expert Plinky Recto for al- 
places in Luzon,” and blames the return of illegal enda AE upie 
f é s Meanwhile, police have as- | In an &-page resolution, 
gambling on the operations of the Small Town sured STL operators of "unham- | State Prosecutor Hazel Dece- ; 
Lottery (STL) which started in March. pered” runs after the PCSO ac- | na-Valdez said there was prob- 
cused some local policemen of | able cause to charge Mag- 
“For [several] months, [there mark Acquisition Intemational Corp. " harassment. daleno M. Pena, the father of 
iere) no operations of jueteng, in Quezon City have been suspend- PCSO is bankrolling the STL | Rectos 2year-old son, with 
‘perhaps [the game] came back ed. Sun Cove Corp. and Novo Mega test runs in Luzon. domestic abuse for violating 
because of the operations of Gaming Corp. have not started their A police spokesperson said STL | the AntViolence Against 
STL," Lomibao told reporters af- test runs in Pampanga and Nueva is“unhampered in several test ar- | Women and Their Children 
Rer ‘yesterday's groundbreaking Ecija, respectively LOMIBAO PADACA asin Luzon.” Act” or Republic Act 9262. 
rites of the Pampanga polices ^ Lomibao also did not suggest Bur Senior Supt. Samuel Pagdi- | “After a careful and judicious 
camp at the provincial capitol. the need to stop STL- the total number of villages She said she was getting “frus- lao said the police had received | evaluation of the evidence at 
‘STL he said, was being used as The PNP stands to get S percent (2,004) in 14 towns. There were trated” and had stopped commu- reports that gambling operators | band, the undersigned find suf- 
^ front for jueteng The two oper. fom the 30 percent charity fund of 1,708 respondents in the survey nicating with Chief Supt. Jeffer- were aking advantage ftthesim- | ficient grounds to engender a 
don essere inilavides, ^ SIL It was not dear ifthe amount conducted in the first and second son Soriano, Cagayan Valley po- ilariiesbetweenSTLandjueteng | well-founded belief that an of- £ 
|| But in some raids, suspected was based on a per area income or week of May. lice director, who supposedly had to reintroduce the illegal num- | fense of violation of (RA No. 
'ueteng activities tumed out to be on the total charity fund contribut-  CruzsaidjuetenginPangesinan not acted on her demand to re- bers game. 9262) has been committed and 
legitimate STL operations, Lomibao ed by all license holders. is stil “low-key and in the process lieve Senior Supt. Oscar Fiesta of Pagdilao also raised the possi- | that respondent is probably i 
said, There was confusion because of re-establishing its roots.” his position as acting Isabela po- bility that some STL franchise | guilty thereof and should be 
STL license-holders had hired for- Jueteng survey He gave a copy of the survey to lice director. holders may “actually be engaged | held for trial,” Valdez said in the © 
mer jueteng collectors. In Pangasinan, a survey con- Supt. Noli Taliño, deputy provin- Soriano said he was “observing injuetengactvitesandwereonly | resolution. i 
mnibat did not describe the ex- ducted by the Krusada ng Bayan cial police director for operations, due process” before acting on using STLasa convenient cover” The DOJ prosecutor gave 
‘rent of jueteng operations. Neither Laban sa Sugal in areas covered who admitted that some “guerril- Padaca's request. This week, PCSO chair Sergio | credence to the “evident and 
ddidhe name the areas where theil- by the Lingayen-Dagupan Arch- la” operators were insistenton re- a, 5 Valencia said his office had re- | undisputed” facis that both the 
‘legal numbers game had retumed. diocese showed there was no activating jueteng in some towns. No jueteng in Isabela ceived reports that STL operators | complainant and the respon- 
f According to the latest reports jueteng collection or draws in Padaca said she had asked Is- were being harassed by police of- | dent were ina “dating relation- 
from the Philippine Charity Dagupan City, but the game was Help from GMA abela Rep. Edwin Uy to personal- ficersto discourage legal compe- | ship when the June 29, 2005 
‘Sweepstakes Office STLis run in slowly returning in 14 towns of Isabela Gov. Maria Gracia Cielo ly relay her request to Ms Arroyo tition with the illegal numbers | incident happened; and. that 
Angeles City by the Lake Tahoe the archdiocese. Padaca yesterday said she had for the removal of Fiesta and the game. complainant sustained injuries 
Gasing Corp. in Bataan by Sun. Lingayen-Dagupan Archbishop lost faith in the PNP and sought reinstatement of Senior Supt. “Initial reports submitted to | during the incident 
‘fet Bay Research and Marketing Oscar Cruz, national chair of the help from President Macapagal- Percival Barba. our police identify several police- | Pena earlier claimed that 
Group. in Bulacan by Diamond Krusada, said in the 381 villages Arroyo to stop the revived Padaca said she believed that men in partnership with local | Recto sustained her injuries 
Gaming and Research Center surveyed, jueteng wasfound tobe jueteng operations in her the asignment of Fiesta, former- gambling lords as those responsi, | in the course of struggle te 
Corp. in Quezon by Pirouette “rampant” in 130 villages, “mod- province. ly Soriano's chief of staff, to I- ble for the resurgence of | assaulthim, while he exerted 
Corp. in Occidental Mindoro by erate” in 173, “negligible” in 72 "Every time we want jueteng abela was purposely made to jueteng,” Valenciasaid. — With | efforts to mollify her He as- 
Royal Viva Research, and inLagu- and“noneatall"insixvillages. stopped, [do] we have to go to pave the way for the resurgence Luige A. del Puerto and Melvin | serted that complainant was 
gpa by Ramloid Corp. ‘Cruz said the surveyed villages _ Malacafiang? It's disgusting,” she of jueteng. Gascon, PDI Northern Luzon | theattackerand not himsel 
BSI operauBig AM bythe Bench: stepresented about 0 percent f^ said in RlipinoBOiZgeet “is ant Uy met withthe President on Bureau -witiniherir Bist cd rte 
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PMA ‘goat’ pays ultimate price of justice in Moroland 


From page Al Lake Lanao a beacon of light in The family of Tamano later hood friend of the Tamano children. 
the troubled region. brought double murder charges be- Mangurun denies the allega- 
‘This had actually given him a At 1:30 p.m. on Dec. 11, 2005, fore the City Prosecutor ‘of Cagayan tion as “mere fabrications.” He 
chance to say his piece to a rous- a fusillade from M16 Armalite ri- de Oro against Aminolah Mangu- likewise denies he owned the 
ing applause on graduation day, fies and cal. 45 pistols snuffed out run a former mayor of Kapai, a re- pickup truck the gunmen used in 
which coincided with the centen-  Tamano's dream. mote municipality in the hinterlands the assault on Tamano. 
nial celebration of the Philippine Gunmen aboard a Nissan Fron- of Lanao del Sur rich in timber. Shahlimar Tamano, brother of 
Revolution. tier pickup had overtaken Five others were named in the the slain officer, told the INquimen 
“It would be fitting for the Fil: Tamano’s Toyota Hilux near the charge sheet. Last month, the that Mangurun wanted to pro- 
ipino people to look back at their SM mall in Cagayan de Oro City prosecutor began a preliminary voke a "rido"—a bloody ritual of 
past and discover the things for and opened fire, sending his vehi- investigation of the case. "vengeance exacted for perceived 
them to face the future,” said the cle crashing onto a mahogany p. ,. insult or hurt. 
scion of a politically influential tree beside a concrete gutter. Fit of jealousy? Without outside intervention, 
Maranao family. Tamano, a 29-year-old first ‘The complaint says Mangurun, in such family conflicts—in a region 
Family and friends say his vi- lieutenant in the Army intelli. a fit of jealousy had Tamano mur- torn by revolts, communal vio- 
sion was to bring peace to Min- gence, and his aide, Pfc. NabralL. dered, suspecting he had an affair lence and tribal anime 
danao with his hometown of Bara, sustained multiple gunshot with his wife Rachmah, the incum- — ties—could rage for generations. 
Marawi at the edge of the lovely wounds and died on the spot. bent Kapai mayor. She was a child- Tamano came from a conserva- 
tive Muslim family 


more for the people of Lanao.” 

The high cost of justice has per- 
petrated a vicious cycle of vio- 
lence and lawlessness in Min- 
danao, he laments. It is a losing 
battle particularly in the Tamano 
home province of Lanao del Sur. 

In Marawi, there's only limited 
Jobs available in government of- 
fices and the Mindanao State Uni- 
versity. Young men gravitate 
around politicians who act pretty 
much like warlords. 

Slights are settled out of 
courts, in an eye for an eye, a 
tooth for a tooth mode. 

A strapping bachelor, Tamano 
had served as an aide to adefense 
2 undersecretary upon his gradua- 

5 n that has stood for “Sadat was made to join the tion fom the academy. B 
Tambak ba ang kailangang i-memorize niya? | peace and service to militarynotbecause we wantwar He later went to inteligence 
Gerh ing hand wi Memo Pus Gl Cruci peer a d LIU 
pelli rardan Pik T ther had announced that to ev- going on combat missions against 
bi " l Muere ree ree reni ind lucation secretary eryone," said Shahlimar. insurgents in Negros and Mindanao. 


a 


NE pa moas esurire deed in the Autonomous And so, the family has decided He received numerous awards 


Mese Pie Gi a iar Eidos rbd beens sud dnd Region in Muslim to go through normal judicial for outstanding service, in dis- 
ies ty be Ces eui ean os rn is Mindanao. Shahli channels in seeking justice for mantling rebel strongholds and 
mirnih aeia pon er rper A mar is a director in Tamano to set an example, in busting a huge drug network that 
reo months. For maintenance, be ed dos s one capsa a day sera mes the Department of spite of provocations. operated out of Mindanao. 
Tourism. Shahlimar referred to the re- In confronting Moro insurgents, 
geod He was named af- cent strafing of an uncle's house “there'sa hesitation on his part, but 
a BE ter assassinated inTugayatowninLlanaodelSur he was determined to make a dif- 
oe Egyptian President “This is part of a continuing ference,” said his PMA classmate. 
o ALEMATE ARSENEAMMOEDNESS Anwar Sadat—a man struggle to show the Maranaosthat “That was his style. [lend my men 
AND FORGETFULNESS known as a peace- thesystem works,” said Shahlimar. to war I am a Muslim fighting 
* REDUCE ANXIETY AND STRESS maker, who shared |, n against a Muslim, but Lam doing this. 
+ DECREASE SENILITY AND THE the 1978 Nobel Peace High cost of justice for the good of the country,” he said. 
EFFECTS OF AGING Prize with Israeli But going through that judicial ‘The “goat” of PMA was far 
* MAINTAIN GENERAL WELL-BEING Prime Minister Men- process is proving costly and te- from reaching his vision but his 
Davenben achem Beginfortheir dious, said Shahlimar "We are family is seeing to it that justice 
efforts to bring peace nota poor family, but we are hav- will be served in the way that he 
to the Middle East. ing a hard time financially. What has conceived it. 
His family could x ž 
not be goaded to ex- Eh 
gaea From ‘Ehem ... 
saysa PMA classmate 
who requested that FrompageAl rest of Luzon, the Visayas, Min- 
his name not be used danao from October to December 
because of the sensi- Shop at the Asian Institute of 2005. 
tive position he occu. Management in Makati City. The sessions drew “insights, 
pied inthe military. One ofthe speakers was Dr. Ron- suggestions, concerns” from a to- 
nie Amorado, national coordi- tal of 263 respondents and partic- 
nator of the “Ehem! Aha!” joint ipants, a third of whom have had 
project between the Office of actual experience as whis- 
the Ombudsman and the Soci- te-blowers in government or the 
ety of Jesus. private sector, while the rest were 
‘Would-be crusaders, according involved in anti-graft advocacies. 
to “Ahal” should take the follow- Once published, “Aha!” will be 
ing steps before rushing in: distributed for free to interested 
'* Secure original or certified parties, Amorado said. The 
true copies ofdocuments; include planned first printing targets at 
pictures, maps, news clippings, if least 1,000 copies. 
necessary. Reproduce them and The “Ahal” project was sup- 
give copies to trusted friends and ported by grants from the United 
family members. States Agency for International 
* Be ready with dossiers or Development (USAID). 
curriculum vitae of the n 
Sel epeoplein BIR rewards informers 
* Start keeping a journal or The Bureau of Internal Rev- 
diary for the names, dates and enue has also launched an in- 
other details of the malpractice former's reward program. 
being observed. Under the program, informers 
* Have a security plan; this would receive a reward equiva- 
may involve finding a safe house lent to 10 percent of the tax that 
or an alternative address espe- would be collected from the sus- 
cially for the whistle-blowers pected taxevader. 
loved ones. “Provide us information that will 
* Change your routine and stand in court and we will go after 
travel routes as a counter-surveil- them for tax evasion,” said BIR As- 
lance measure. sistant Commissioner Aida Simbo- 
* Report to the police, rioina briefing of the BIRS Run Af- 
lawyers, priests, or friends amy ter Tax Evaders (RATE) at the De- 
threats received; have it "blot. partmentof Justice yesterday. 
tered” if necessary. "We have an informer’ reward 
* Prepare financial contin- program so if they feel discon- 
gency for eventual legal cases. tented and they have an informa- 
e Approach sources offreele- tion, they should come to the 
> "6 474 gal aid; link up with other whis- BIR's spree n divi- 
mm ; AXES tle-blowers; connect with credi- sion or the enforcement service 
Bili na ng TREME MAGIC SING ^'^ ' Bie responsible media entities. — and provide us the information,” 
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GMA foes discuss impeach rap in secret meet 


By Michael Lim Ubac 


THE OPPOSITION WILL TRY ONCE 
more to unseat President Macapagal- 
Arroyo through the only legal route af- 
forded it by the Constitution—the im- 
peachment process. 

Opposition leaders, in a secret meet- 
ing lasting four hours at the house of 
Deputy Minority Leader Ronaldo 
Zamora in Quezon City late Thursday, 
finally put in motion what could be 
their final hurrah in their bid to throw 
out the Malacafiang occupant. 

They unanimously decided to back 
the decision of the House minority led by 
Sorsogon Rep. Francis Escudero reached 
‘Monday to attempt to impeach anew Ms 
Arroyo on the still-unresolved question 
of the legitimacy of her presidency. 

“Our message to Executive Secretary 
Eduardo Ermita is, be prepared to turn 


over the presidency to the next presi- 
dent,” said a confident Taguig-Pateros 
Rep. Alan Peter Cayetano, also a House 
deputy minority leader, 

But the House majority, apparently 
having sniffed the move, challenged the 
opposition to cut the talk and just bring 
on the new impeachment complaint. 

House Majority Leader Prospero No- 
grales said yesterday allies of the Presi- 
dent in the House expected the im- 
peachment drive to be “another futile 
exercise for lack of basis and en- 
dorsers.” 

Nograles and Rep. Prospero Pichay 
Jr. also advised the opposition not to 
equate the impeachment to a mere 
numbers game without regard to the 
complaints’ form and substance. 

Nograles said if the opposition be- 
lieved that impeachment would be a 
mere numbers game, “then it was obvi- 


ous that the majority would win be- 
cause they have the numbers and they 
need not read or study the impeach- 
ment complaint anymore.” 

"We will just oppose impeachment as 
a party matter, being with the majority 
coalition," he said. 

Zamora and Cayetano will reconstitute 
the defunct impeachment team which suf- 
fered an embarrassing defeat in Sept. 
2005 when allies of Ms Arroyo pulverized 
the three impeachment complaints filed 
against her for "lack of merit.” 

The opposition will keep the public 
guessing about the specific impeach- 
ment complaint. “We agreed to have a 
self-imposed silence for a month, or un- 
til the impeachment case is filed, on any- 
thing that has to do with impeachment 
strategy and content," said Cayetano. 

He stressed that the filing of an im- 
peachment complaint was "not the be- 


all and end-all of being oppositionist 
but it's the only constitutional process 
of holding the President accountable." 

Cayetano refused to identify those 
present in the meeting. 

However, reliable sources identified 
them as Escudero, Zamora, Teofisto 
Guingona III, party-list lawmakers from 
Bayan Muna and Akbayan, Dinky Soli- 
man, Butch Abad and Nely Nicolas of 
the so-called Hyatt 10, officials of the 
Black and White Movement, Makati 
Mayor Jejomar Binay and former Vice 
President Teofisto Guingona. 

Critics of Ms Arroyo in the Senate 
sent representatives, other than for one 
senator whom Cayetano refused to 
identify. 

The widow of the late presidential 
candidate Fernando Poe Jr, Ms Susan 
Roces, was reported to have sent close 
friend Marichu Maceda on her behalf. 
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Cops confirm 


abduction of 
Bayan member 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


THE MAKATI POLICE YESTERDAY 
confirmed the abduction of a member 
of the party-list group Bayan Muna 
who was reported missing Thursday 
morning. 

Senior Supt. Marietto Valerio, Makati 
police chief, yesterday said that Rolando 
Ralla Porter a known veteran of the First 
Quarter Storm, was indeed abducted 
around noon in Makati City on May 16, 

“We have already confirmed it. The 
relatives do not know what happened, 
But we already have witnesses who 
saw whgt happened, and our opera- 
tives af@sull out getting statements,” 
Valerio told the INQUIRER. 

The abduction was not reported to 
the police station and became only 
known when Bayan Muna broke the 
news of Porters disappearance on 
Thursday morning. 

Bayan Muna said that based on an 
eyewitness’ account three men forced 
Porter into a waiting L300 van with li 
cense plate No. WAA-201 as he was 
buying prepaid “load” for his mobile 
phone at a sari-sari store at the corner. 
San Rafael and Sacramento streets in 
Barangay Olympia, a short walk away 
from his house. 

he witness had told Porters half 
‘brother, Mario Bravo, thatthe men were 
jn plain clothes and identified them- 
Selves as police officers. 

Investigators, however, have yet to 
get leads on Porter's location, as well 
as the identity of his captors. 

Valerio said the top priority for the 
police right now was to look for the 
missing activist who was the latest to 
be added to the growing list of mili 
tants who have either been abducted 
or killed. 

Makati Mayor Jejomar Binay has 
directed the police to get to the bot- 
tom of Porter's abduction, saying resi- 
dents were alarmed by the incident 
and the shooting of his political ally. 

On March 29, Edilmar Pancipane, a 
former barangay council member 
who was known to be an ally of the 
mayor, was shot by unidentified gun- 
men along H. Santos Street in Baran- 
gay Tejeros. 

“They are alarmed because these 
incidents, which had been previously 
reported in the provinces, are not oc- 
“curring in Makati,” said Binay in a 
fstatement, referring to the previous 
cases of abduction or deaths of ac- 
tivists and known oppositionists out- 
‘side Metro Manila. 
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Legislated Cha-cha illegal, says ‘Sigaw’ leader 


By Norman Bordadora 


‘THE LEADER OF THE COALITION PUSH- 
ing for a people's initiative for Charter 
change yesterday said the Senate's pre- 
ferred mode of constitutional change was 
‘unconstitutional. 

Lawyer Raul Lambino, head of the multi 
sectoral coalition Sigaw ng Bayan, said that 
with the way things are going for Charter 
change in Congress, the most reliable mode 
for constitutional reforms would have to be 
his groups initiative campaign. 

Lambino said that the Senate's prefer- 


ence for constitutional amendments by 
way of a resolution approved by both 
houses of Congress is not according to the 
1987 Constitution and raises doubts on 
whether or not the Senate is already pre- 
pared to tackle Charter change. 

"The proposal after a caucus of the 
Senate panel on constitutional amend- 
ments is the lowest form of double-deal- 
ing, which reveals the true nature of the. 
Senate," Lambino said in a statement 

Lambino said the Article 6 of the Con- 
stitution—the one that defines Congress’ 
legislative powers—does not cover con- 


stitutional amendments, which is a task 
not bound by the ordinary rules and pro- 
cedures of legislating laws. 

He said the only way Congress can pro- 
pose amendments is by convening itself 
intoa constituent body as stated in Article 
17 of the Constitution. 

“Because of this duplicitous behavior 
by our honorable senators, the people's 
initiative remains the most Feasible, most 
democratic option to amend the 1987 
Charter and replace our bicameral presi- 
dential system with a unicameral parlia- 
mentary government,” Lambino said, 


The people's initiative being pushed for 
by Lambino, however, also faces legal ob- 
stacles being cited by anti-Charter change 
groups. The country’s law on initiative 
has been declared insufficient by the 
Supreme Court in 1998, 

Sigaw ng Bayan has reported the verifi- 
cation of the almost nine million signa 
tures already gathered in the people's 
tiative signature campaign. 

Lambino said that as of last Wednes- 
day, local election officials have already 


the country's 213 congressional districts. 


Woman is 10th ... 


FrompageAl 


"The idealistic young officers 
should live up to their avowed duty as 
defenders of the people and take the. 
necessary steps to gain a heroic image 
for their profession,” Nemenzo said in 
a statement, 

He said the governments claim 
that the killings were a result of inter- 
nal purges in leftist organizations was 
mere propaganda. 


Time and trust 

In an interview yesterday at the 
Pampanga capitol, Philippine Nation- 
al Police Director. General Arturo 
Lomibao called on militant groups to 
give the PNP's Task Force Usig time 
and trust to do its work. 

The task force was formed to look 
into the wave of political killings. 

"Let us give it time to show if it is 
credible enough in the eyes of the 
public, because investigation boils 
down to evidence and witnesses,” 
Lomibao said. 

“If there is no evidence or witness, 
investigation cannot proceed. So half 
of the solution rests on civilians," he 
said. 

Lomibao said the impatience and 
distrust of militant groups were un- 
derstandable. 

"[But] if they believe in the demo- 
cratic system, which means due pro- 
cess, they should give the task force. 
time to do its job. in the final analysis, 
if they are not satisfied, they can try 
other means,” he said. 


Little progress 

In Manila, PNP Deputy Director 
General Avelino Razon Jr. said Task 
Force Usig was making little progress 
in getting the cooperation of militant. 
groups whose key leaders had been 
targeted for assassination. 

“There are some groups that have 


‘manifested their support, and [other] 
groups that continue to be doubtful 
and quizzical about [its] objectives," 
he said when asked how far his task 
force had gone in soliciting the help 
of leftist groups. 

Razon said coordination between 
the PNP and the sectoral groups was 
being established at the regional and 
national levels, but that there had 
been no word from the ground on ef- 
forts to touch base with militant orga- 
nizations. 

‘According to data provided by the 
task force, 93 of the 122 party-list 
members killed since Ms Arroyo as- 
sumed power in 2001 were from 
Bayan Muna, and the rest from 
Anakpawis, Gabriela and other party- 
list groups. 

Militants had earlier said they 
would prefer the Church, the Senate 
or even the United Nations to conduct. 
the investigation. 

But Razon said one skeptical 
group, Karapatan, appeared to be 
‘opening up to the idea of cooperating 
with the police. 

“One group that, we were told, had a 
change of heart is Karapatan. It is 
thinking of bringing the cases to the 
PNB but itis also considering Congress, 
the Commission on Human Rights, and 
other forums,” Razon said. 


Lack of witnesses 

One of the problems identified by 
the task force as to why cases re- 
mained unsolved was the lack of wit- 
ness 

“We'd like to assure [the militants] 
that the creation of Task Force Usig 
[was intended for the conduct of] a 
thorough investigation, to get to the 
bottom of all these cases and to leave 
no stone unturned," Razon said. With 
reports from Tonette Orejas, PDI 
Central Luzon Desk; Luige A. del 
Puerto in Manila 
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Filing of murder cases 


not enough, 


By Norman Bordadora 


A PRESS FREEDOM WATCHDOG GROUP 
has disputed President Macapagal-Arroyo's 
declaration that most of the killings of jour- 
nalists in the country have already been 
solved. 

In a letter to Ms Arroyo dated May 15, the 
New York-based Committee to Protect Jour- 
malists told the President that the filing of 
murder charges against suspects did not 
‘mean the killings have already been solved. 

“Simply filing a murder case is not the same 
as solving it," said CPJ executive director Ann 
Cooper in the group's letter, copies of which 
were given to US Senators Richard Lugar and 
Joseph Biden, a host of international press ad- 
vocacy groups and Philippine Ambassador to 
‘Washington Albert del Rosario, 

“Denying the problem of impunity for 


GMA told 


killers of journalists does a great disservice to 
the Philippine press and to the families of the 
slain journalists. As an organization dedicat- 
ed to defending our colleagues worldwide, 
we urge you to ensure the arrest, trial and 
conviction of those responsible for killing 
Philippine journalists," Cooper added. 

‘The CPJ's retort comes in the walte of the. 
Philippine government's answer to Lugar'sin- 
quiries about the state of press freedom in the 
country in light of the series of killings that 
earned the country the tag of most murderous 
country for journalists in 2005. 

Presidential spokesperson Ignacio Bunye 
and the Philippine National Police have denied 
that a culture of impunity against media per- 
sons existed in the country. Bunye also said 
majority of the journalists slays had already 
been solved, while the PNP claimed that 39 of 
49 killings had already been solved. 


Mining probe body urges... 


From page Al 


operations of Australia's Lafayette Mining 
Ltd. on Rapu-Rapu island, Albay. 

The Rapu-Rapu fact-finding commission 
headed by Sorsogon Bishop Arturo Bastes 
called on the government to cancel the envi- 
ronmental compliance certificate issued to 
two companies of the Lafayette Group, and 
for a moratorium on mining on the island. 

Ttalso asked the government to "review the 
Philippine mining act, specifically the provi- 
sion on the ownership and management of 
mining firms and operations,” Reuters news 
agency said, quoting from what it said was an 
advance copy of the report. 


Over-reaction 

Lafayette company president and chief ex- 
ecutive officer Carlos Dominguez said the 
panels recommendation was an "over-reac- 
tion” to the environment incidents on Ra- 
pu-Rapu. 

"With respect to their findings, itis in mybe- 
lief that it has been exceedingly harsh and un- 
forgiving considering that the incidents have 
been minor,” Dominguez told the INgumer. 

Dominguez asked what would happen to 
the 1,000 employees of the mines and to the 
economic benefits for the local community on 
the island if the Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources followed the commis- 
sion’s recommendation. 

“We hope the DENR would also consider 
the opinion of the Sangguniang Barangay, the 
municipal and provincial governments 
there,” headded. 


Dissenting view 

Commission vice chair Charles Avila said in 
a press conference: "This country is not a na- 
tion of prostitutes—that's the message that 
we want to get to investors.” 

"The mining Industry is very promising if 
we do it properly by not sacrificing the envi- 
ronment and the people's health.” 

One of the nine members of the commis- 
sion refused to sign the 169-page final report, 
saying he disagreed with some of its conclu- 
sions. 

“Iam unable to affix my signature to the fi 
nal report of the commission as 1 disagree 
with a number of its findings and recommen- 
dations,” commissioner Gregorio Tabuena 
wrote Bastes, “| also feel that the commission 
has gone beyond its mandate." 


Mining output 

In its report, the commission asked the Bu- 
reau of Internal Revenue to investigate the 
Lafayette Group “for underreporting of 
ore/processed ore production and violations 
of tax laws." 

Tt asked the government to order the com- 
pany to “pay back all back taxes equivalent to 
those waived because of incentives/privileges 
for the whole duration of their mining opera- 
tions.” 

"The commission found supposed discrep- 
acies between the amount of gold ore the 
Rapu-Rapu Minerals Inc. (RRMI) reported to 
the DENRS Mines and Geosciences Bureau 
Region (67,693 metric tons) and the 
amount the company reported to the commis- 
sion (136,180 metric tons). 


Lafayette’s side 

"The excise tax paid by the RRMI is proba- 
bly only half of what it ought to pay the na- 
tional government,” the commission said. 

The commission also noted an alleged 
forgery of a town council's signature in a reso- 
ution endorsing Rapu-Rapu as an ecozone, 

Answering the commission's claim about 
discrepancies in the firm's gold ore reports, 


RRM!’s legal counsel Bayani Agabin said what 
the company reported to the MGB was "con- 
sistent” with what it reported to the commis- 
sion. 

On the alleged tax deficiencies, Agabin said 
the “wrong formula” must have been used in 
computing the amount of gold ore that had 
been mined. 


Present proof 

‘Agabin said the fitm was aware of allega- 
tions about forgery in the ecozone certifica- 
tion resolution “but that is an allegation that 
has yet to be proven." 

“You cannot simply cancel a permit based 
on a simple allegation, That is why we have 
the courts,” Agabin said. “Somebody accuses 
someone of rape. That is just an accusation. 
You still have to go to court to prove it.” 

He said the company had admitted there 
had been lapses in operations "but these were 
minor and all the remedial measures had 
been completed.” 


DENR scored 

Mining operations on Rapu-Rapu drew 
headlines following two tailings spills in Oc- 
tober last year which reportedly led to 
fishkills and affected the fishing industry. 

“The discharged tailings and effluents do 
not only carry cyanide but other toxic heavy 
metals as shown in subsequent studies 
made,” the commission said. 

The commission scored the DENR for al- 
lowing the company to resume operations six 
days after the first incident. 

“Lafayette had no emergency mechanism 
to stop or mitigate this kind of incident," it 
said, 

‘The commission said: “It was also negli 
gent of the MGB officials who were coinciden- 
tally in the area on the day of the tailings inci 
dent and who conducted an on-the-spot in- 
vestigation when they failed to impose imme- 
diate remediation measures on the mining 
company.” 


Reyes will have last say 

Dominguez said Lafayette would immedi- 
ately meet with the Pollution Abjudication 
Board and show proof that the company 
should be allowed a test run. 

"The burden of deciding whether we 
should be allowed to run will solely rest on 
(Environment) Secretary (Angelo) Reyes,” he 
said 

He said that the company had paid dearly 
enough when it was fined more than P10 mil- 
lion and that more than P400 milljon had 
been spent to put up necessary remedial mea- 
sures in the area to prevent any environmen- 
tal disasters in the future, 

The mine is the first in the Philippines to be 
developed by a foreign company in almost 
four decades and has so far yielded 2,500 
‘ounces of gold. 

‘The Chamber of Mines of the Philippines 
said it believed that the government would be 
fair and consider the best scenario for the Ra- 
pu-Rapu Polymetallic Mines of Lafayette. 


Respect findings but... 

“We respect their findings but it is just one. 
opinion. We have presented a separate inde- 
pendent study that the DENR and Mala- 
cañang should also consider in making their 
final verdict for the Rapu-Rapu project," 
Chamber of Mines president Benjamin Philip 
G. Romualdez said. 

He noted that the Bastes report did not 
tackle any issue on ownership and the indus- 
try had remained steadfast in its stand that 
any review that would strengthen the Philip- 
pine Mining Law was a welcome develop- 
ment for the industry. 
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Navy to start eviction of overstaying officers today 


THE PHILIPPINE NAVY WILL START TO- 
day the eviction of 56 overstaying senior 
officers from their quarters in Fort Boni- 
facio despite strong resistance from 
some who have asked the courts to stop 
their eviction. 

“We will push through with the evic- 
tion at 7 a.m." said Navy spokesman 
Capt. Geronimo Malabanan. 

He said those who promised to volun- 


What slay 
plot? Senga 
asks Gonzales 


By Dona Z. Pazzibugan 
and Luige A. del Puerto 


ARMED FORCES CHIEF OF STAFF GEN. GEN- 
'eroso Senga yesterday dismissed the claim of Na- 
tional Security Adviser Norberto Gonzales of a com- 
munist plot to assassinate President MacapagalAr- 
Toyo, Cabinet officials and opposition leaders. 

Senga said he has not heard of an alleged 
deployment of a New People's Army hit squad. 
in Metro Manila. 

But the police are taking no chances. 

The Metro Manila Police have created spe- 
cial units to track down the alleged commu- 
nist hit squad. 

The teams would be deployed to areas in the 
capital where these hitmen would most likely 
be staying, according to Director Vidal Querol. 

“This is one big concern, especially ifthe re- 
port comes from the Secretary of National Se- 
curity Agency, who is the highest security offi 
cial,” Querol said. 

‘The head of the Presidential Security Group, 
Brig. Gen. Delfin Bangit would also not confirm 
Gonzales’ claim, which Bangit said was based on 
ld information that has not been verified. 

"We don't have that information... 1 have not 
seen such report mentioned by the National Secu- 
rity Adviser, but we continue to be vigilant,” Senga 
told reporters in Camp Aguinaldo yesterday. 

He refused to comment on Gonzales claim. 
^1 cannot make an assessment. We have not 
seen the report," he said. 

“The revelation of Secretary Gonzales was 
based on information available to them... And be- 
cause of that, as far as the PSG is concemed, we 
are also reviewing the same report,” Bangit said. 


tarily leave would be given a few days 
consideration. 

“Those who did not signify their inten- 
tion to voluntarily leave are the primary 
targets of the eviction teams,” Mala- 
banan said. 

As of yesterday, Malabanan said 29 of- 
ficers have sent word to the Navy leader- 
ship of their willingness to vacate their 


which they have been occupying for the 
last decade at least. 

But the rest have decided to put up a 
fight and have asked for a temporary re- 
straining order from the Makati and 
Pasig regional trial courts. 

Malabanan said Navy chief Vice Admiral 
Mateo Mayuga is open to “negotiate” with 
the retired officers, but on the condition 


quarters at the Bonifacio Naval Station 


thatthey withdraw their petition for TRO. 


He said two commodores promised to 
leave ifno TRO was issued by the courts. 

The Armed Forces of the Philippines 
insists that these quarters are still mili- 
tary property. 

“These officers knew from the very 
start that the houses they are squatting 
into were erected by the AFP for active 
officers. By shamelessly taking undue 
advantages over their subordinates, 


nior officers and underclassmen, these 
retired officers have manifested a sincere 
lack of sense of honor and ungentleman- 
ly conduct not worth emulating,” th 
AFP said in a statement, 

AFP Chief of Staff Gen. Generoso Serl- 
ga said they are serious about evicting 
their former superiors, but he stopped 
short of accusing them of ‘ungentleman- 
ly conduet.” Maielle Montayre 
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‘5th Week of Easter 
Bernardine of Siena 
1st Reading: Acts 16: 
Gospel: John 15:18-21 
Jesus said to his disciples, “If the world 


hates you, remember that the world hated me | 


before you. This would not be so if you be- 
longed to the world, because the world loves 
its own. But you are not of the world since I 
have chosen you from the world; because of 
this the world hates you. 

“Remember what I told you: the servant is 
not greater than his master; if they persecut- 
ed me, they will persecute you, too. Have 
they kept my teaching? Will they then keep 
yours? All this they will do to you for the sake 
of my name because they do not know the 
One who sent me.” 

Commentary 

Paul meets Timothy and together they 
preach, and the Church grows stronger. 
And they travel, accepted in some places 
and rejected in others. The Good News of 
Jesus is the only thing they bring and leave. 
behind them. Jesus tells the disciples that 
we will be hated by certain groups in the 
world, but in this we are just like our mas- 
ter. We will be harried and our words disre- 
spected, just as they were disrespectful of 
Jesus. But we are to make sure that rejec- 
tion comes because ofthe gospel and not be- 
cause of our actions or scandal in the com- 
munity. 
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hosts for 1st time festival of ‘theater for all’ 


By Belinda Olivares-Cunanan instutionsaround the world—to Corneliu Dumitriou, a Rumanian, Indis, while Santiago City in ls- teract with Singapore, and the graph the magnificently sculpted 
the World Festival of Drama and Cecile Guidote Alvarez, exec- abela, under Mayor Amelita speculation is that he's biased for slopes of the world's most perfect 
WHAT WASA GROUP OF DRAMA- Schools. wtive director of the National Navarro, will interact with the that city as it’s also clean and cone, Mayon Volcano. 
tists from Burkina Fasso doing in ` Commission on Culture and the University of Cape Town's drama green. A 
Muñoz City in Nueva Ecija, known RP hosts for first time Arts and ITI Philippines presi- department, Davao City, seat of Ateneo de Choirs 
as the Science Center of Central Lu- The festival from May 16 to dent, and mass media communi- Around 12 schools in Isabela, Davao, has specifically asked to Tn all these cultural exchanges. 
zon? May 31 is a major event of the cations professor Nick Lizaso, the led by the La Sallette Universit host the Faculty of Dramatic & of the 31st Unesco-ITI World 
The visiting dramatists from 31st Unesco-International The- festival director. will participate in the exchange Music Arts of Teheran University Congress, surely one of the most 
the Center for Training and Re- ater Institute (ITD World The 11 participating RP cities and draw observers from all over in Iran, possibly due to its strong awaited events will be the inter- 
Search in Live Performing Artsin Congress with the Philippines were chosen for the strong pres- the Cagayan Valley Muslim population, But ob- action of heavenly voices be- 
Sakina Passo conducted drama hosting for the first time in the ence of educational institutions Legaspi City will interact with servers will come from as far as tween our very own Loboc Choir 
workshop on classical and indige- — ITI's 58 years. and a heavy cultural flavor and the Shanghai Theater Academy General Santos City and Davao of Bohol and the famed Chimalli 
nously African works for faculty ‘The Philippines won the bid to tradition in their respective re- of China, with whom it's current- Oriental. Choir of Mexico right in Loboc, 
and students from Muñoz and host the biennial world cultural gions. Lizaso stressed that there ly working out a sister-city rela- — . Bohol, The Chimalli Choir was 
other towns and cities of Nueva olympics at the 30st Congress in will be an average of seven tionship. Students of the Bicol Link to the world formed by children from the 
Ecija. ‘Tampico, in the state of Tamauli- schools participating per region. University will show off the leg- In addition to the on-the-spot Meced Program, identified in a 
But where in the world is Burk- pas, Mexico, two years ago. Teseasy to see how greata cultur- ends of Mayon in dance and dra- cultural exchanges in these 11 re- brochure as “children in especial- 
ina Fasso? Formerly known asthe The World Drama Festival here al boon this will be for the faculty ma, but observers wil come from gionsaround the country,oureul- ly difficult circumstances." Once 
Upper Volta, itis a small land. appears to have been patterned and students around thecountry. Naga and Iriga cities as well as ture and tourism will get a big they have been incorporated into 
locked country in West Africa of after the recently concluded : ‘Sorsogon. boost. On Wednesday night, all of this program, these Mexican kids 
about 10 million people, which Southeast Asian Games here. The Peruvians to Vigan M P them were simultaneously linked are given health care and educa- 
used to be part of the French pro- cultural events are being dis- — For instance, locos Sur Gov. Fireworks for Rumanians ^ up with their respective visitor tion to improve the quality of life. 
tectorate. tributed around the countryinor- Chavit Singson brought aboard Cagayan de Oro City seat of countries from all over the world It was then that the idea of cre- 
Tis clear across the other side der to maximize cultural expo- his private plane dramatists from Xavier University, will receive the by webcast, as they commenced ating a state choir arose, as a re- 
ofthe world. But for threedaysits sure both among the host and the National School for Dramatic National University of Dramaand the cultural performances. sult of which auditions were held 
Visiting dramatists, whose official guest cities, instead of confining Arts of Lima, Peru, in South FilmofRumania, whichisnamed Moreover, each foreign delega- in each of the 15 municipalities 
language is French, were feted by them only to the capital. ‘America, for a vibrant cultural in- after LL. Caragiale, a famous Ru- tion will be filming its experi- involved. 450 children were se- 
Muñoz officialdom, led by Muñoz The visiting dramatists will teraction. Singson assured thePe- manian actor. Students from as ences in its assigned region and lected to form 14 municipal 
Mayor Nestor Alvarez, and the conduct workshops on drama ruvians that there would be no far as Iligan City and Bukidnon all of these films will be compiled choirs, and out of these, another 
townsfolk to characteristic Fil- skills development and method- need for Spanish interpreters for are expected to participate there, at the Unesco headquarters in 50 were chosen for the Chimalli 
ipino hospitality and a generous ology in 11 assigned cities, while them, as this ever-loyal colonial and Misamis Oriental Gov. Oscar Paris and for world distribution, Choir. 
display of native talents. their hosts will treat them to a city has preserved its generous Moreno is preparing a fireworks 5 > " 
cultural fare along distinctly in- share of Hispanic culture. show the Rumanians may never. World heritage sites GMA dinner for delegates 
Exchange of cultures digenous themes. Another city with a rich His- have seen before. Each delegation will be taken, From Loboc both choirs will be 
In turn, the townspeople treat- » panic past, Zamboanga City, will llolo City will host the after the cultural interaction, toa brought to Manila to sing at the 
ed them to a cultural fare that in- Regional workshops put its fabled chabacano, an in- Karpenko-Kary Kyiv National distinct World Heritage Sitehere. dinner to be tendered by Presi- 
cluded interpretative dances These regional workshops and teresting pidgin Spanish that’s University of Theater, Cinema For instance, the South Africa dent Macapagal-Arroyo at Mala- 
from the Central Luzon State Uni- exchanges will bein addition tothe bound to shock and awe the His- and Television of the Ukraine drama group will be taken from cañang for the congress delegates 
versity woven around the theme several workshops being held in panic world, to good use when it with the University of San Isabela to Banaue to view the on May 22 evening, and the open- 
of planting and harvesting ofrice, various schools in Metro Manila by hosts the theater faculty of Ver- Agustin in the lead. world-famed Ifugao Rice Ter- ing of the Leaders’ Forum, to be 
‘as well as from the Bungkos Palay leading foreign drama professors, acruzana University of Mexico. . x races, before motoring to Manila. led by Unesco Executive Director 
Dance Troupe of Mayor. Nestor. actors and stage directors. " Bias for Singapore The Ukranian group will visit the Keichiro Matsuura. 
Alvarez, The theme of a “Theater for Baguio, Isabela Puerto Princesa City will inter- beautiful Miag-Ao Church in Hoi-’ The interaction between the 
The African drarhatists are parts, All” along the lines of cultural di- Baguio, with its dense concen- act with the Theater Department lo, while the Singapore group will Loboc and Chimalli Choirs alone 
‘of the 150 or so foreign partici- versity arid'art as-a tool for social ' tration of schools, led by the UP “from Nanyang Academy of Fine” be treated to the Underground would make the entire congress 
pants—mainly top university fac- . development was conceptualized and St. Louis University, will host Arts of Singapore. Mayor Edward River in Palawan. well worth the effort and ex- 


tty and students from 12 drama’ by Unescó education chair Dr. the National School of Drama of Hagedorn specifically chesesoin- The Chinese will get to photo- pense 


Garduce makes it triple treat for RP — | Aer Time mag, Gonzalez 


FrompageAl 3 Topas del: “mountaineers. ble,” isa vents ire on TV reporters 


snapped. E A the “Only on Wednesday, Leo Ora- Garduce, a-native of Balañga, 

Garduce spoke intai: ponés thi eee = don became the fi st Filipino to Bataan, has scaled many moun- | AFTER PUTTING A. TIME the President. The threat, he 
patch from Camp 4 on' er set foot on the summit of Everest. <tains—Aconcagua in South | magazine correspondent*on , said, prompted the police to 
slopes arte ota E ?Oré.Thursday, Erwin. “Pastor” America (6,962 metérs or 22,842 the watch list, Justice Secre:: provide him with a bullet- 

“This is a symbol that Pa Fi- Emata followed suit. g feet), Kilimanjaro in” Africa |. tary Raul Gonzalez yesterday t, proof car. 
ipino can {do it]. This is-not the  ascent«in a radio message: "Rue, (5,895 meters or 19,400 feet), El- vented his ire or; some televi- ` * “Iam at loss as to the media 
last time that we will achieve ex- nasa summit na ako. Yoohoof" AtBase Camp brus in Russia (5,642 meters or | sion „reporters for- taking value that can be gained from 
traordinary things." p Oracion and Emata, both 18,499 feet) and Cho-Oyuin the | video footages of his;bullet- exposing my security vehicle 

But Everest would not be his Garduce: No turningback members of the First Philippine Himalayan range (8,201 meters | proof car. to the public at large except 
last adventure, Garduce said. Garduce, an IT manager, also Mt. Everest Expedition (FPMEE), or 26,906 feet). "Are some media groups in- that it had given important 

"Maybe afer two or three said strong winds and snow were jubilantly returned to Base Camp The first three are part of the | tentionally exposing my per. leads to those people who are 
months (of rest), I was thinking buffeting the peak. yesterday at around 4 p.m. Nepal Seven Summits, or the highest son to possible assassination?” monitoring my movements,” 
that, next time, I might try the According to moumteverestnet, time, ABS-CBN reported. peaksin each of the continents. Gonzalez asked. he said. 

South Pole or the Sahara," he said, members of an Italian expedition Emata was ahead of Oracion, Everest also belongs to this list. He castigated reporters On Thursday, Gonzalez or- 
referring to the icy Antarctica re. headed for the summit said they but waited for the latter so they and is the dream of every moun- | and cameramen of Channels dered Time correspondent Nel- 
gion and to the world’s largest hot were turning back to Camp 4 at could enter Base Camp together. = taineer. 2,7 and 5 for “exposing me" ly Sindayen placed under the 
desert in northern Africa. around midnight of Friday Nepal They were heartily welcomed  Cho-Oyu is the sixth highest | to people said to be outto kill watch list of the Bureau of Im- 

Garduce said he encountered time because of strong winds. by FPMEE co-leader Arturo mountain in the world, him. migration to compel her to re- 
strong winds on the South side of — Burtheyssidotherteams were Valdez and other members who Mountaineers whohavescaled | On Thursday the DOJ chief veal those behind the alleged 
the Everest and the effort lefthim pushing on, including Alpine As- had served as support team. alltheSeven Summits areconsid- | bared an alleged plan by leftist Feb, 24 coup attempt. Armand 
exhausted. cent, a US-based commercial ex- TheFPMEE said the entire team ered world-class. groups to assassinate him and N. Nocum) 

“We had a bit of bad luck in our pedition, and Garduce. was preparing to descend from the Garduce has climbed and 
climb because since last night, But around 4 a.m. yesterday Khumbu region, and would depart trekked on 15 other mountain 
around 9:30 p.m. Nepal time, the Nepal time, the weather report- for Manila before month's end. ranges around the world since and having safety in mind. Thisis ly. 
wind was blowing hard,” he said, edly started to clear and someex- In a statement, the FPMEE ex- the 1990s—a record unmatched only the beginning. We are glad The rival networks had de- 
speaking in Filipi peditions set off in another push tended congratulations to Gar- by any other Filipino moun- Romi and the other two climbers ployed crews that gave 

He said the wind blew hard for for the summit. duce, saying "the Pinoy Everest taineer. are all safe and that nothing bad blow-by-blow accounts of the 
hours. ‘The other night and early yes- expeditions would not have been He has been a member of the happened to them,” said UPM climbs. 

“We didn't know ifwe were go- terday, the weather at the Base complete withouthis success.” University of the Philippines memberNinoyLeyran. Yesterday, while GMA 7 broke 
ing to have clear weather at all,” Camp also deteriorated, cutting i Mountaineers since 1991, and is into regular news to announce 
he said, “Bur we had to try forit off radio contact between Gar- Many mountains an expert diver and adventure Principal sponsors Garduce's achievement, 
(thesummit) and we gotit”  duceand his support team. “After Leo and Pastor's symbol- racer The climbs of Oracion and ABS-CBN largely ignored it, in- 

Garduce said the route to the But the weather cleared later, ic back-to-back triumphs on Mt. “The UP Mountaineers Emata on one hand and of Gar- stead carrying live coverage of 
South Summit and the climb up the until his feat was confirmed Everest... Romi's successful sum- proud and happy of Romis ac- duce on the other were principal- Oracion and Emata's descent 
vertically steep and dangerous through radio. mit ascent only proves that the complishment. He did itthe UPM ly funded by broadcast networks from Everest, With an AFP re- 
Hillary Step close to the top, where — ‘Itwasa 1-2-3 finish for Filipino Filipino can achieve the imposi- way by not treating it as a race ABS-CBN and GMA 7, respective- port 


Correction 
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a story on Page 
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e’re now at the top! f: = 


the complete name of 
the representative of 
Aurora. The congress- 
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Anti-graft project launched 


AN ANTI-CORRUPTION PROJECT FUNDED 
by the International Development Fund of the 
World Bank will reduce corruption opportuni- 
ties through systems reforms in various gov- 
ernment transactions, according to the chair 
of the Presidential Anti-Graft Commission, 

PAGC Chair Constancia P de Guzman made 
the optimistic prediction following the kick- 
off meeting on the project in Malacafiang on 
Tuesday 

‘The project, funded by a $300,000 grant from 
the World Bank, aims to strengthen Intemal Au- 
dit Units in the government. It will be imple- 
mented by PAGC with the assistance of SGV & 
Co. for an eight-month period at a total cost of at 


‘They included 11 from the national govern- 
ment agencies, one from constitutional bod- 
ies, and two from the local government units, 

"The agencies included the Office of the 
President and the departments of public 
works and highways (DPWH), health (DOH), 
education (DepEd), defense (DND) including 
‘Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) and 
Philippine National Police (PNP), interior and 
local government (DILG), agriculture (DA), 
budget, and social welfare. 

De Guzman said, “When fully implement- 
ed, the project is expected to reduce corrup- 
tion opportunities in various government 
transactions through systems reform.” 
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The project has 
three components—a 
quality assessment of 
the internal audit 
function; the devel- 
‘opment of a quality 
assurance program 
for internal audi 
units; and the devel- 
opment of an internal 
audit manual, 

The kick-off meet- 
ing was intended to 
facilitate coordina- 
tion during project 
implementation and 
was attended by rep- 
resentatives of 14 of 
the 15 agencies and 
projet partners. 
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What it takes to bea mountaineer 


By Delfin T. Mallari Jr. 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


LUCENA CITY—WHAT DOES IT 
take to bea mountaineer? 
Fitness is the first and essential 
requirement, according to Noel 
Suministrado, a mountaineer 
from Quezon province. 
“One must be physically fit to 
tackle long walks, steep climbs and 
Jeg-busting descents, and to carry 
back-breaking loads," he said. 
A pastor of the United Church 
of Christ of the Philippines, Sum- 
inistrado described mountain- 
climbing as also a test of one's 
mental acumen. 
"One must have common sense, 
sensitivity and good decision- 
making skills that can be achieved 
through dedicated training and 
years of actual climbs," said Sum- 
inistrado, who started to climb 
mountains in 1992. 
He cited the importance of a 
genuine concern for the environ- 
ment, summing it up in the popu- 
lar traveler's adage, "Take nothing 
but pictures, kill nothing but time, 
leave nothing but footprints.” 
‘The Protestant pastor who also 
teaches theology helped found 
the Tayabas Mountaineers, which 
is based in Tayabas town at the imp 
foot of Mt. Banahaw. SUMMITRY: Leo Oracion in the video footage he takes at the top of the world where he plants the Philippine flag. GARS Cho 
In 1994, the Mountaineering ^ 
Federation ofthe Philippines held rope knots, among many others. life and death up in the moun- wherein one would need carabin- — Helhedhisfirsttasteofalpine Baños, Laguna; Mt. Halcon in Ba- 
its annual climb and congress in “We received our training from tains,” hesaid. ers, harnesses and passive and ac- climbing in the French and Swiss co, Oriental Mindoro; Mt. Maku. 
Banahaw de Tayabas. the University of the Philippines A good set of climbing equip- tive protection gear. Alps, and climbed the rocky Tors lot in Cuenca, Batangas; Tinan- 
" 2 Mountaineers and have since ment costs around P30,000, ac- In 1995, Suministrado went in- in Port Hills in Christchurch, New dog limestone wall along the Ma- 
Don’t scrimp on gear then scaled peaks here and cording to Suministrado, “it de- to rock climbing and established Zealand. harlika Highway in Atimonan;? 
Suministrado warned that a abroad,” hesaid. pends on the brand,” he said, and routes at Tinandog Wall in Baran- z " and Pinagbanderahan, also in? 
beginner should notbe too fastto Suministrado said itwesimper- rattled off other required gear gay Tinandog, Atimonan, 165  Othersitesto climb Atimonan. 
hit the mountain trail. ative to use equipment—tents, such as mountaineering stoves kilometers south of Manila. With the government's tempo- ^ He issued the reminder thaty 
He said a beginner should be parkas, backpacks and boots—that and cooking sets, ropes and “Since then, various climbers rary closure of Banahaw to these places had rules and poli- 
able to master basic mountaineer- have been tested for mountain use. sleeping bags. here and abroad have scaled this trekkers to pave the way foritsre- cies on trekking and climbing. 
ing courses like equipment famil- “One must be willing to spend Suministrado said the expenses limestone beauty,” he said. habilitation, Suministrado identi- He said climbers should secure. 
japzation, compass reading, on these. Scrimping on equip- would get more steep if one ven-  Suminisuado has also climbed fied other mountains and places proper permits from local author-a 
wilderness travel, first aid and ment may test the line between tured into technical rockclimbing, mountains abroad. to climb, like Mt. Makiling in Los, ities before venturing out. 
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From page At 

PAls and Summits sponsorships, 
Valdez sounded out his team’s cash 
problems regarding the hiring of 
Sherpas. 

‘Tan obliged by handing out an ad- 
ditional P1 million cash, which meant 
the expedition was a go. 

Regie Pablo, the expedition's team 
coordinator, told the Inquirer that the 
team was initially surprised why Tan 
had taken so much interest in the ex- 
pedition, 

But after sitting down with the 
tycoon for two hours that day, 
Pablo said the team members real- 
ized that Tan shared their passion 
for climbing the world’s tallest 
peak. 

‘When asked why he was support- 
ing their cause, Tan said that if he 
were younger he, too, would have 
dreamt of scaling the Everest. 


A nation's pride 

Tan also felt that the expedition 
was a"a matter of national pride.” 

“We were impressed with his ex- 
tensive knowledge of geography, es- 
pecially the little known tidbits about 
Mt. Everest, Nepal and Tibet,” said 
Pablo. “We were told that he rarely 
sits down and talk with people he 
does not know.” 

Pablo said that during the meeting, 
‘Tan told them: “Let's do it for the coun- 
try. Id like to see the Philippine flag 
waving at the summit of Mt. Everest. 
Make the Philippines proud.” 


Each climber costs $65,000 
“The permit to climb alone would 


cost you $70,000 for a minimum of 7 
people,” said Pablo. 


acts Tan one of bi 


Although he could not say what the 
budget of the expedition was, Pablo 
said a commercial climb—where 
climbers are pooled and make their 
ascent together—costs $65,000 each 
and this would include the fees for 
the Sherpas, food and oxygen. 

Aside from PAL, Summit, Stratworks 
and ABS-CBN Broadcasting Corp. (me- 
dia coverage and communication equip- 
mend, the expedition’s backers were 
Coleman (climbing and camping gear), 
Fitness First, Mozcom, Power Up, Med 
Central, National Sports Grille, the Rudy 
Project, Kodak and the Philippine Acci- 
dent Manager's Insurance. 

Tn contrast, the parallel climb of Ro- 
mi Garduce mounted by GMA Broad- 
casting Corp. had an easier time find- 
ing sponsors, probably because the 
overhead cost was lower and Valdez's 
team had already generated interest by 
the time the climb came to be seen asa. 
race between rival networks, according. 
toa GMA official 

Rikki Escudero, assistant vice pres- 
ident for GMAs news and public af- 
fairs, said its marketing team was 
quick in getting a full list of corp 
backers, such as North Face, My Ma: 
vel Teheebo, Caltex, Revicon, Summit 
Mineral Water, San Miguel Corp. I- 
MAX Theater and SM Cinema. 


Cost to GMA: PI3M 

Escudero said GMA alone forked 
out P13 million to bankroll Garduce's 
climb, not counting the uplink equip- 
ment used to communicate to the 
Everest base camp from the peak, 
"which costs us a pretty penny" 

She said the response to the Fil- 
ipino's conquest of Everest was amaz- 
ing. 


“We 
mountains here but every Filipino 
was touched by the coverage. It 
makes you proud to be a Filipino,” 
said Escudero. 

GMA was also approached by 
Valdez's team in 2004 but Escudero 
said: “We could not give them the 70- 
hour air time because back then, we 
didn't have QTV (another GMA TV 
station), unlike our rival,” Escudero 
said. 

GMAs opportunity came when 
North Face offered a tie-up for the 
climb of Garduce, which would cost 
P2.5 million. 

“Ir was an open and honest trans- 
action. He said when he comes back 
he will liquidate all expenses,” Escud- 
ero said. 


Covering history 

Escudero said it would be "simplis- 
tic" to say that the corporation's inter- 
est in the climb was merely for profit 
and prestige. "Ies meaningful history. 
As a network, you want to cover his- 
tory” Escudero said. 

The P13 million GMA spent for 
production and operation expens- 
es covered their crew's expenses, 
like airfares, accommodations, 
supplies, and $2,400 for three 
Sherpas. Not included was the 
amount they spent for special 
equipment, like C-Band uplink 
from London and a Thuraya satel- 
lite phone. 

The network also gave P2.5 million 
to North Face for Garduce’s expenses, 
like logistics, high risk insurance pre- 
miums, plane fare and equipment 
that was not provided by The North 
Face, as well as phone calls and food. 


‘We were exhausted and hungry ... 


From page Al 

But Oracion said the lack of oxygen. 
at that altitude was not the only fac- 
tor that made the ascent arduous. 

*T was exhausted, hungry, and there 
‘was nothing to drink. 1 had a hard time 
walking and I had to use my remaining 
energy to push for the summit. That was 
ali the energy Thad left,” he said. 

Emata, on the other hand, seemed 


2? 


4a aad 


to have been on a lark, reaching the 
top of Everest from Camp 4 in a litte 
more than seven hours. 

"It was very easy. The mountain fa- 
vored me. There was no difficulty at 
all,” he said. 

But on the way down, Emata said, 
his water supply dwindled to ice. 

“There was a strong wind from 
Camp 4. And the descent was harder 


Pistiré.and Ret 


than the climb up. But thank God for 
bringing us to safety" he said. 

Oracion and Emata thanked their 
compatriots for their successful climb. 
of Everest. 

“To all Filipinos, especially those 
who prayed for us, thank you and 
Mabuhay,” said Emata. 

“Our feat showed that if we unite, 
the Pinoy can,” said Oracion. 


SS um Was’ s 


he Subic Holiday Villas (SHV) is à 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


don't have snow-capped Theamounthasto be liquidated. 


Stratworks’ Reyes said the expedition was 


hopeful that the success of this expedition 
would generate enough mass to boost fund- 
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ing for the 2007 project of sending a full expe- 
dition (7 to 10 members) to climb the Everest 
using the North and South access. With a re- 
port from Alcuin Papa. 
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Of the planned 3-storey building to be con: 


ructed on the site, two (2) of them, 


namely: Villa Enrique and Villa Cecilia, with the 128 condominium units, will be inaugurated 


today, May 20, 20 


06, together with the Amenities Building, otherwise known as the Club 


House which houses such amenities as the mini-theatre, library, function room, business 
center, pharmacy and medical clinic, gymn and sauna, coffee shop, etc., as well as the 
swimming pool and all the land improvements within Phase I of the Project. 

SHV is an affiliate of the Philippine Retirement Authority (PRA). Buyers of a 1« 


Bedroom and bigger units will be entitled to a Special Resident Retiree’s Vi 


isa (SRRV) upon 


submission of the requirements. Notable among its benefits are-multiple entries tto and 
from the Philippines and indefinite stay in the country 
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foreign expatriates. As such, the Subic Holiday Villas will be providing first class home 


accommodation for foreigners and local 


well 
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SITE ADDRESS: Ge 


5546 (04 


Subic Bay Freeport Zone, Philippi 


M2PANEL  PACIFICPAINTS(BOYSEN)PHILS,INC. SUBIC CONCRETE CORPORATION 


KOTEN ENTERPRISES CO., INC. HILLMAN HARDWARE & DAVIES PAINTS 
Kuysen Enterprises KusinArt 


Redi Concrete, lnc. 


INQUIRER 


0116-2642 Vol. 21 No. 161 


Publisher Isacanı Yameor 
Editor in Chief Lerrv jmenez-Macsanoc 
Managing Editor Jose Ma. D. Notasco 
Associate Editor Aneranoo S. ULANDAY 
Associate Editor for Readership Rosato A. GARCELLANO 
[News Editor Artemio T. Engracia Ja. * Chief News Day Desk No B. PAUROM 
Opinion Editor Jonce V. Anuta 
National Editor PenGeNTINO B. BANDAYREL Ja. 
Senior Desk Editor Juan V. Sanmiento JR. 
Editorial Consultant AwanDo Dononna 
Chief Photographer Enne U. SARMIENTO 
Art & Design Director Lrwerr A. VALARIBA 


Board Chairman Manna R. Prieto 
President Arexanona PrieTo-ROMUALDEZ 
Executive Vice President Davib O. VaLoEs 
‘Senior Vice President for Sales and Marketing Renaro R. Remoso 
VP for Advertising Feure R. OLARTE 
AVP for Circulation Sanov Simon R. YAP 


Readers’ Advocate Lonna Kataw Tinot. 
m——— No. 97-890 Le. 342 


paeghsrezred. Expt pend tan opel Un pe Di hr ay beret or 
tuna omer bry nem rein daa erent wou rer wr emis. 


Stalemate 


M? AND ITS ALLIES IN THE HOUSE 


of Representatives have not given up their grand 

scheme to get back at the Senate for daring to as- 

Sert its rights and prerogatives, especially in investigating 

wrongdoing in the Arroyo administration. They have 

been trying to coerce, cajole and trick the Senate to coop- 

eiate in arranging its own death by supporting some 

quickie modes of amending the Constitution, like the so- 

called people's initiative, which would 

EDITORIAL have as the first item on the agenda the 
abolition of the Senate. 

In its latest attempt to make the Senate agree to Charter 
change, administration officials suggested that the Senate 
committee on constitutional amendments sit down with 
its House counterpart to discuss the matter. That hap- 
pened Tuesday when the senators, led by Senate President 
Franklin Drilon, attended the Legislative-Executive Devel- 
opment Advisory Council in what some people thought to 
mark the thawing of chilly relations between Malacafiang 
and the Senate following Drilon’s call for the resignation of 
President Macapagal-Arroyo in July last year. 

The next day, however, the Senate committee o.. consti- 
tutional amendments headed by Sen. Richard Gordon re- 
jected the idea of convening a constituent assembly to 
‘amend the Constitution. Gordon said that while the 1935 
Constitution mentioned ‘Congress convening as a con- 
stituent assembly to introduce amendments tothe Char; 
ter, the 1987 Constitution no longer prescribes that 
mode. Instead, the present Constitution merely says, "Any 
amendment to or revision of this Constitution may be 
proposed by Congress upon a vote of three-fourths of its 
members or a constitutional convention.” Gordon said 
this means that Congress can amend the Charter without 
formally convening as a constituent assembly. He pointed 
out that even the rules of the House of Representatives, 
governing amendments to the Charter, recognize this. 
One of those rules says that proposals to amend or revise 
the Constitution shall be done through a resolution 
“which may be filed at any time by any member.” 

Clear enough, and a lot simpler and faster than con- 
verting Congress to a constituent assembly. So why don’t 
the proponents of Charter change go for it? For one big 
reason: It’s unlikely that they can muster the needed 
three-fourths vote to get their amendments through the 
Senate, especially one that would establish a unicameral 
parliament that would have the effect of abolishing the 
Senate itself. Obviously, Malacafiang and its House allies 
think they would have a better chance of ramming their 
proposal through a constituent assembly, where the pro- 
administration majority hopes to swamp the opposition 
in both the House and the Senate. 

But even a constituent assembly—if it could be convened, 
in the first place—wouldn't guarantee smooth passage for 
the Cha-cha train. It would raise the still unresolved issue of 
how the voting will be conducted, with most senators insist- 
ing that the two houses of Congress must vote separately. It 
is a view supported by several constitutionalists who argue 
that if ordinary laws must go through the sieve of separate 
yoting by the two chambers, then the process of amending 
‘the fundamental law must have been designed to be more 
rigid by the framers of the Constitution—that is, with a re- 
quirement that Charter changes be approved by a three- 
fourths vote in each house. 

For all the noise they are making about getting the Cha- 
cha train on track and moving, the proponents of Charter 
change are finding themselves caught in a stalemate, 
with the Senate blocking every move they make. Why 
don't they begin a new game called constitutional con- 
vention? 


Immigration reform 


ROOPS DON'T MAKE AN IMMIGRATION POLICY, AND LAME 
ducks don't usually inspire a following. But if President Bush 
keeps the pressure on for the kind of comprehensive reform he 


talked about Monday night, a realistic immigration policy could re- 

sult. 

‘Yet the 6,000 National Guard troops Bush wants to send to the bor- 

der represent the only part of his immigration 

FOREIGN proposal he can control. The rest is up to 

Congress. 

COMMENT  Whars needed is comprehensive reform that 

includes a guest-worker program, tough work- 

place enforcement and eventual legalization for the current illegal 

population. Even without additional law enforcement, those strate- 

gies would help alleviate the chaos at the border by channeling work- 
ers into a legal, orderly process for entering the country. 

Bush's speech offered hope that he's willing, finally, to really push 

for comprehensive reform. Arizona Republic (Phoenix, Arizona) 
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JINGGOY ESTRADA WAS ORIGINALLY DE- 
tained as a co-principal with his father for the 
heinous offense of plunder but was later grant- 
ed bail on the ground, if I remember correctly, 
that he should be charged only as an accom- 
plice with the corresponding decrease in his 
possible penalty. 

This was supposed to be an application of 
Sec. 13 of the Bill of Rights providing as fol- 
lows: 

“All persons, except those charged with of- 
fenses punishable by reclusion perpetua when 
evidence of guilt is strong, shall, before convic- 
tion, be bailable by sufficient sureties, or be re- 
leased on recognizance as may be provided by 
law. The right to bail shall not be impaired 
even when the privilege of the writ of habeas 
corpus is suspended. Excessive bail shall not be 
required.” 

Rule 114, Sec. ofthe Rules of Court de- 
fines bail as “thes urity given for the release 
of a person in custody of the law, furnished by 
him or a bondsman, conditioned upon his ap-, 
pearance before any court as may be required.” 
Tt is a complement to. the also,constitutional, 
presumption of innocence and is intended to 
give the accused every opportunity to gather 
evidence to rebut the prosecution. 

(However, this will not be necessary if the 
prosecution is weak because the accused will 
be presumed innocent and accordingly acquit- 
ted.) 

The right to bail is available to every person 
accused of a crime except when he is charged 
with a heinous offense and evidence of his 
guilt is strong. The two conditions must concur 
to deny him this constitutional right that is 
available to all other accused not similarly situ- 
ated. 

Thus, if the possible penalty of the accused 
is reclusion perpetua or death but the evidence 
against him is not strong, he has the right to be 
granted bail. He will also be released on bail 
even if the evidence against him is strong as 


^ jé&t to the grant of bail on the ground 
«the crime charged regardless gl ihe weakness 


SEPARATE 
OPINION 


Isagani A. Cruz 


long as his possible penalty upon conviction is 
not reclusion perpetua or death. 

Erap is a detention prisoner because he is 
charged with the capital crime of plunder and. 
the evidence against him is considered strong. 
by the Sandiganbayan. He thus falls under the 
exception in Art. I, Sec. 13 of the Constitu- 
tion. If he were charged only with concubi- 
mage and the evidence against him was 
strong, or with the serious crime of rebellion 
but the evidence against him was weak, he 
would be out on bail joining the rallies against 
GMA. 


_Inatice, however, that many prosecutors gb- 


of the evidence against the accused. Many trial 
judges automatically agree and ignore the sec- 
‘ond requirement in the afore-quoted Sec 13. 
‘They obviously assume that the evidence 
against the accused is strong if he is charged 
with a heinous offense, but that is not what the 
Bill of Rights allows. 

Another rule that is often ignored rather 
than observed is that bail should be granted 
only where a personis in the custody of the law 
orat large. This means he isa detention prison- 
er. The practice, however, is to apply for bail 
even before a suspect is arrested and subjected 
to the indignity and inconvenience of confine- 
ment, however temporary, in a prison cell. 

In fact, “prison cell” is a misnomer in our 
crowded detention jails in the centers of popu- 
lation. The prisoners are jam-packed in small 
enclosures with hardly any space for lying 


down and sleeping. Even seating space is fot! 
hire to paying lessees. Although they are ent 
ded to the right to bail, they cannot afford 1l" 
and so must remai under detention while 
they wait to be tried. 

Their trials may take months and even years 
to conclude, often beyond the impobi, 
penalty forthe crimes they are alleged to ha Ñ 
committed. Some of them may become so acs 
cusomed to their confinement that they wil 
be reluctant to leave their comfortless premis 
es and their miserable company. i 

There are privileged prisoners, however; 
who are usually allowed to remain in the air! 
conditioned offices of the prison warde 
while waiting to be released on bail. They cani 
benefit from the prohibition against excessive. 
bail, which Justice Jackson of the US Supreriie 
Court described as "a teasing illusion liked 
munifcentbequestinapauperswill" — 7 

In one case, the accused was required I5" 
post bail in the amount of P1,195,200, whi 
be could noi raise. It was like giving with off, 
hand aiid taking back with the other hand inj 
clear violation of the Constitution. No wonder, 
the fellow simply escaped, probably by bribing, 
the prison guards. It was cheaper. 

One improvement of the present Constitu- 
tion is the retention of the right to bail evenify 
the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus is sus- 
pended. It was not so during the past despo-- 
tsm when Marcos indefinitely imprisoned 
many of his enemies who were denied retidf 
from the "great writ of liberty" by his "legit" 
mizing” Supreme Court. 

The sad note about the right to bail is that 
many potential convicts have availed themi- 
selves of the guaranty and deliberately made 
their trials move at a snail's pace while they ej- 
joy their liberty from the long but permissive, 
arm of the law they have violated. The courts 
should stop this flagrant abuse by speeding up 
the administration of justice, especially im 
criminal cases. 


Unpresidential appointments and dismissals 


IT IS BECOMING MORE AND MORE OBVIOUS 
that some of the more conspicuous appoint- 
ments and dismissals in government service 
that the President makes (she is directly respon- 
sible for the fate of some 11,000 government 
employees/officials) are based not so much on 
the best interest of the public, but more on other 
grounds, such as her own best interest. Her bit- 
terest critics would claim that all her other Pres- 
‘dential actions are made on the same basis; but 
given that in their eyes she can do no right, that 
claim has to be discounted. 

There are, however, enough glaring exam- 
ples of atrocious appointments and dismissals 
that would make even her most loyal support 
ers wince. Take the appointments of Virgilio 
Garcillano and Manuel Barcelona to the Com- 
mission on Elections (or, for that matter, of 
Benjamin Abalos Sr). The timing of those ap- 
pointments made a difference in the 2004 elec- 
tions. The President stubbornly ignored any 
and all objections to those appointments, and 
now she is paying heavily the price for her in- 
transigence. (Unfortunately, so is the Comelec 
in particular, and the country in general.) Her 
appointment of Ronnie Puno, (whose reputa- 
tion as an “influencer” of election results seems 
to be unrivalled) to the Department of Interior 
and Local Government is another example. 
People see this move as election-related; and 
while the 2007 elections are still a year away, 
the hand of the DILG is already being felt in the 
so-called peoples initiative, such that it is 
called the Puno initiative—with the resulting 
disempowerment of the people. 

Less conspicuous—but certainly just as im- 
portant because of the country’s problems in 
higher education—was the appointment as 
president of the Mindanao State University of 
someone who was not even in the search com- 
mittee’s short list. I am not sure how this was 
accomplished. The university's board of re- 
gents is headed by the chair of the Commission 
on Higher Education (CHED)—who should 
know better—while its membership includes a 
faculty representative and a student represen- 
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tative, an alumni representative and the chair- 
persons of the Senate and the House education 
committees, all of whom are supposedly inde- 
pendent-minded. 

Maybe because she got away with that one 
with nary a whisper—or if there was any 
screaming, it could be heard only, if at all, in 
faraway Mindanao—she has now set her sights 
on the Development Academy of the Philip- 
pines (DAP). She sent the DAP board of 
trustees (BOT) a "desire" letter, i.e. expressing 
her wish that one Antonio D. Kalaw be elected. 
as the next president of DAB vice retiring Ed- 
wardo T. Gonzales. 

What's wrong with that? Let us count the 
ways: (1) President Macapagal-Arroyo ig- 
nored the civil service requirement that the po- 
sition be filled only after a search process had 
been undertaken to determine the most quali- 
fied candidates; (2) She ignored the law man- 
dating that the position is a career position, not 
a political one, and that it should be filled not 
by presidential appointment, but by the BOT 
through election. It is not even one of the 
11,000-odd positions that she is by law vested 
with power to fill with her own choices; also, 
the BOT is composed mostly of Cabinet mem- 
bers, who supposedly have her confidence; (3) 
in other words, she was putting her nose where 
it shouldn't be, in the process jeopardizing the 
independence of the DAP in its role as a think 
tank-cum-educational institution whose main 
foci are in governance, knowledge manage 
ment, professional education and productivi 
ty; and lastly and most unforgivable of all, (4) 
her candidate, Antonio D. Kalaw, seems to be 
the least qualified of the DAP presidentiables, 


ranking 7th among the eight candidates evalu: 
ated by the search committee. And the reason, 
he didn't place No. 8 was that one of the candis 
dates failed to submit some required docu- 

ments. 

‘And it would seem that even as she hires the 
least qualified, she gets rid of the most quali- 
fied, like what she did with Miguel Luz (Depart 
ment of Education), and lately, Sally Bulatdo* 
(National Dairy Authority). What was Sally's 
fault? Not the trumped-up charges about cot 
tracts inimical to the government. (Good grief. 
how can a pro-bono project undertaken by Mé- 
Cann-Erickson be inimical?) He? fault is that 
she is married to Gerry Bulatao, who is virulent- 
ly anti-Gloria. But that weighs more than her 
success in developing the dairy industry, in the’ 
process giving livelihood to farmers and im- 
proving the health of the poor. 

Ed Gerlock, who is doing a ycoman's work 
with the elderly, has this to say about Sally: 
"Twice in the last five years, she asked me to 
document the development of the dairy indus 
try among poor farmers. | traveled to Mi 
danao and saw the milk-feeding program in 
urban poor areas of Davao—and a school (Ai^ 
sumption) that scrapped the junk food men 
in favor of dairy products from the co-op 
(frozen durian-flavored milk ...), met farmers 
who had quit their service jobs as waiters ant 
drivers, to work full time with the developing? 
milk program; ... to Laguna to a plant that pro“ 
cessed the milk from the co-op members into 
cheese, yogurt, 'Gatas Pinoy; etc, and met 
farmers from Bulacan with one or two cows 
who felt hopeful that the government was sci? 
ous and they themselves had a future in the 
dairy industry ... Sally is both competent anti 
committed... the government will be hard pat 
to find another Sally Bulatao—and somebody 
not only owes Sally an apology" 

it seems President Arroyo is extremely ill 
advised, or has serious priority-setting prob 
lems. Whatever the reason, what she is doing ft 
not worthy of her—as a person and as Pre 
dent. 
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WHATEVER JOY CHARTER-CHANGE ADVOCATES 
may have had after the Ledac meeting, wherein 
both chambers of Congress signified their wiling- 
ness to conduct a “dialogue” on that issue, seems to 
hâve been dashed by what's being passed off as the 
"Sénate position." The senators said that in contrast 
toithe House position seeking to convert Congress 
immediately to a constituent assembly to take up 
amendments to or revision of the Constitution, heir. 
position is that this will be treated as an “ordinary” 
piece of legislation. Meaning, the resolution to 
change the Charter will have to go through the i 
terminable legislative mill, just ike any bill, with 
the two versions-having to be reconciled in the bi- 
cameral conference committee. 

‘The senators’ intention to treat the Charter 
change issue just like any other bill forebodes. 
big trouble. If the Senate s poor record in pass- 
ing urgent legislation is any indication, Charter. 
change could languish there for years, just like 
so many urgent legislation such as the bio-fuels 
bill, the anti-terrorism and anti-smuggling bills, 
etc. If they allowed these bills to sleep, think how 
‘much worse the Cha-cha resolution would fare. 

By now the senators must have realized that 
the presidential system has been a failure over 
the past 50 years, and that a unicameral par- 
liament would be much more efficient and 
save us as much as PS billion a year. But that 
seems not to matter to the senators, for whatis 
of paramount importance to them is the sur- 
vival of their chamber and the higher ambi- 
tions of a few. How unfair to hold hostage a 
whole nation's progress to those sentiments. 


‘At this point a “legislated Cha-cha" looks like a 
cop-out. I sure hope they don't ignore Albay Rep. 
ice] Lagman's timely reminder that the act of 
proposing constitutional amendments is "not an 
Ordinary process" because it needs a "special 
mechanism" like a constituent assembly. The sen- 
ators, perpetually looking for arguments to 
shelve Charter change, now also argue that the 
1987 Constitution did not specifically mention a 
constituent assembly as a mechanism for change, 
the 1935 Constitution. True, but this does 


MORE THAN 10 PERCENT OF THE CASES 
handled by the Women’s Crisis Center at its Wom- 
en and Children Crisis Care and Protection Unit 
(WCCCPU) at the East Avenue Medical Center 
consist of rape, incest and child abuse committed 
against children and adolescents. This isn't 
counting the children of women survivors of 
abuse who are either themselves victims or wit- 
nesses to violence and who join their mothers at 
the Center. 

But when the child survivors came to them, the 
staff of the WCC had no choice but to lump them 
together with the adult clients, providing them 
with counseling, medical and legal assistance, 
temporary shelter and referrals. 

But today, thanks to The Body Shop, children 
viho drop by the WCCCPU or accompany their 
battered mothers have a place for both therapy 
ahd recreation, where they can enjoy privacy 
amid surroundings better suited to their needs 
and more appropriate to their special require- 
ments. 

"The Children's Room is a small, narrow space 
within the cramped confines of the WCCCPU at 
the seventh floor of the EAMC. But this tiny space 
can be considered a safe, friendly haven for chil- 
dren, air-conditioned, carpeted in bright blue and 
equipped with colorful tables and chairs, stuffed 
toys and educational material, and even a TV set 
and DVD player. 

“Our counselors used to meet with children 
sürvivors in counseling rooms that were not de- 
signed with children in mind," said WCC execu- 
tive director Sally Ujano. "(But) given the num- 
ber of young survivors we talked with last year, 
we had to do something.” 

“Fortunately, The Body Shop Philippines was 
looking for worthy projects to fund as part of the 
ongoing worldwide campaign called “Stop Vio- 
lence in the Home," and thought the Children's 
Room was a worthy beneficiary. 

BUT it wasn’t just The Body Shop Philippines 
management that supported the fund-raising 
fforts for the Children's Room. The store de- 
'd to donate the entire sales profit from its 
Mint Lip Care Stick campaign (P50 of the P150 
cost of each lipstick), as well as one day's prof- 
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mot mean that Congress cannot resort to it: all 
they have to do is pass that resolution in both 
chambers and the constituent assembly can be 
immediately convened as the cheaper and more 
efficient way to effect Charter change. The consti- 
tutional convention that some senators insist on 
would most likely resule in having only wives and 
children of legislators elected as delegates, and 
because of their long learning curve, it would 
take them forever to produce a new constitution- 

Iran into Foreign Secretary Alberto Romulo 
at a reception recently and he was still rhap- 
Sodizing over the diplomatie coup that the Pres- 
ident staged during her recent trip to Saudi Ara- 
bia on the “three O's.” She got assurance from 
the Saudi ruling monarch of a steady oil supply 
in case world supply falters. She secured the re- 
lease of over 200 overseas Filipino workers 
from Saudi prisons. And she made the case for 
giving our country observer status in the Orga- 
nization of Islamic Conference, which bodes 
well for the peace process in Mindanao. Romu- 
1o said the President impressed Saudi officials 
with her intelligence and her comportment. 

1 got a call from Antique Gov. Salvacion Perez, 
one of two local officials in the presidential en- 
tourage. She was most impressed by the way GMA 
was welcomed at the airport by members of the roy- 
al family, even though they were reportedly far from 
having harmonious relations with one another. 

Perez also admired the teamwork among 
members of the RP delegation. Cabinet members 
such as Labor Secretary Patricia Sto. Tomas and 
Energy Secretary Rafael Lotilla worked with all 
the RP ambassadors in the Middle East to ensure 
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it of the Greenbelt store where the “Stop Vio- 
lence in the Home" campaign was launched 
last year, to WCC, thus effectively making its 
customers also donors and advocates. 

Dr. Sylvia Huang, president of The Body 
Shop Philippines, who spoke at the blessing of 
the Children’s Room, added that “encouraging 
the community to do more to help those less 
fortunate” has always been part of every fran- 
chisee's mandate. Aside from its support of 
WCC, The Body Shop Philippines is committed 
to the “Defend Human Rights” and “Activate 
Self-esteem” campaigns, “raising funds and 
awareness to encourage people to speak out 
and take action against violence in the home 
or to generally provide means for victims of 
domestic violence to gain information, protec- 
tion and support.” 

‘The real good news, aside from the opening 
ofthe Children's Room, is that loyal Body Shop 
patrons will once more enjoy the chance to 
help women and children survivors of violence 
merely by buying the Mint Lip Care Stick. 
Aside from donating to WCC PSO for every 
stick bought, customers will also be helping 
farmers and bee keepers in developing coun- 
tries from whom the store chain buys the in- 
gredients. And take it from a satisfied user, the 
Stick does leave your lips "feeling soft and 
smooth with a subtle and refreshing minty fra- 
grance"t 
1 WAS at the blessing of the Children's Room to 
represent the board of trustees of the Women's 
Crisis Center, which was established in 1989 as a 
response to the growing incidence of and aware- 
ness about all forms of violence against women. 

First headed by the late Raquel Edralin Tiglao, 


that the visit would be a success. We saw how 
teamwork really worked, she mused. 

I sensed her saying this with some emotion, for 
until now the dynamic governor and her 
province's lone representative in Congress, Exe- 
quiel Javier, still have to work asa team. 

Below is the conclusion of Sigaw ng Bayan 
spokesperson Raul Lambino's reply to those 
who criticized his claim that over the past 
three weeks, the Sigaw website had received 
nine million hits. Some critics said his claim 
was a fake or an outright lie. 

“Our access logs analyzer is a wonder in it- 
self as it detects not only the IP addresses but 
also almost the exact locations of site visitors. 
and writers, and many other details we cannot 

ivulge for obvious reasons. We protect these 
private details about our visitors—including 
those whose only intention is to look for lapses 
and wreak havoc in the site—as much as we 
protect our own confidential particulars. 

“As for the search engines yielding ‘negative’ 
replies to queries on the Sigaw term, this is 
ther inaccurate or an outright lie. A simple 
search on www.webcrawler.com will show that 
diferent search engines do show up results on 
the particular que yman must 
informed that search engines nowadays display 
different results for searches at different times. 
Meaning, a site may be on the No. 1 spot now, 
but at the bottom of page 1 results an hour later 
or totally gone from the top-ranked pages a day 
after. Irs also elementary that search engines 
may take 10-12 weeks to index web pages. 

“Obviously some professed bloggers can’t 
accept the fact that the lowly people and those 
who suffer silently due to the state of affairs in 
this country would like to visit a site like 
wwwsigawngbayan.com than their web or 
blog sites that are actually meant only for the. 
élite. They must remember that there are 
more grassroots people than elitists in the 
Philippines. And most Filipinos are fed up with 
the fact that these elitists have lorded it over. 
so much for so longa time in this nation—elec- 
tronically or otherwise." 
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and now chaired by Sr. Mary John Mananzan, the 
WCC is the first and only crisis center in the 
Philippines which offers a comprehensive range. 
of crisis intervention services for survivors of gen- 
der-based violence. It also introduced and has 
since conducted nationwide training, on the 
“radical concept” of feminist counseling in the 
country 

Aside from managing the WCCCPU, the Crisis 

Center is also involved in training programs 
(mainly through the Raquel Edralin Tiglao Insti 
tute for Family Violence Prevention), research 
and documentation, policy advocacy and com- 
munity organizing, crisis intervention and coun- 
seling, a referral and volunteers’ network, as well 
asa temporary shelter. 
NEXT weekend, May 27-28, Grupo Reposo will 
hold the Second Reposo Art and Music Festi- 
val, in conjunction with the annual celebra- 
tion of Makati Day. Among the highlights of 
the Festival, which takes place along Reposo 
Street, since re-named Nicanor Garcia Street, 
"which is fast becoming the "lifestyle" street of 
the metropolis, are a mural painting session 
(along the long wall of the PLDT compound), 
sculpture installations, performances by Coke 
Bolipata and the Youth Peace Symphonic Or- 
chestra. There will be as well a street bazaar 
participated in by tenants of LRI Business 
Plaza as well as other establishments on the 
same stretch, including furniture and home 
accessory stores, boutiques, restaurants and 
bars. 

It's no surprise that it was the management 
and tenants of LRI Business Plaza that spear- 
headed the Festival last year, for the Plaza is it- 
self Reposo Street in microcosm. The complex, 
located in the former warehouse of Luzon Rat- 
tan Industries Inc, gathers furniture and 
lifestyle showrooms owned by both experi- 
enced and fledgling exporters, designers and 
manufacturers, antique shops, art galleries 
and studios, a spa, and two dining plac 
Caffe Caruso and Caffe Ricco Renzo. 

‘As part of the Festival, all establishments at 
the LRI Business Plaza are offering discounts 
of up to 50 percent until the end of the month. 


A win-win game for the world 


FOR ALMOST A DECADE NOW, TAIWAN'S 
application to participate in the World Health As- 
sembly, the World Health Organization's highest 
decision-making body, has been rejected year af- 
ter year, such that the rejection has become sort 
ofan annual ritual. Bearing in mind some recent 
developments of global import, the international 
community ought to pause and review the issue 
more thoroughly this year. 

The WHO was established with lofty ideals. 
Like the International Committee of the Red 
Cross and Médicins Sans Frontières, it is sup- 
posed to transcend national borders and political 
conflicts when promoting health for all mankind 
and when offering and extending assistance to all 
those who are suffering from illness. 

„The Republic of China (Taiwan) used to be a 
WHO member. As such, our nation benefited 
greatly from the organization's help. Malaria, to 
cije an example, was eradicated in Taiwan during 
that period, with the help of the WHO. However, 
following Taiwan's replacement by the People's 
Republic of China (China) at the United Nations 
in 1971, Taiwan was forced to leave the WHO. 
‘Taiwan has since transformed itself from a mere 
recipient of WHO assistance into a country in a 
position to contribute to the international health. 
community Between 1995 and 2004, the govern- 
ment of Taiwan donated $230 million in humani- 
tarian and medical aid to more than 90 countries. 
‘On the other hand, Taiwanese NGOs contributed 
another $87 million in aid even as they operated 
health care projects in several countries. 

:Jn 1997, representatives from Taiwan's medi- 
cal community visited the WHO headquarters in 
Geneva and, for the first time, requested that the 
organization abide by its constitution and look af- 
ter the Taiwanese people's right to health, 
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However, for a decade now, Taiwan's requests 
for an observer status at the World Health Assem- 
bly have been completely ignored. Since its 
founding, the WHO's member-states have in- 
creased from around 50 to 192, among them 
Iran, Iraq and North Korea. Even the Order of 
Malta and the Palestine Liberation Organization 
have been given observer status. But democratic 
‘Taiwan, the world's 17th largest economy, re- 
mains excluded from this global health village. 

Arequest to join the WHO is entirely legitimate. 
and reasonable for a sovereign state such as Tai- 
wan. According to the WHO Constitution, health 
is a fundamental right of every human being irre- 
spective of political beliefs. The recent outbreaks 
of the enterovirus and SARS, which had serious 
impacts on the lives and health of Taiwan's peo- 
ple, have made it more imperative for Taiwan to 
seek the WHO's protection and become its mem- 
ber. Due to China's objection, however, most 
countries of the world have chosen to surrender 
to political pragmatism and to remain deaf to Tai- 
wan's appeal. 

Diseases know no boundaries and are unaffect- 
ed by political posturing. Taiwan's exclusion from 
the WHO has prevented Taiwan from contribut- 
ing to global health initiatives and has made it as 
well into a missing link in the global epidemic 
prevention systems. The exclusion is unfair to Tai- 
wan and detrimental to world health. 

More and more countries around the world are. 
being affected by the avian flu epidemic, though 


fortunately, to date, Taiwan has remained free of 
the disease. Nevertheless, asa transportation hub 
in the Western Pacific and because of its close in- 
teraction with the affected areas, such as China 
and Southeast Asia, Taiwan is constantly under 
threat. 

But despite the health risk Taiwan faces, the 
WHO has been reluctant to offer assistance to Tai- 
wan. Earlier this year, blindly following China's 
“one-China” rhetoric, the WHO even went so far 
as to assume that Taiwan was an area under Chi- 
na's administration and wrongly declared that 
the island-nation is an affected area. The false an- 
mouncement dealt a severe blow to Taiwan's ef- 
forts at epidemic control and prevention and de- 
moralized its government and private sector. 

‘Taiwan has no intention to seek confrontation 
with China. Nevertheless, to safeguard its peo- 
ples right to health, Taiwan needs to break 
through China's stubbornness in blocking Tai- 
wan's participation in WHO meetings, activities, 
early warning network and cooperative programs 
for epidemic prevention. 

With the World Health Assembly about to con- 
vene in Geneva, Taiwan calls on the international 
community to look carefully at the realities of Tai- 
wan's isolation from the global health village and 
support its participation in the WHO. 

‘The WHO, for its part, needs to modify its over- 
politicized position on Taiwan's entry into the 
WHO and to be more responsive to the Tai- 
wanese's right to health. Instead of just being a 
zero-sum game in the Taiwan Strait, Taiwan's en- 
try into the WHO would then become a win-win 
situation for all the countries in the world. 


Cheng Wen-tsang is minister of the Government In- 
formation Office, Republic of China (Taiwan). 


A A: 
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1 WILL BE BRUTALLY HONEST: I'M NOT HAPPY BEING 
Filipino. Everything seems like a misdeed waiting to happen 
when it’s Filipino m dealing with, and that’s what Ihave to 
do every day. 

T have been driving for one year, but my impatience al- 
ready rivals that of someone who is on the road from the mo- 
‘ment he wakes up. You go straight, keep to your lane, singing 
with the radio, and 
then a motorcycle, a 
car or even a truck 
cuts you, with just an 
inch to spare. 

Out driving one 
day, sawa car being 
stopped by a police 
officer for violating 
the color coding 
"Good job? I was 
about to say to my — ———— —————— —— 
self, but then the driver rolled down his window, said some- 
thing to the policeman and was waved off quickly. No cash 
changed hands, but no license was taken either. 

A few kilometers down the road, the same car was pulled 
over again by another traffic officer. Again, the window was 
rolled down, and the policeman waved the driver off. All I 
could do was scratch my head. 

‘Almost all of us make stops at fast-food chains. They are 
usually jam-packed and noisy. Making errors or forgetting 
what was ordered is commonplace probably all over the 
world. But here, the crew people who get it wrong are the 
ones who are pissed at the customers, and some of them 
don’t even try to hide it. Day after day, I feel my respect for 
my.countrymen slipping away. 

‘One day, my mom and I decided to eat breakfast in the 
Greenhills area. We finished eating, paid the bill, and left. 
But when we got home, my mom's face suddenly turned pale 
with panic. She had left her bag with a big sum of money in 
it 

The drive back to the restaurant was a tense one, with a 
thousand negative scenarios popping in our heads. I hoped 
forthe best and prepared for the worst. 

When we reached the restaurant, we were greeted by 
one of the most welcome sights we had ever seen: A waiter , 
smiling in recognition and promptly leading us to the office " 
where the bag was being kept. We were told that they had 
opened the bag to look for an ID and our contact number or 
address. They saw what was inside, and still returned it 

1 felt very good not only because we got back mom's bag 
but also because of what it taught me. In times like ours, 1 
would have understood if they took the money, Living is not 
easy for most of us, and returning that bag was for me an ex- 
traordinary demonstration of honesty and character. 

‘When we left the restaurant, a car was speeding toward 
me, going the wrong way. Moments later, another car gave 
way for me at the parking ticket booth. The good and the 
bad, coming one after the other. 

Tt took just one act of kindness for me to believe in my 
countrymen again. I remember one Bible story where God 
told a prophet He would save a town if he could find just 10 
good people there. The Philippines, I think, has much more 
than that. 


Younc BLoop 
Karen Calilung 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts om current issues? We 
welcome. contributions from the 
twentysomething and below.—Ed. 


Karen Calilung, 21, finished journalism at the Polytechnic 
University ofthe Philippines and is currently taking up law. 


Lamb chops usta 
Abigail S. Ong 


WHEN AN AUNT AND HER HUSBAND MIGRATED TO 
Michigan more than 20 years ago, our family kept mum 
about it. We were very happy when they landed very good 
jobs (my uncle is a scientist of some sort and my aunt worked 
her way up the US banking industry). Good for them, my 
family thought, the States will give them a better future. And 
when we were little kids, my sister and I anticipated their 
rare visits, because that meant we'd be getting lots of gummy 
bears and chocolates and the latest toys. 

Then another aunt of mine went to Canada with her fami- 
ly. From the pictures she sent us, we toured their new, big 
and modern house, with a garden we could never have seen 
anywhere in Manila 

We were also told that my cousin got cured of his asthma 
in Canada. My sister and Lrejoiced for him, even as we knew 
we would have to bear the same affliction while we lived in 
Manila, 

My family never setiously thought of emigrating any- 
where. And we probably never will. My father, who is a pure 
Chinese (he doesn’t even have an English name) is a very na- 
tionalistic individual. He is passionate about staying in the 
Philippines, “dreaming the impossible dream,” and “lighting 
one candle in his own dark space." 

Igrew.up watching Ninoy Aquino documentaries, reading 
Ninoy Aquino biographies and editorials, and discussing cur- 
rent events over dinner. While I know that the grass is green- 
erin other parts of the world, I grew up stubbornly believing 
that my feet should be firmly planted on native 
ground—even ifthe brown earth shows signs of famine. 

Recently, my Canada-based aunt had a proposal for my 
sister and me: Go to Canada and work as domestic helpers 
for two years and then petition for your parents. That's the 
surest way to have a better future, she said 

To me, that advice came as a shock. I recalled my creden- 
tials, starting with my education at the Univetsity of the 
Philippines, my earlier academic awards and the work expe- 
rience1 had chalked up. After all that, was I supposed to end 
up as a domestic helper just so I could live in Canada? 

‘After my beaten ego cooled down, however, I thought of 
how hard life can be in this country. I might occasionally en- 
joy a P100 cup of coffee inside a shop frequented by the elite, 
but across the street there are scores of vendors darkened by 
the heat of the sun and bowed by the burden of living who 
cannot make P100 a day. Then I thought of the many young 
Filipino professionals—competent, driven, but with their 
eyes gone dry from looking for a good job that would allow 
them to help their families. They work all day but rarely get 
to enjoy the fruits of their labor. They dream about having a 
car, a house, a healthy and happy family, and a few leisure 
trips here and there, but will they ever get their wishes? 

‘There are sheep that refuse to put their wooly heads be- 
tween the fences to get a view of the lusher hills on the other 

ide. Sadly, they usually end up as lamb chops. 
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Abigail S. Ong, 23, works as a researcher for QTV Channel 
n. 


NOTICE TO YOUNGBLOOD CONTRIBUTORS: 


Send your contributions by e-mail to youngblood@inquir- 
ercom.ph together with your address, age and the school, 
course and year you're enrolled in of, if employed, the p 
tion you're holding and the company you work with. Con- 
tributions to Youngblood should not have been previously 
published. 
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Wippine Daily Inquirer 
honors the grand prize winners 
of the 2005 Louie R. Prieto Awards 


BEST SCOOP 
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Fe B. Zamora 
for her stories on Gen. 
and Lt. Col. George Rabusa 


Carlos Garcia 


BEST FEATURE 


Madonna T. Virola 


"Mangyan crosses rivers, climbs mountains to learn typing" 


Cookie B. Micaller ) 
Something terrible happened here 


BEST POSITIVE STORY - HARD NEWS 


ry) 
Gobleth C. Moulic 
Mfugao micro-hydro plant finalist 
in Global Environment Awards’ 


BEST POSITIVE STORY - HUMAN INTERES: 


aini 


Blanche S. Rivera and Emmie G. Velarde (ed.) 
"RP's only world-class special ice skater" 


A 
Joey A. Gabieta and Leti Z. Boniol (ed.) 


"Poor Samarefios build road, no thanks to gov't 


BEST SPECIAL REPOR 
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Doris C. Dumlao 
"Tales of the Citi" 


BEST NEWS PHOT: 


Rem A. Zamora - "Tignoan" 


BEST POSITIVE PHOTO 


Edwin E. Bacasmas "Shadowplay" 


BEST HUMAN INTEREST PHOTO 
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Outdated views on bicameralism e 


IN QUOTING JOSE E. ROMERO, 
Manuel L. Quezon II just showed. 
how outdated his views are. (A 
unicameralist on bicameralism," 


PDI, 5/11/06) 


that better candidates get to be 


el 
ln 


longbefore Jinggoy Estrada, Lito 
Lapid and Bong Revilla made it 


N 


ernment. 


Opportunities in US for good, intelligent doctors 


Di 


United States as a doctor, not as a 
nurse. If she does come as a nurse, 
Isuspect she will not be a nurse for 


OPIN 


the “limited influence” of money 
in a national election was made 
well before Jamby Madrigal and 
Mar Roxas won their Senate 
seats. 

My beef with the way senators 
are elected today is not that they 
are elected by the entire electorate 
but that they do not have to top 
the election to gain office. All they 
have to do is make it to 12th 
place. 


‘Obviously, Romero's claim 
lected if they are voted by a 
ger constituency was made ju 


Qi 


» the Senate. His observation on 


printed those primers, there is ab- 
solutely nothing wrong with that 
‘because the proposal to amend the 
Constitutionis program ofthe Ar- 
royo administration. 

It is a matter of obligation for 
the administration to educate the 
public about its programs and 
policies and, therefore, for the PIA 
and NPO to print those primers as 
part of their job. No less than the 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of 
the Philippines has acknowledged 


sue of the Iqumsa alleging 


ational Printing Office (NPO). 
Here in Baguio, I have yet to see 
yy of a Cha-cha primer being 
culated by an agency of the gov- 


Granting for the sake of argu 
vent that both the PIA and NPO 


R. CZARINAH PAGAY ("The doc- 
or is out," PDI, 4/29/06) should 
ave no difficulty coming to the 


to nursing to seek employment 
here come with the thought of tak- 
ing their qualifying exams for resi- 
dency programs in the United 
States. The exams are expensive, 
but as soon as the doctors start 
making money as nurses, they 
take the qualifying exams and 


longtime. 
Most of the doctors who turned 


prove that he or she is the most 
qualified person to become a sen- 
ator. He only has to be adequately 
famous (or rich), In fact, 1 dare 
MLQ IIl to run for the Senate in 
2007. With his name alone, I guar- 
antee him a spot in the top three, 


rogeliodimaculangan@yahoo.com 


We need Cha-cha primers to educate our people 


PLEASE ALLOW US TOREACTTO 
the story that came out in the May 
12, 

that tons of Cha-cha primers were 
being printed by the Philippine In- 
formation Agency (PIA) and the 


the need to educate the people on 
the issue as it urged the govern- 
ment to undertake a massive in- 
formation campaign. 


printing of those primers when 
they are just primers and there- 
fore not campaign materials to co- 
erce the 
Cha-cha? 
primers to us here in Baguio. 


pass with lide difficult. 


able for good doctors from the 
Philippines and elsewhere, and 
Pagay appears to be an intelligent 
one. 
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Contraceptives: k 
not the only way 


AMANDO DORONILA AUTOMAP 
tically assumes that a drop in the 
population growth rate is due to 
contraception. This reflects a cer, 
tain attitude toward human behab 
jor: that only through contracep 
tives can people regulate the size of, 
their family. (A silent rebellion 
against the Church” PDY 
5/12/06) tf 

Unlike coercive government, 
population programs, the Churel 
recognizes the right of a couple (847 
determine the size of their famil £ 
What the Church opposes is theyf 
use of artificial methods of birth, 
control, many of which ignoie'? 
sexs vital, life-generating func! 
tion and stem from the objective 
of reducing sex to mere pleasurerri 
To do this is to demean something. 
truly awesome—and this hase 
clearly led to many undesirables? 
social outcomes, 

This is what the Church is sayan. 
ing, It is a message that is supsol 
posed to remind us of our dignity. 
as human beings—a message that 
is being drowned in the cacophoseb 
ny of materialism and sensualorr 
ism, E 

—MICHAELMAPA,;, 
mikemapaGyahoo.com 


st below Kris Aquino and Cory 
irino. 
—ROGELIO DIMACULANGAN, 


Why make an issue out of the 


people into supporting 
Please send those 


—RAMON GERONIMO, 
reg@yahoo.com 


Residency programs are avail- 


—NAPOLEON S. MAMINTA, M.D., 
nsmamintamd@yahoo.com 
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Nissan Motor Philippines has just made 
"Mother's Day really, really special. 

Drop in on May 12, 13 and 19, 20 
with your hubby, kids or friends and get 
a made-just-for-you cake from Theobroma, 

Bring the kids for fun activities while 
you chat with us ond get our only-for- 
mothers special packages on a Sentra, 
X-TRAIL, Serena or Cefiro, 

Mothers celebrate your day at your 
nearest Nissan dealer. 


aot 


gion IV-A Porm No, 00-087, Serica of 2008, 


Nissan Gnilory Quezon Ave. 
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Nissan Gallery Ortigas 
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Misean Shaw Genter 
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German educates through shock, awe 


By Hazel P. Villa 
Iloilo City 


HILE MOST PEOPLE 
adorn their houses 
with huge jars or or- 


námental plants, a German 
who has lived in Iloilo City for 
31 years decorate his with a 
hair-raising 25-foot stuffed 
anaconda coiled on a piece of 
dried wood. 

Another stuffed animal—a reddish 
brown, hairy barrel-shaped and beady- 
eyed wolly tapir (Tapirus pinchaque)—is 
on the second floor of his house at 113 
Seminario St. in Jaro District. 

"The house owner is Martin Stum- 
mer, a 66-year-old world traveler and 
former adventure tour operator who 
had lived in the Amazon for nine years. 

He said the stuffed animals were on 
display because people these days 
needed to be shocked into appreciating 
the importance of preserving the envi- 
roniment and the wildlife living in it. 

"My idea was to open a small mu- 
seum for educational purposes and 
give scientific explanation for these 
stuffed animals, especially because 
children have to be motivated to fight 
for nature and the kingdom of plants 
and animals which are so endangered. 
in the Philippines,” said Stummer 

‘The mere question of where the 
stuffed animals came from sets off the 
rotund native of Bavaria, Germany 
into a rousing lecture on the impor- 
tance of preserving the habitats of 
wildlife, allaying concerns that the 
stuffed animals were for educational 
purposes and not caught for game. 

"The anaconda, Stummer said, was a 
gift from friends—members of the 
Shuar tribe of the Amazon jungle who 
killed the big-belied snake on suspicion 
that it swallowed one of their children. 

The mountain tapir, an endan- 
gered species that looks like a cross 
bétween an oversized hog and an 
anteater, was a remnant of his work 
for zoological societies in Europe and 
the United States 

Stummer then segues into an i 
passioned defense of Philippine 
forests. 


Destruction 

‘The German pointed out that from 
his first visit to the country in 1975 up 
to his semi-retirement three years 
ago, the forests had been diminished 
to dangerous levels. 

“In 1975 onwards, anywhere in the 
remote areas, land or sea, | saw only 
destruction. The criminal loggers, 
czars and cronies under Ferdinand 
Marcos massively destroyed the re- 
maining forests," said Stummer: 

"The Churchobedient Filipinos 
who thought they had a mandate from 
God to produce children by the dozens 
had these children ending up as 
kaingineros (slash-and-burn farmers) 
penetrating through the logging trails 
and into the forests to complete the 
destruction of the cronies of Marcos.” 

‘Stummer, who used to operate Na- 
garao Island Resort before encounter- 
ing marriage problems with his ong- 
ga wife two years ago, leafed through 
pictures of the forests and logging op- 
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GERMAN adventurer Martin Stummer poses with a stuffed South 


claws at his home in Jaro district. 


erations while conducting adventure 
tours in the Sierra Madre and Surigao 
del Surin the 1970s and 1980s. 

He had visited Palawan more than 
25 times until the late 1990s and 
claimed to see logging tracks moving 
deeper and deeper into the forests. 

"There are no more substantial 
forests in Cebu, Leyte and Bohol, 
whose Chocolate Hills have been de- 
nuded long before I came to the 
Philippines," said Stummer. 

He added that when he first came 
to the country in 1975 to check out its 
possibilities as an adventure tour des- 
tination, he was pleasantly surprised 
by the openhearted hospitality of the 
Filipinos but “shocked at the stare of 
the environment.” 


Change of heart 

Stummers reaction was under- 
standable. He was only 23 when he 
lived in South America for nine years 
from 1963 to 1972 and was used to 
the untouched and lush vegetation of 
the Amazon jungle. 

He was also basking in the recogni- 
tion of being the first to bring wooly 
tapirs to be kept in a European 200, 
specifically the Frankfurt Zoo on 
March 14, 1968. 

The record of this feat of bringing a 
male and female tapir captured in 
Ecuador, south of the Cotopaxi Vol- 
cano, is in a yellowed cutout of the In- 
ternational ZooNews dated May 
1968, Vol. 15, No. 2. 

The stuffed animals in Stummer's 
house are also testimony to 
change of heart when it comes to a 
mal conservation. 

When in his late 20s and seeing the 


‘Amazon tribes catching the tapis, 
monkeys, wild boars and other wildlife 
for game or for food, he got in touch 
with directors of zoological gardens 
who suggested that it would be in the 
interest of rare species to collect pairs 
of males and females and ship them to 
their premises for study and breeding. 

The scientists reasoned out that if 
these animals would become extinct in 
their original habitat, there would be sur- 
viving species in the zoological gardens. 

“I soon realized in my later years 
that this concept of international sci- 
entists operating zoological gardens 
was wrong," said Stummer. 

“It is not possible to release the off- 
spring of animals raised in captivity 
because they have lost their ability to 
survive. I believe that you can only 
save rare animals if you protect their 
environment,” he added. 

He lamented that with the rate 
Philippine forests were going, the 
Philippine Monkey Eating Eagle in 
Mindanao would soon become ex- 
tinct because its forest habitat was 
shrinking due to human abuses. 


Saving the forest 

A staunch critic of any Philippine 
administration that does not strongly 
implement environmental laws, 
Stummer offers three approaches to 
preserve Philippine forests. 

First, the government should be 
free from corruption and have an iron- 
fist in implementing existing environ- 
‘mental laws and “create much tougher 
penalties for violators and infuse tens 
of billions of pesos to facilitate the im- 
plementation of these laws with the 
‘Armed Forces of the Philippines using 
its facilities to apprehend illegal log- 
gers, and polluters ofthe sea.” 

“If the political will fades, 1 would 
suggest that we have to go to the 
roots of the problem by prioritizing 
environmental issues in all school lev- 
els and make environment a core is- 
sue in the curriculum," said Stummer, 
explaining his second approach. 

At the risk of declaring "environ- 
mental bankruptcy of the nation,” he 
said it was time to cry for help from 
environmental groups abroad and re- 
quest them to come to the aid of the 
Philippines with moral and financial 
support. This is his third approach. 

Stummer could go on and on about 
ways to save the Philippine environ- 
ment but would momentarily stop 
when asked about the other stuffed ani- 
mals in his living quarters, such as the 
South American Monkey Eating Eagle 
that he got dead from a hunter in 1969. 

He also showed off the preserved 
skin of a jaguar encased in plastic 
which, he said, wasa gift from a certain 
Chief ‘Eugenio of the Cofan tribe in 
1971 when he invited Stummer to be 
the godfather of his newly born child. 

Members of the Cofan tribe shot 
Jaguars to get the cats teeth, which they 
use as decorative necklaces, a sample of 
which Stummer also displays together 
with many other such necklaces made 
from the teeth of other animals. 

Elsewhere at Stummer's house are 
posters of endangered Philippine 
species, photos of his trips to the 
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yerican Monkey Eating Eagle with a stuffed monkey caught in its 


‘Amazon, Papua New Guinea, the Tro- 
briand Islands, Sierra Madre and oth- 
er exotic places in the world. 

The common thread in these pic- 
tures and memorabilia is man in rela- 
tion to his environment. 

While patrons of a restaurant on 
the ground floor, his close friends and 
classmates of his three sons have seen 
the “mini-wildlife museum," the se- 
mi-retired adventure tour operator 
and environmentalist said visits had 
been cut off for the moment as he had 
to put his personal affairs in order. 

He said his environmental work on 
Nagarao Island, as well as other advo- 
cacies, had to be temporarily placed 
on the sidelines. He spends much 
time in court, claiming that his at- 
tempts to separate from his wife is 
putting his life in danger. 

A picture of a shrunken human 
head catches this writer's fancy. Stum- 
mer then went off to explain lengthily 
but this time about the cultural pecu- 
liariies of the Shuar tribe whose fore- 
fathers were feared headhunters who 
chopped off the heads of their enemies 
and reduced them to shrunken pieces. 

In the same breath, he explained 
the connection between Shuar cul- 
ture and the Amazon environment. 

No matter how much the topic had 
changed, the nature lover brought 
back one's attention to the environ- 
ment by shocking one with some oth- 
er preserved thing or a ghastly pic- 
ture, or awe one with blown-up ima- 
ges of stunning flora and majestic ani- 
meoserawzuewuA mals from his many adventures. 
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Pact with MNLF lacking, says OIC 


COTABATO CITY—THE PEACE AGREEMENT BE- --— 24 provinces i ec — doni be tackled diting - Deer -- the visiting OIC en- lamic grouping that counts oil- 
: GERD he treaty has not been fully tripartite meeting to be voys that the Arroyo administra- rich countries Saudi Arabia, Iran, 

tween the government and the Moro National Libera- implemented,” Ambassador Sayed heldin Jeddah, SaudiArbiainJuly tion is determined to address the Iraq, and Indonesia as members, 
tion Front (MNLF) has not been implemented in full, ye BMsy = prennet pee to Led and Te- root causes of the peace and or- In Panamao, Sulu, acting Armed 
iz. and MNLF officials during dinner solve how to implement the ac- der problems in Mindanao. Forces chief Lt. Gen. Antonio Romero 
according to the head ofa team sent by the Organiza- frosted by ARMM Gov. Zaldy Am- cord fully,” El-Masry said. He said the country’s bid foranob- approved the suspension of military 
tion of the Islamic Conference (OIC) to the country. patuan on Thursday evening. Earlier, MNLF secretary gener- server status in the OIC would galva- operation (Somo) to allow MNLF 
“The OIC brokered the peace sistance to rehabilitate wariorn But El-Masry quickly pointed al Muslimin Sema gavearating of nize the govemments efforts to help leaders to attend the scheduled con- 

agreement, which the Ramos ad- areas in Mindanao, among others. out that both the government: and four to the implementation of the war-tom communities in Mindanao. — sultation with the OIC team today. 

‘ministration and MNLF chair Nur ‘The expansion of the Moro region the MNLF failed to come up with agreement on a scale of 1-10. El-Masry declined to comment on Among those expected to show up 
Misuari signed in 1996. This pre- failed after a plebiscite was held in mechanisms for the implementa- "T would like to maintain our po- the Philippines bid for an observer — is Ustadz Habier Malik, who figured in 
scribed the establishment of an August: 2001. Only five provinces and tion of all the provisions of the sition that the peace agreement has seat in the influential organization. two of the bloodiest clashes in the is 
expanded Moro region, the inte- one city voted to be included in the peace agreement. not been implemented religiously” The MNLE led by Nur Misuari, land-province in 2005. Edwin Fer- 
cede MILE conbatans ino Autonomous Region in Musim Min-  Heddnotspeiy whch provisions Semasaidinaradioierdewhere continues to represent Philippine nandez and Jul Apol and Je 
the military and the police and as- danao (ARMM) instead of the envi- were not implemented but added the National peace adviser Jesus Muslims in the 57-nation pan-Is- frey Maitem, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
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` ROUNDUP. 
Trams in Benguet eyed 


BAGUIO CITY—The 
Department of Agrari- 
an Reform has pro- 
posed the establish- 
ment of tramiines in 
vegetable-producing 
towns in Benguet as an. 
alternative to farm-to- 
market roads. DAR 
Cordillera director Re- 
nato Navata said DAR 
has identified the farming towns of Atok, 
Mankayan and Kibungan as sites for the tram- 
lines. He sald the agency has proposed the pro- 
ject to the National Economic Development Au- 
thority because farm-to-market roads could not ^ 
be builtin many vegetable-producing areas in the 
Cordillera due to the region's rugged terrain. The. 
tramline, with a proposed budget of P43 million. 
would help farmers transport their produce 
faster, he sald. 

Desiree Caluza, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


Livestock production down 
LEGAZPI CITY— Livestock production in Albay 
declined by at least percentin the first quarter 
this year with livestock farmers concerned over 
the lack of seed capital. Provincial veterinarian 
Jose Losa Jr. debunked bird flu as a cause of the 
decline saying "everything has been looked into" 
to ensure a bird-tlu-free area." He noted, howev^" 
er. a potential growth in the industry In terms of 
land, technology and human resources. Since 
2004, there has been an annual increase of 25 
percent or 66,519 heads of swine and poultry 
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Edgar Alejo, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau. 
P10,490 


Organic fertilizer test 

CITY OF CALAPAN-—Ien pilot areas in the parish! 
as of San Lorenzo and Pinamalayan In Oriental 
Mindoro have started producing bio-organic fer- 
"zer using locally produced Indigenous mi- 
croorganism. The Lingkod Buhay Program under. 
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san Commission on Service-Apostol provides 
"m. 1 technical assistance. 
Pe: 1 ‘Madonna Virola, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
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* VA Camera v Calapan dike fixed, says gov 
3 Tri-Band (OSM 900/1800/1009 MHZ) m 
* Btereo FM and Mosen ging PAN The 1.4-kilome- 
* Music Player (MP3 AAG / AAC+) ter protection dike and 
*PM Pado rechanneling of Bu- 
cayao River have been 
completed by the 
provincial government, 
according to Oriental 
Mindoro Gov. Arman 
Panaligan during a 
press conference. The 
Department of Budget and Management has also 
released since January 15 percent, or P9 milion, 
Tor the gabion armoring of the 2-km dike In Vila 
Cerveza, Victoria town, 640 meters of which had 
been finished, he said. "Without these undertak- 
ings, Calapan could have been submerged during. 
Typhoon "Caloy" because flood waters were 1.5 
meter higher than the December 2005 flooding 
The dike was meant to divert the water flow from, 
Ibulo and Aglubang rivers to Bucayao River in 
———— Calapan. 
WDA ‘Madonna Virola, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
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Mangyan grading system 
SAN JOSE, Occidental Mindoro—Jodilyn 
Lumawig. 15, a Taubuhid Mangyan graduate of 
Paaralang Angkop sa Katutubong Kultura (Pa- 


mana Ka) in the mountainous Barangay Daniog, 

ners coe =) passed the Department of Education's alternativé 
fearing test. This qualities her for college studies 
after three years of lessons at Pamana Ka. “This 
is a validation of our non-graded system where 
we count not the number of years spont in school 
but the mastery of sklis expected to be achieved 
in various learning areas,” said Sr. Aristea 
Bautista, FMM, directress of Pamana Ka. DepEd 
earlier recognized the schoo! for its culture and 
community-based curriculum. 

‘Madonna Virola, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Japanese scholarship desks 
THE JAPAN Information and Cultural Center 
(JICC) of the Embassy of Japan will open the 
Japanese Government Scholarship Inquiry Desk 
at Japan's consular offices in Davao on May 23 , 
from 9 a.m. to noon and 2-4:30 p.m. at the Mins, 
danao international College in Davao City Free 
counseling services will e offered at the inquir 
Desk to help applicants select scholarship cate“! 
ories and prepare for scholarship-related ex- 
ams and Interviews. For detalls, call (032) 231- 
7321 or 22 (Cebu); (082) 233-0013 (Davao); 
(02) 551-5710 local 2315 and 2317 (Pasay 
Oy). e ^ 
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Villagers fle 
as MILF gunmen 
lay claim to land 


MIDSAYAR NORTH COTABATO against the government. 
—With their farm animals, belong- ^ Bataga Tamamay, alias Com- 
ings and children in tow, dozens of mander Bataga, an MILF field 
families moved out of their homes commander operating in Bani: 
when gunmen belonging to the lan, North Cotabato, said the 
Moro Islamic Liberation Front dream ofliving a peaceful life and 
(MILF) stormed Barangays Ranga- becoming productive citizen 
ban and Baliki here. prompted them to surrender. 
Mayor Romeo Araña said he al- "Commander Bataga's decision. 
ready mobilized social and health was a noble one," Brig. Gen. Ed- 
workers to attend to the needs of uardo Gurrea, chief of the Army's 
the evacuees. 603rd Infantry Brigade, said. 
Araña said the villagers started Bataga and his men turned 
to move out on May 11 when over firearms in exchange for fi- 
about 60 MILF rebels occupied Ba- nancial assistance under the gov- 
liki and fired indiscriminately. The | ernment's Balik-Baril program. 
rebelsmovedtonearbyRangaban. Earlier, the Armed Forces sus- 
Araña said the villagersdidnot pended military operations 
want to be caught in the crossfire against so-called renegades of the 
ifthe military comes in. MILF out of respect for the arrival 
Supt. Chino Mamburam, Mid- ofa team from the Organization 
sayap police chief, said they tried of the Islamic Conference that 
i to enter the village but they were was checking the implementation 
t Å 2 > 3 fired upon. of the 1996 peace agreement be- 
z : : : x “We cannot fire back because tween the Moro National Libera- 
RESIDENTS ofa land owned by the Davao Medical Center start moving out their ‘belongings as their homes were demolished after they lost of the existing ceasefire agree- tion Front and the government. 
their battle in court. OENNSJAYSANTOSPOIMNDANAO BUREAU ment. So, we have to withdraw,” ‘The OIC team flew to Cotabato 
; he said. City Thursday and has started its 
il 00 fam il ies evi cte d fro m Davao hos ital roper The government and the rebel task of assessing the implementa- 
p p p grouphavesignedatrucein2001 tion of the 1996 peace agreement 
as international efforts to resolve between the government and the 
DAVAO CITY—AT LEAST 100 ing order (TRO) arguing they Duterte to scrap the deal because moved. the last of the serious Moro rebel- MNLE 
families living on land owned by should not be abruptly re- of what he said was “too much Alas said abruptly leaving lion stepped up. Jesus Dureza, national peace 
the Davao Medical Center moved from the area and politics." the area would mean the loss The ceasefire is being moni- adviser, said the team had visited 
(DMC) in Bajada District have should be given ample time to Recently, the City Housing Of- of livelihood for most of tored by the Malaysian-led Inter- MNLF chair Nur Misuari before 
been evicted following a long- find a relocation site. Judge fice announced it has found an- them. national Monitoring Team (IMT), they flew to Mindanao. It was not 
running legal battle with the Silverio Mandalupe of the Mu- other site in Tigatto District but hs a body organized by the Organi- clear what they talked about. 
government. nicipal Trial Court, Branch 3 is- the DMC occupants rejected the Demolition zation of the Islamic Conference. Misuari, who is facing rebel- 

On Friday, a demolition team sued the TRO in January last offer. “Tve been here for the past 26 Mamburam said members of lion charges following the bloody 
from the city engineers office year. 5 years and [have sent my children the IMT have already visited uprising of his followers in Sulu 
started tearing down the houses Be re No longer interested to school through my small Rangaban and, as soon as they and Zamboanga a couple of years 
and small eateries inside the Relocation site Cesar Dataya, CHO chief, said eatery,” she said as the demoli- left, the rebels started firing their ago, has been staying in New 
land, which is adjacent to the Court Sheriff Philip Betilsaidit the. DMC occupants told his men tion team began dismantling the gunsagain. Manila, Quezon City after a local 
DMC, amid protests from the oc- has been over a year now since lastweektheywerenolongerin- structure He said the police were waiting court granted his request for an 
"Cupants. the occupants asked for a TRO terested. “We are ready to give this for the recommendation of the extended furlough. 

Many ofthose displaced by the but they did not find a relocation Lenida Alas, who represents back to the DMC because this truce monitoring team to solve Dureza said he was expecting 
demolition have been living in site. the occupants, said they filed lot is not ours, but give us due the problem, which has been the OIC team to find the imple- 
the area for more than 20 years The city government earlier a motion for reconsideration process," Dwina Flores, anoth- traced to a land conflict. mentation of the accord in order. 
already. found a relocation site in Baran- when the TRO expired but the er occupant who lived in the A resident said the rebels were — But Cotabato City Mayor Mus- 

The DMC management had gay Balite, also in Buhangin Dis- decision did not come on area for the past 20 years al- claiming a 40-hectare titled land limin Sema, MNLF secretary gen- 
long wanted to evict the occu- trict. time. ready, said. in Baliki as their ancestral do- eral, gave a rating of four to the 
pants and has actually managed But some councilors were op- She also said they were Dr. Gerardo Cunanan, DMC main, implementation of the agreement 
P securea demolition order from posed to the deal because it was ready to leave the place pro- chief, declined to comment on — In Matanog, Maguindanao, at based onascaleof 1-10. — Julie 
the court last year. allegedly too expensive for-the vided that the DMC manage- the demidlitióti; ^ Dennis Jay least 21 MILF members yielded Alipala, Charlie Señase, Edwin 

However, the occupants ap- city government, ment could give them a valid Santos, PDI Mindanao Bu- to authorities claiming they Fernandes and Jeoffrey Maitem, 


plied for a temporary restrain- This prompted Mayor Rodrigo reason why they were being re- reau grew tired of waging war PDIMindanao Bureau 
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Disaster preparedness tops agenda 7755: an," poe 
[your support] will help give Comiontupno — Uninown prd 
f ksh n ó shape o ihe counts fures | w eran ute p -— 
ad said as she welcomed Gaono 5 
of workshops, training in S. Leyte So ptrs moy emm uom mum. em 
councilors and local government brederia 4 Im 
By Vicente S. Labro on geohazard areas will also be ard mapping, Venn diagram and workers from the 22 towns and | "shoe — Ero" 
PDI Visayas Bureau held in the province, sponsored the seasonal calendar would also this capital city. ound oras 
by the Japan International Coop- be held. Organizers focused the discus- Agnes Jaganaso 
TACLOBANCITY—ASTHERAINY eration Agency and in coordina- According to  PlA-Maasin, sions on the need for constitu- | "veg ^ — Un Sume. mere 
season arrives, several disaster pre- tion with the Mines and Geo- these training programs were tional reform, peoples initiative | iw memedmmendo Paoupon.teye Cimpolsuso  — Jana 206 
paredness training and workshops | sciences Bureau (MGB). scheduled by the PDCC in coordi- and the strength of the parlia- [sum 
Bre to be separately held in disas- The Provincial Disaster Coordi- nation with the Provincial Disas- mentary form of government. 48 LurMadomca  SaCruz. Pamplona, franoscoMadames Juno 11,2001 
ter-prone Southern Leyte, mating Council (PDCC), headed ter Management Office, which is “Our country is divided {on the | ay gnesndenaea Uraman a ERI 
‘On Sunday a 15-day disaster by Southern Leyte Gov. Rosette tasked with training disaster pre- Cha-cha issue] and it is timely —— i prm T 
preparedness training will startin Lerias, has yet to identify the paredness management and is that local government sectors | a wegArets  fenonzive HeyuoMam Februay 11,1999 
Libagon town, Southern Leyte, venue and participants of this composed of seven men who are must be involved in the process so Dagupan cay SUNS 
Wi rwifbeparüeipatedinby 10 two-day training, according to experts in swimming, rappelling, that they may have a full graspof | "ce — Zope Toes, mam 
persons each from the disaster. the Philippine Information Agen- first aid, among other disaster the issue,” Chua said. Monday. 
‘prone towns of Liloan, Pintuyan, cy based in Maasin City. preparedness skills. He said he was supporting [rd 
Ban Francisco and San Ricardoon  OnJune131015,a Communi- When tropical storm “Caloy” movestoamend the Constitution, | eoe S Um Run OM spare 
Panaon Island. The training is ty-based Disaster Management hit Eastern Visayas last week, a "But I do not favor the process | 29 cindoRanes  Sonfonesco, Reyna A Ramos Age 2, 2005. 
sponsored by Plan Philippines that Training would be conducted in landslide isolated five barangays — in doing it because it is being rail- Mabatacut, Pampanga — S540)13600094 
is based in Sogod town. Bontoc town, to bè participated in Sogod, Southern Leyte. Four roaded, It is up to us to enlighten | 28 Evangeine Sanjuan Unknown TeeP.Sonkum Ap, 2005: 
7 Te can be recalled that on Dec, in by at least three persons from other barangays in Sogod town our [constituents] about key is- laesi keeper 
19, 2003, landslides occurred in each of the town's barangays. also became isolated due to a sues," he said, Nee eren Senn oe 
Liloan, San Franciseo and San Ri- Among those to be discussed in flood in the area. "The Malacafang-backed Char. | an nowovugaa unom Mosc Tumon amy 
tardo towns, killing around 150 this three-day training are disas- A rapid geohazard assessment er change hopes to gather support Tamum. Suis 
ople. ter cycle, public awareness, hy- survey conducted recently by the by initiating a signature drive un- | ^» Rose Tamang Saat pn taboa yg Aut 2 08 
QD stay 25 to 26 this year, an- drological hazard, and evacua- MGB in Southern Leyte showed der the peoples initiative mode of | meae — tmm Bondens — Denier 24,1084 
other disaster preparedness tion management. that most of the province's 497 amending the 1987 Constitution. 5540324412536 
Bing that will focus on digi. A workshop on panicipatory barangays were susceptible to — Cristina Arzadon, PDI Northern d 
tized map readings particularly rural appraisal that include haz- floods and landslides. Luzon Bureau 
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President Macapagal-Arroyo welcomes to Malacafiang the 
president of Equatorial Guinea, Teodoro Obiang Nguema 
Mbasogo, on Friday. The African leader is here on a four-day 
state visit. The two leaders later witnessed the signing of three 
agreements on energy and economic cooperation between the 
‘two countries. The oil-rich Central African nation is host to an 
estimated 3,000 Filipino overseas contract workers. \wnuion 
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Da Vinci’ murder mystery 
makes killing on opening day 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 
Entertainment 


IE SPITE OF MIXED REVIEWS 


from foreign critics, the contro- 
versial Hollywood murder mys- 


million), although it was rated PG-13. 
Columbia also asserted that "Da Vinci" 
broke three other records: the all-time high- 
est opening day for an R-18 film in the Philip- 
pines; the biggest opening day for a Tom Han- 
ks movie; and the second biggest opening day 
for a Columbia movie. The biggest was “Spi- 


tery "The Da Vinci Code" made a “derman 2” with P23.1 million, and in third 


Killing at the local box office on its 
opening day. 

As of 3 p.m. last Thursday, "Da Vinci" post- 
ed P3 million at the tills. 

By the end of the day, it earned “P11.6 mil- 
lion in Mega Manila,” according to an official 
statement sent by Columbia Pictures, the 
Philippine office of Sony Pictures Releasing, 
the distributor of “Da Vinci." 

Mega Manila figures included theaters in 
major cities of neighboring provinces like Cavite 
and Pampanga, according to a studio source. 


Beats MI-3 opening day 

Nationwide, the film's first-day earnings in 
116 theaters totaled P14.11 million, “the 
biggest non-weekend opening this year,” ac- 
cording to Victor R. Cabrera, general manag- 
er of Columbia Pictures. "Da Vinci" beat the 
opening-day record set by the Tom Cruise- 
starrer "Mission: Impossible III" (only P10.1 


“Gusto ko 
LAHAT 
in-the-loop 
sa chika.” 


Mas mapapadalas na ang regular local text mo 

kaya mas mapapalapit ka pa sa lahat ng mahal mol 

Open to all Globe Postpaid’ & Prepaid subscribers, 
di pa kailangan ng registration! 


SUPER SULIT! DITO KA NA! 


| 


kitam, ang lakas mo sa Gi obe | 


Pan O and balone Pro eanco rt na 16 2000 ns sporovad by DTHACR. 


"eer eer dat Per DILNCH Porra No 2017 Sara cl 2008. 


| 


place was “Spiderman” with P9.72 million, 

“Ies a tremendous turnout and we couldn't 
be happier,” Cabrera said in the same state- 
ment. “We'd like to thank the Filipino audi- 
ence for keeping an open mind and theater 
exhibitors for standing by us.” 


Not in SM malls 

SM malls, however, were not among the local 
cineplexes that showed "Da Vinci as a result of 
the R-18 rating that the film had received from 
the Movie and Television Review and Classifica- 
tion Board (MTRCB) last Tuesday. 

SM malls has a corporate policy not to 
show movies in their cinemas with R-18 or 
“For Adults Only" rating. 

The Columbia statement acknowledged 
that SM comprises “40 percent of the coun- 
uy’ cinemas.” 

An industry source said the distributor 
could have doubled its earnings if the movie 
had been shown in SM cinemas. 

As a result of SM's ban on R-18 films, 
Columbia added more theaters in other cine- 
plexes: "Gateway is showing it in eight of its 10 
cinemas; Robinsons Place Manila in four; Glori- 
eta in six; Rockwell Powerplant in five; and 
Shangri-La in four... The result was that partici- 
pating theaters cashed in with bigger slices of the 


film's total box-office pie,” Cabrera pointed out. , 


Gateway highest gross 

According to the statement, Gateway re- 
ceived the highest opening-day grosses with: 
P1.16 million; followed by Robinsons Place: 
Manila with P985,067; Glorieta IV 
P967,830; Robinsons Galleria, P945,003; 
Rockwell Powerplant, P772,576; Shangri-La, 
P643,041; Festival Mall, 602,467; Greenbelt 
TII, P586,436; and Eastwood, P426,008. 

Ric Camaligan, first vice president of SM 
Leisure Inc, which operates SM Cinemas, 
told the Inquinen in a phone interview yester- 
day that SM did not regret its decision not to 
screen “Da Vinci.” 

“We cannot change our policy just because. 
one controversial movie made money,” Cama- 
ligan explained. ‘I'm hesitant to look at the fi- 
nancial angle [that SM malls may lose prospec- 
tive business from people who are watching: 
‘Da Vinci] because we had already considered 
that aspect when we made our decision.” 


Controversy made ita hit 

Camaligan observed that the "controversy: 
was a big factor in the film's success" and he 
added that he wouldn't be surprised if “the 
movie's producer actually capitalized on the 
controversy.” 

Macie Imperial, director for Acquisitions and 
Marketing of Sky Films, concurred: "The contro- 
versy definitely helped promote the movie. It 
was an inexpensive way to publicize the movie. 
It was its [own] press release. I's human nature. 
‘The more you prevent people from watching it 
the more they'd become curious and watch it.” 
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Suspect in Parafiaque German trader arrested 


twin murders nabbed 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 


THE POLICE ARRESTED ON 
Thursday the suspect in the 
killing ofa 9-year-old girl and her 
grandmother in Parafiaque City 
earlier this week. 

The suspect turned out to be 
the son of one of the victims. 
Gilbert Banzuela was arrested in 
the house of his cousin, Eric Talon, 
in Dagupan City, Pangasinan. 

Banzuela is the son of 54-year- 
old Zenaida, whose body was 
found with her nine-year-old 
niece, Geleen, inside their house 
at 17 President Quezon St., Monte 
Villa de Monsod in Barangay Sun 
Valley, Parafiaque City, on Mon- 
day, But Banzuela, who lived in 
the same house, was nowhere to 
be found, which made the police 
believe that he was the primary 
suspect. 

Talon called up the police after 
Banzuela reportedly admitted to 
him that he had killed his mother 
and niece, Parafiaque police chief 
Ronald Estilles told the INQUIRER 
yesterday. 

Estilles added that he immedi- 
ately sent a team to Dagupan after 
receiving a call the other day from 
the city police chief, Supt, Ed Bas- 
bas, to take Banzuela into cus- 
tody. 

‘The suspect was brought back 


to Parafiaque at 2a.m. yesterday. 

During questioning, Banzuela 
said he killed his mother when she 
refused to give him money. 

“He said he also got fed up be- 
cause his mother always locked 
him up in their garage,” Estilles 
said, quoting Banzuela. 

A follow-up investigation dis- 
closed that Banzuela allegedly hit 
his mother with a metal pipe 
when she came to his room to 
serve his food at lunchtime on 
Saturday. 


Eyewitness 

“Banzuela said he killed his 
niece because she saw what he 
did to his mother," Estilles added. 

Initia reports said the suspect 
was suffering from a mental disor- 
der because of a drug addiction 
problem. But the suspect seemed 
normal, according to Estilles. The 
girls mother, Grace, also claimed 
that her brother was not suffering 
froma mental disorder 

“If he was mentally sick, he 
wouldn't have thought of cleaning 
up the mess at the crime scene,” 
he said. The police, however, have 
yet to recover the pipe that the 
suspect allegedly used to kill the 
two victims. 

Two counts of murder will be 
filed against Banzuela in the city 
prosecutor's office. 


for duping online shoppers 


Goods paid for but never delivered 


By Margaux C. Ortiz. 


A GERMAN BUSINESSMAN 
wanted in his country for 67 
counts of largescale money 
fraud, was arrested by agents of 
the National Bureau of Investiga- 
tion in Dasmarifias, Cavite, last 
"Wednesday for allegedly duping 
European clients using an Inter- 
netauction website. 

Viktor Graff Kolvenbach, 47, a 
native of Aixla-Chappelle, Ger- 
many is now detained at the NBI jail 
and will be turned over to the Bu- 
Teau of Immigration for summary 
deportation proceedings, according 
to NBI Interpol Division chief Claro 
de Casto Je 

Investigation conducted by Spe- 
cial Investigator Pierre Lemuel Loy- 
ola showed that the German Feder- 
al Police in Cologne launched a 
manhunt for Kolvenbach after the 
suspect allegedly defrauded Euro- 
pean clients of as much as 30,000 to 
50000 euros (P202 million to 
P3.37 million). 

Kolvenbach, who was based in 


Troisbor, Germany, from March 
2002 to June 2004, offered various 
goods through Intemet auctions 
Without supplying the products, 
even after payments were made 
through banking and wire transfers. 

When the German Federal Police. 
found out that Kolvenbach was us- 
ing cellular phone numbers regis- 


VRULET U 


tered under a local network, they 
requested assistance from the NBI. 

"The German law enforcers con- 
cluded that Kolvenbach may have 
taken his illegal operations to the 
Philippines to avoid being arrested 
and prosecuted in Germany” De 
Castro explained. 

He added that based on informa- 


tion given by the BI, the suspect ar- 
rived in the country on April 26, 
2005 and has been here since. “The 
subject had apparently decided to 
live in the country without acquir- 
ing the necessary legal permit from 
BI,” the NBI official said. 

‘De Castro said they received ad- 
ditional information from the Ger- 
man police that Kolvenbach had 
fraudulently acquired 80,000 euros 
through money transfers between 
June and September 2005 by vie- 
timizing foreign clients on the Inter- 
net. 

The NBI Interpol agents were 
able to find out Kolvenbach's Philip- 
pine address through his eBay ac- 
count—an auction website on the 
Internet—which has now been sus- 
pended because of his alleged 
fraudulent activites. 

The agents then placed under 
watch the house at City Homes Sub- 
division in Dasmariñas, Cavite, 
"where the suspect was allegedly 
staying, 

NBI and BI operatives arrested 
the suspect in his home last 
Wednesday after serving a decree of 
withdrawal issued by the German 
Embassy which immediately can- 
celled his passport. 
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CHEVROLET aa” OPTRA 


You can handle it, easy. The Chevrolet Optra 1.6 L M/T comes with Euro-tuned suspension and Total Noise Reduction 
System for that smooth, comfortable drive you deserve. Turn right to your nearest Chevrolet dealer now. 


Test uve today at youe nearest Cheval Atowad dealer Ub 
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Undercover cops in schools 
THE EASTERN Police 
District will deploy un- 
dercover policemen in 
schools when classes 
open in the next few 
weeks. "We are plan- 
ning to deploy police- 
men in civilian clothes in 
schools during the start 
af classes not only to 
protect students from. 
Tobbers, snatchers but 
also from ilegal drug 
pushers,” Supt. Eimer 
Escosia, EPD inteli- 
gence and investigation : 
division chief, told the LERNER: 
Iwouirer. Though he said the police had been 
launching operations against pushers, peddling 
of illegal drugs was stil rampant in schools be- 
cause of poverty. "The principal reason pushers 
engage in drugs is because they don't have other 
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3 firms closed for pollution 


By Blanche S. Rivera. 


LAGUNA LAKE DEVELOPMENT 
Authority has shut down three firms, in- 
cluding a popular family restaurant in 
Metro Manila, for illegally discharging 
waste water. 

Cease-and-desist orders were served on 
Max's Restaurant in South Triangle, Que- 
zon Avenue, ACLEM Paper Mils Inc. in San 
Pedro, Laguna, and several offices of the E. 
Malabanan Excavator and Plumbing Ser- 
vices, including its affiliate office, the Bam 
Plumbing Services Inc, all in Pasig City 

“Max's has been operating without a 
discharge permit and it failed effluent stan- 
dards in all parameters,” LLDA general 
manager Casimiro Ynares II said in a 
phone interview yesterday. 


‘Two teams from the LLDA and the De- 
partment of Environment and Natural Re- 
sources served the closure orders on the 
three polluting firms Thursday afternoon. 

“If they can serve customers without 
water, then fine, because we have sealed 
their water sources,” Ynares said when 
asked if the order meant that the restau- 
rant could no longer operate. The INQURER 
called up the restaurant manager for com- 
ment several times yesterday but he had 
already left. 

He added that he personally sealed two 
faucets in the restaurant which had been. 
violating environmental regulations since. 
2003. 

Max's owes the LLDA at least P1 
million in fines for failing the effluent 
standards while ACLEM has been 


fined around P1.3 million. 

‘ACLEM Paper Mill, which the LUDA de- 
scribed as a persistent violator, has been 
served two CDOs since 1995, when it was 
first issued a notice of violation. 

"They still operate when no one's look- 
ing, that's why we plan to file criminal 
charges against them," Ynares said. 

Max's restaurant, on the other hand, has 
been trying to comply with the require- 
ments but a sampling conducted two 
‘weeks ago showed it once again failed to 
meet the standards despite remedial mea- 
sures. 

Ynares said the company will not be al- 
lowed to operate until it has come up with 
a plan for the construction ofa waste water 
treatment facility, including the cost and 
timetable for its operation. 


‘means to earn money," Escosia said. He added 
that his teams were monitoring critical areas like 
Barangay Welfareville in Mandaluyong City and 
Barangays Sto. Tomas, Pineda and Pinagbuhatan 
in Pasig City. The EPD would be keeping an eye 
on atleast 72 public and 82 private elementary 
schools, high schools and colleges in the cities of 
Marikina, Mandaluyong, Pasig and the town of. 
San Juan, Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


New freedom parks 

NEED to vent your grievances? Proceed to the 
Malibay Plaza in Pasay City. The City Council has 
Just passed an ordinance designating the plaza as 
a freedom park where people can freely assemble 
to hold protest actions. The ordinance was 
passed on third and final reading in compliance 
with the Supreme Court's order that all local gov- 
ernment units must designate specific freedom 
parks in their areas. The councilors said the Mal- 
ibay Plaza, which is located on E. Rodriguez 
Street in Barangay Malibay, just off Edsa, is the 
"most suitable place in the city for protestors to 
peaceably assemble and petition for redress of 
grievances.” In Muntinlupa, the city government 
has officially designated the Liwasang Bonifacio 
Parkin Alabang as a freedom park. Mayor Jaime 
Fresnedi said ralliers may assemble at the park, 
but they should first get a permit from the local 
government. Jocelyn R. Uy 


50 homeless families 

MORE than 50 families lost their homes in a fire 
that razed a community in Sta. Cruz, Manila, 
shortly after midnight yesterday. SFO1 Em- 
manuel Gaspar said the fire began around 
12:56 a.m. at the fourth floor of Adelaida 
Pangilinan's house at 1281 Elias St. in the Sta. 
Cruz area. It was put out at 1:53 a.m. The fire 
quickly spread throughout the neighborhood 
and destroyed 25 shanties, Damage to property 
‘was estimated at about P400,000, Gaspar 
added, Nobody was reported injured during the 
incident, the arson investigator said. Margaux 
C. Ortiz 


Republic ofthe Philippines 
National Transmission Corporation 
es South Luzon Operations and Maintenance 


Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 


Refurbishment of Corroded Overhead Ground Wire (OHGW) 
along Calaca-Sta, Rosa 200KV Transmission Line 
(From BCFTPP Gantry to Tower No. 112) 


“The proposed project is located in Batangas Province with an estimated lengin of 
38,008 ear kiomatere. The work contamplated tobe done by the successful 
eer shal const of turishing a superiniandance. labor and mates, suppbes 
tools and equipment and oiner elders necessary for the compile replacement 
"f corroded overhead ground wire melding ine hardwares in accordance wih the 
Tequirements ofthe Plane and Specticalons 


ITRANS-05-RCOGWCSR-EG-08] 


The NATIONAL TRANSMISSION CORPORATION-SLOM, through the 
Internal Cas Ganeraton (ICG) ane to apply the sum of Three Milion One 
Hundred Thousand (Pfo3, 100,000.00) being tna Approved Budget ce Contract 
(ABC to payments under the contract for tne Refurbishment of Corroded 
Garasa Ground Wire (OHGW) along Calaca Sta Rosa 2301Y Transmission 
Line (From BCFTPP Gantry 1 o Tomer No. 112). Dis recalved in excess of the 
AB ‘tall be avlomatcallyrejectos at Bid opened 


The NATIONAL TRANSMISSION CORPORATION-SLOM now invites polenta 
Bester 1o sumi Later of ent (LOI and api lor enginy for e Ratrbvment 
Ol Corredad Overhead Ground Wire (OHGW) along Calaca-Sta. Rosa 2308V 
Transmesen (From BCFTP? Canty to Tower No. 112) Bidders should possess a 
valid PCAB icone with License Particular of atleast: "Category D & C. 
Electrical Works" and Registration Particular of at least: "Smal B. Electrical 
Works (Power Transmission and Distribution) respoctwely, have competed 
d'omlar contoci volving supply ofa labor, matonals. supernsion necessary 
for ne rekosrenen f caroded overhead ground were Tha value cf whch shouid 
be at leas 60% ol ie ABC. and mael ine other minimum eligi requirements 
Siate in ty copy documents Apptcaion for igoity wil be evaluated on à 
insala bos. The lost doy or submission of ekgity documents shat be on 
the samo dete ofthe opening of Eley documents: June 2, 200. 09 AM s 
he odores mentioned in ma nex! suctoedng paragraphs Only those Baders 
passing the cugibhty check wit be entidea to purchase ine Bidding Document 

Completion of he works s requred by sity (60) working days. 


Bidding will be conducted through open compative bidding procedures as 
pected n he implementing Rus and Regulations Part A (INRA) of Republic 
Rei No. 9104 (R A. $184). dinerwise know as the Government Procurement 
Reform Ac, and i rosinciod, untoss onarvise sisted, a ganizations wi at 
eost sovori e percent (75%) interest or oustanding capia! sioc: belonging 
io cons ofthe Phappings. in accordanca wih IRR-A of A 9184, only Bids 
Tom ders wno passed the ekgdty chock wi ba opened. The Biidar wi the 
[Sweet Caculated bid (CB) «nali advance 1o ne post qualification siage n ordar 
to nally dotem is responsmeness Toto tactical and tanc requirements 
‘fine project: The contre shal thon be awarded io ihe Lowest Calcula 
Resporeiva Sadar (LORS) who was doteminod as such during pos qualícaton. 
Interested Bidders shal! secure the Eig documonts from the BAC Sacrotarst 
mi tme scareso stated below, staring May 22 — Juno &, 2006 from 5:00 A-M to 
5:00 F.M. upon payment of a non-rotuadabie Yoo of Pno 1.000 00. They shall 
Submit hor accomplished Cighity cocumante on or elore June 9, 2006, 9:00 
AM. at Io sited accross. Engeinty Scraonig sho be held on June 9, 2006, 
3:30 A.M oi ine OAVP Conference Room B ol ina salad adiress 
Interested eligible Biddors may obtain further Information Irom NATIONAL 
TRANSMISSION CORPORATION-SLOM Ragional Contracts Management 
Gites (REMO) and wepeci ta Bidding Documents al the address given balow 
irem 1:00 AM. lo 5:08 P.M. on June 19 — 23, 2008 
of Bong Documents may be purchased by Bddors that passed 
esentoton a Ino Notice ol Expy o te BAC 
and upon payment of a non ratundabio loo of 
ring Documents shal be recavod personaly by tha batur 
ng June 19-23, 2006, 8:00 A.M. ~ 5:00 


mI 


Canterence open to si Engle Bidders on June 28, 2006, 2-00 A.M. at Ino 
GAVE Conference Room Transco, SLOM San Vicanta, Ban, Laguna 
Deadine far submission of bids s on July 12, 2008, 9:00 A.M. at e address 
below Ai Gs must bo accompanied by 2 Bid Socurty in any of ne prescribed 
M d open shan De on the 


The NATIONAL TRANSMISSION CORPORATION-SLOM. 
o accept or Tegel any Si. and t annui tho biking process 

"any lema pror 1o antrac award, wiht thereby carni any Baby to me 
Stacie Bidder or Bidder 

National Transmission Corporation — South Luzon Operations & Maintenance 
Haponat Contacte Managemnt Olea (RCMO) 

San Vicente, ron. Laguna 4024 

M Rabon G Castuera = BAC Chaman 

(02) 001-4576 to 78 tocol 4094; 4008, 4083 

Igcastuoradtranaco ph 

182) 081-4676 to 78 loca! 4007 

newransca. ph 


(Sac) RUBEN O. CASTUERA 
‘BAC Chairman 
(Pony 20 428.208) 


HOLIDAY IN THE PARI 


With summer nearly over and school set to open in a few weeks, a group of children and their parents enjoy a picnic at the 
Quezon Memorial Circle in Quezon City. 


“GransCo 


Republic of the Philippines 
National Transmission Corporation 


Section 


Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 


‘Supply, Delivery and Comm:ssioning of Primary DCV, 
Resistance Standard, Relerence Mult-Meter and 
Thermo-Hygrometer 


(Reference No.: PB060322-EL0039) 


The National Transmission Corporation, Head Office Region (TRANSCO-HO) 
through the CY2006 Corporate Budget approved by the TRANSCO Board. intends 
io apply the sum of Php 5,700,000. being the Total Approved Budget forthe 
Contact (ABC) to payments under the contact [or the Supply, Delivery and 
‘Commissioning of Primary DCV, Resistance Standard, Reference Mult-Meter 
and Thermo-Hygrometer. Bids recewed in excess of the ABC shall be 
‘avomatcaty teecied at Ba opening 
The TRANSCO-HO now nites Bids rom eile Bidder lor Primary DCV. Deivery 
f the GOODS is requred mibi sty (60 calendar days fom recep ol approved 
‘Purchase Order. The descroon ol an eile Bidder is contaned in Secon N ot 
the Bóng Documents. IT. 
ddr wil be conducted though open competere biking procedures using non 
discretionary pass/fail criteria as speciied in the Implementing Rules and 
Regulations Port A RR-A) of Repubic Act S184 (RA. 9184). otherwise known as 
the “Government Procurement Relorm Act" and s resincied 1o gro cazenshsole 
propnelorships, organuations with at leas! sixty percent (60%) interest or 
Dutstendng capta stock belonging 10 ctzeas ofthe Phippes, and lo Chuens or 
arganaatóns ol a county the laws or rogulatons ol wich orant smiar nights or 
prinieges a Filipino ctizens, pursuant to Republe Act S183 (R.A. 5183) and 
Subject o Commonwesi Act 138 (CA. 138). Onty Bids frm Biers wo pass he 
‘agit check wil be opened. The process [a Ue cibi check is described in 
Sécton V o! 1e Bde Documents, ITB. The bidder wah the Lowest Caicuiated Bid 
(LCB) shall advance o the post qualicabon stage in order to mal determine 
resposiveness lie bd to techncal and financial requrements ofthe prec. The 
Contact shal en be awarded tothe Lowest Calculated and Responsive Bidder 
(LCRA) wha was dtermned as such dig the post-qualiicaton procedure 
‘complete set of Bidding Documents may be purchased by teresed Bidders 
‘starung May 19, 2006 to June 22, 2006 trom 9:00 A-M. to 4:00 P.M. at the 
address below and upon payment ol a non relundabie fe in the amount of One 
Thousand Pesos (PhP 1,000.00). The method of payment wil be CASH. The 
"Bidóng Documents had be recewed personaty by ihe prospecive Beer or hs 
authored represente. 
The TRANSCO-HO wil hok a Pre-Bid Conference open to al intrest parties on 
une 8, 2006 ai 2:00 P.M. at same address below. Requess lor canficatons on 
e td documents should be submited betore the Pre-Be Conference. 
Bids and eheibity requirements must be delivered Io he address below on or 
balore 2:00 P.M. of June 23, 208. A Bids must be accompaned by a Bid secury 
in any ol ie lowe form and amount: 
Form of Securly Amour 
T. Casi, cerned check, cashiers check Php 8100000 
s check, bank dat or 

revocable lener of cred (1% of ABC) 

"Bark guarantee (1.5% of ABC) Php 10050000 

Surety bond (2 9 of ABC) Pp 151.500 00 


Foreign government guarantee Pho 6,700,000.00 
(100% of ABC) 


'or an equivalent amount in 3 (rely converte currency. Late bids shal not be 
accepted 

Bid opening shal be on June 23, 2006 12:00 P.M. al the Admin Conference Ren. 
‘same address below. Bits wil be opened in tne presence of the Bidders’ 
representats who choose 10 allend s Me adress below 

Tho Novon Transmission Corporation reserves the righi to accopt o reject any 
Bi, to anml to bráóng proces, and to reject at Bids i any umo prot to contact 
award, without torebyicorrmg any kaby 10 ie alleciod Boder or ides. 
Natonal Transmission Corporaton Head Olfce Region 

Mr Amanda NL Ochoa, BAC Chasman 

 MuD Otice, GF TransCo Man Big 

Power Conter, Quezon Avo. camer BIR Road 

Diman, Quezon Cay 

Tet No. (632) 9812235 / Fax No. (632) 9228432 

Websto: mew ransco ph 


(Sg) ARMANDO N. OCHOA 


1P- ay 29 6 27. 2000) SE te m 


JoiNaONDOC 
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The DENR, meanwhile, enforced the 
cease-and-desist order on the E. Mala- 
banan Belen Excavator and Plumbing Ser- 
vices and Bam Plumbing Services offices in. 
Pasig City. 

‘The septic tank excavators were sanc- 
tioned for violating Republic Act 9275 or 
the Philippine Clean Water Act when it 
drained sludge into a Pasig creek last week. 
The Pasig government last week shut 
down two offices of E. Malabanan in 
Barangay Sta. Lucia following the inci- 
dent. 

The LLDA has started a crackdown on 
polluting firms within its jurisdiction as ex- 
perts reported that the 90,000-ha Laguna 
de Bay the biggest inland body of water in 
the country, was “extremely stressed," and 
dose to dying. 


4 hurt 
in flyover 
accident 


By DJ Yap 


FOUR YOUNG MEN ABOARD A 
Honda Civic were seriously hurt 
on Thursday in Quezon City after 
their car rammed into a payload- 
er, a vehicle used to move heavy 
materials. 

The accident occurred at about. 
1:20 p.m. on the Katipunan fly- 
over in front of Sta. Clara Church, 
traffic investigators said. 

Karlo Martin Ramos, 17, was 
traveling southbound ` on 
Katipunan Avenue when he lost 
control of the wheel. 

The car, with plate number 
UBK-862, hit the rear of the vehi- 
cle ahead of it, a Kawasaki pay- 
loader, according to a report by 
‘Traffic Sector 3 investigator SPO1 
Lerma Valladolid. 

The payloader which was 
owned by the Quezon City gov- 
ernment, was driven by Edgardo 
Santiago, 39, a heavy equipment 
operator. 

The impact of the collision in- 
jured Ramos and his three pas- 
sengers, Juan Paolo Tolentino, 
Peter Luis Ortega, and Andrew 
Ernest Mati, who were taken to 
the hospital for treatment. 


ogical 


court decision 


JUDGE ANDRES B. SORIANO OF 
the Bulacan Regional Trial Court 
in Malolos will probably go down 
in history as the judge who con- 
victed a completely crippled man 
for rape. 

His decision can even make 
it to the Guinness Book of 
World Records. 

Ronaldo "Jeff" Quesada, 33, 
a quadriplegic, was sentenced 
to life imprisonment A 
quadriplegic is somebody who 
can't move both hands and two 
feet. 

Quesada can't even answer 
the call of nature without be- 
ing carried to the toilet by at 
least two men. He weighs 150 
Ibs. 

Since he can't move his 
hands and feet, Jeff has diffi- 
culty crawling on his stomach. 

So, how could he have 
mounted the complainant, 
who was 16 years old at the 
time of che alleged rape, and 
who Jeff claims was his girl- 
friend? The complainant is 
now 19 years old. 

But how could there be pen- 
etration since Jeff can't move 
his upper and lower extremi- 
ties? 

Jeff's physical therapist, 
Melvin Maramot, testified that 
“it would be impossible for the 
accused to do the upward and 
downward motion and lead his 
private part to the private part 
of the offended party (com- 
plainant) because the sexual 
position required great coordi- 
nation of muscles.” 

Maramot said that for Jeff to 
have sex, three persons would 
be needed to help him—one to 
mount him, another to keep 
him stable while on top, and 
still another to push his but- 
tocks. 

But Judge Soriano would 
have none of Maramor's testi- 
mony. 

The complainant said that 
Jeff's distant cousin, who al- 
legedly assisted him in the act 
by holding her, had slapped 
her across the face and threat- 


ened her with further bodily 
harm with a knife if she would 
not cooperate. 

Asa journalist and long-time 
police reporter, I've heard 
about or encountered incredi- 
ble things or events. But Jeff's 
conviction for rape beats them 
all. 

In fairness to Soriano, he 
inherited the case from 
Judge Maria Belen R. Liban 
who did not continue hearing 
the case after this corner 
kept criticizing her for pussy- 
footing. 

1 pointed out that Liban 
should have dismissed the 
rape case against Jeff out- 
right after seeing his condi- 
tion. 

The case was filed by Bula- 
can Prosecutor Rita Gam- 
mad. 

What kind of judges and 
prosecutors do they have in 
Bulacan? 

Logic would have dictated 
that the rape against a com- 
plete cripple like Jeff should 
have been dismissed. 

A Pasay City Regional Trial 
Court judge allegedly goes to 
the Manila Pavilion hotel casi 
no three times a week, a casino 
employee told me. 

My source said the judge 
plays in the room reserved for 
VIPs, meaning he wins or loses 
tens of thousands of pesos. 

At a minimum of P10,000 
per night that the good judge 
could lose, that's P30,000 a 
week or P120,000 a month. 

Where does the judge get the 
money for his bets or losses? 
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Judge’s slay spurs secularist backlash in Turkey 


nemi 


THOUSANDS attend the funeral of stain judge Mustafa Ozbilgin outside Kocatepe Mosque in 


ANKARA—TENS OF THOUSANDS OF 
‘Turks took to the streets here Thurs- 
day, chanting antislamist slogans 
and calling on the government to re- 
sign as a deadly fundamentalist attack 
on senior judges landed Prime Minis- 
ter Recep Tayyip Erdogan in the hot 
seat. 

The attack on the country’s top ad- 
ministrative court underscored a deep- 
ening rift between the secularist estab- 
lishment and the Islamist-rooted gov- 
emment, often accused of trying to re- 
inforce the role of religion in politics 
and daily life in secular Turkey, which is 
seeking to join the European Union. 

“Turkey is secular, it will remain sec- 
ular” “Down with Sharia (Islamic 
law)," “Mullahs, go to Iran,” protesters 
shouted, brandishing flags and por- 
traits of modem Turkey's founding fa- 
ther Mustafa Kemal Ataturk. 

"The scene repeated itself at several 
ceremonies for a senior judge who was 


Ankara May 18. The funeral tumed into a march in defense of secularism in mainly Muslim Turkey. kiled Wednesday when a gunman 


shouting "Lama soldier of Allah” sprayed 
gunfire at a meeting room at the Council 
of State, wounding four other judges. 

The gunman, 29-year-old Istanbul 
lawyer Iparsian Arslan, said he want- 
ed to “punish” the Council for a 
February ruling that upheld a ban on 
women wearing the Islamic head- 
scarf in public institutions and uni- 
versities, court officials said. 

Anger simmered at the funeral of 
judge Mustafa Yucel Ozbilgin, 64, 
where protesters booed government 
ministers, hurled plastic bottles at 
them and called Erdogan, off on a trip. 
to southern Turkey, “a murderer.” 

Media reports said Deputy Prime 
Minister Abdullatif Sener was 
punched in the shoulders and escort- 
ed to safety by policemen forming a 
human chain around him. 

The unprecedented — shooting 
sparked accusations that the govern- 
ment had emboldened anti-secular 
extremists with its opposition to the 


headscarf ban and harsh criticism of 
court rulings confirming it. 

The secularist establishment, includ- 
ing the powerful army, sees the head- 
scarf as a symbol of Islamic militancy. 

‘Scores of military officers, includ- 
ing senior generals, attending the fu- 
neral were greeted with ovations 
from the crowd, bringing back memo- 
ries of political turmoil in 1997 when 
the army forced Turkey's first Is- 
lamist-led government to resign. 

Erdogan's Justice and Develop- 
ment Party (AKP) is an offshoot of the 
ousted and now-banned party, but 
has disowned its origins, describing 
itself as simply "conservative." 

Earlier some 25,000 people marched 
to Ataturks mausoleum, led by the pres- 
ident of the Council of State, Sumru 
Cortoglu, and other senior jurists. 

Arslan, who used his professional 
ID to get past security at the Council 
of State on Wednesday, was arrested 
immediately after the shooting. AFP 


WORLDBRIEFS 


UN panel: Close Gitmo 


GENEVA—The United Nations committee against 
torture told the United States on Friday it should 
close any secret prisons abroad and the Guan- 
tanamo Bay facility in Cuba, saying they violated 
international law. The 10 independent experts, 
who examined the US record at home and 
abroad, urged President George W. Bush's ad- 
‘ministration to “rescind any interrogation tech- 
nique" that constituted torture or cruel treatment 
of foreign terrorism detainees. It cited use of 
dogs to terrify detainees, "water-boarding" which 
is a form of mock drowning, and sexual humilia- 
tion. The United States “should ensure that no 
one is detained in any secret detention facility un- 
der its de facto effective control" and “investigate 
and disclose the existence of any such facilities," 
said the committee, which has moral authority 
but no legal power to enforce its recommenda- 
tions. His lawyers argued successfully for years 
that a serles of strokes had left the former dicta- 
‘or with irreparable brain damage and that he was 
not fit to stand trial Reuters 


Fujimori leaves jail 
SANTIAGO—Former 
Peruvian President Al- 
berto Fujimori, facing 
criminal charges in Pe- 
ru, was released from 
Chilean jail on ball 
Thursday while courts 
review an extradition 
request from the Peru- 
vian government. His 
release came after the 
Supreme Court decid- 
ed he could be freed 
FUJIMORI ^r. during the extradition 
review, expected to 
take another month. His release sparked con- 
cerns in Peru that Fujimori would flee, but the 
ex-leader denied that he would try to leave. "I 
came to Chile voluntarily,” said Fujimori, who 
had unexpectedly arrived here from exile in 
Japan late last year. "(Leaving) is totally out of 
the question." The former two-term president 
paid $2,800 bail for his release on condition 
that he remain in Chile pending extradition pro- 
ceedings AFP 


On way to confirmation 
WASHINGTON-—Gen. 
Michael V. Hayden 
sought on Thursday to 
distance himself rom 
the Pentagon and its 
role in prewar intelli- 
gence on iraq, in an ap- 
pearance that put him 
on trackto win swift 
confirmation as the next 
director of the Central 
Intelligence Agency. In a 
confirmation hearing 
before the Senate inteli- 
HAYDEN gence committee, Hay- 
den appeared in the pristine navy blue uniform he 
has worn for 36 years as an Air Force officer. But 
he repeatedly professed his independence from 
the Defense Department and its leadership, say- 
ing he had been "uncomfortable with the work of 
a Pentagon intelligence office run by Douglas J. 
Feith, a former undersecretary of defense, which 
asserted in the months before the Iraq war that 
iraq had established ties with al-Qaida operatives 
in the Middle East. He also spoke candidly about 
his disagreements with Defense Secretary Don- 
aid H. Rumsfeld about the Pentagon's contro 
over a large part of America's annual inteligence 
budget NYT 


Serious condition 
JAKARTA, Indon 
Sla—Indonesia's ex- 
dictator Suharto is in 
"serlous condition" af- 
ter colon surgery sarli- 
er this month, the 
country’s president 
sald Friday, after visit 
ing him in the hospital. 
‘Suharto, who was. 
ousted aftar32 years In 
power In 1898 amid 
student protests and 
SUHARTO e nationwide riots, had 
the surgery earlier this 
month to stem Intestinal bleeding. Doctors said 
a CT scan on Thursday revealed two new block- 
ages in his brain, but did not elaborate. The In- 
doneslan government last week announced. 
plans to drop charges against Suharto, who 
was indicted in 2000 on allegations of embez- 
ling US$600 million but has never seen the In- 
‘side of a courtroom. AP 


REUTERS 


100 killed in Afghan violence 


KANDAHAR, AFGHANISTAN—AFGHAN PO- 
lice hunted for Taliban insurgents on Friday 
after two of the country's bloodiest days since 
the 2001 overthrow of the hardline Islamists. 

‘About 100 people were killed in violence that 
began on Wednesday It included a large-scale 
attack on a town in the southem province of 
Helmand and two suicide blasts in different 
parts ofthe country. 

“We are hunting for them all over Mosa 
Qala district, to capture them or kill them,” 
said Helmand's deputy governor, Amir Mo- 
hammad Akhundzada. 

Hundreds of Taliban stormed Mosa Qala 
town on Wednesday evening and fighting raged 
for hours. Thirteen policemen and about 50 in- 
surgents were killed, Akhundzada said. 

‘The Taliban have stepped up attacks on for 
eign and Afghan government forces in recen 
months as thousands more Nato peacekeepers 
arrive in the country. 


‘The US military says the Taliban are intensi- 
fying their insurgency to ty to sap domestic 
support for the foreign forces. There will soon 
be nearly 40,000 foreign troops in Afghanistan, 
the most since 2001. 

Akhundzada said three policemen had been 
wounded in a clash with Taliban near Mosa 
Qala town late on Thursday and the Taliban 
were also believed to have suffered casualties 

But there were no other major incidents, he 
said. 

‘Among the dead found after clashes on 
‘Thursday in Ghazni province, southwest of 
Kabul, was a provincial-level Taliban comman- 
der, said police chief Abdul Rahman Sarjang. He 
identified the commander as Qari Naeem. 

Sixteen Taliban, three policemen and an in- 
telligence official were killed in Ghazni on 
‘Thursday, officials said. A passer-by was killed 
in a suicide car-bomb attack on a US military 
convoy. One American was wounded. Reuters 
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War in Iraq was a grave 
mistake, says Italy premier 


ROME—PREMIER ROMANO 
Prodi said Thursday the war in 
Iraq was a grave mistake but 
that Italy would remain on the 
front lines in the war against 
terror. 

"We consider the war and oc- 
cupation in Iraq a grave error 
that hasn't solved—but has 
complicated—the problem of 
security" Prodi said in his first 


address to the Senate as pre- 
mier. "Terrorism has found a 
new base and new excuses for 
internal and external terrorist. 
action." 

"We are convinced partici- 
pants in the war against terror- 
ism, even militarily, when it is 
legitimized by an international 
organization to which we be- 
long.” AP 


REQUEST FOR APPLICATIONS 
RFA (492-06-005) 


An international organization is soliciting applications from only indigenous. 
local organizations to assist appropriate Government of the Philippines 
(GOP) agencies and local government units to strengthen a health policy 
process that will improve health sector performance. It is envisioned that 
the selected Recipient will provide assistance in improving the policy 
‘environment and financing of essential health services, 


itis envisioned that a five-year cooperative agreement to begin on or about 
October 1, 2008. Applicants may upload the detailed information in 
www grants. gov. For inquiries, contact (632) 552-9924, look for Ms. May 
Bringula. 


REQUEST FOR APPLICATIONS 
RFA (492-06-006) 


An international organization is soliciting applications from only indigenous. 
local organizations to assist public and private sector institution in the 
Philippines prevention and control of tuberculosis (TB) as well as address 
critical issues on emerging and reemerging infectious diseases. 


itis envisioned that a five-year cooperative agreement to begin on or about 
October 1, 2006. Applicants may upload the detailed information in 
veww.grants gov. For inquiries, contact (632) 552-9924, look for Ms. May 
Bringula 


REQUEST FOR APPLICATIONS 
RFA (492-06-007) 


An international organization is soliciting applications from U.S. or non-US. 
‘non-profit or for-profit nongovernmental organizations (NGOs), public. 
international organizations (PIO or 10), and other qualified non-USG 
‘organizations to implement a program to assist appropriate Government of 
the Philippines (GRP) agencies and local government units to broaden the 
reach, improve the quality and sustain health promotion and communication 
to increase appropriate healthy behaviors and practices and consequently 
improve the health status of the Filipinos. 

Iis envisioned that a five-year cooperative agreement to begin on or about 
October 1, 2008. Applicants may upload the detailed information in 
env grants. gov. For inquires, contact (632) 552-9924, look for Ms. May 
Bringui. 
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REQUEST FOR APPLICATIONS 
RFA (492-06-008) 


‘An international organization is soliciting applications from U.S. or 
non-U.S. non-profit or for-profit nongovernmental organizations 
(NGOs), public international organizations (PIO or IO), and other 
Qualified non-USG organizations to assist appropriate 
Government of the Philippines (GRP) agencies and local 
government units in strengthening systems, commitment and 
support for essential health services such as family planning, 
maternal and child health, tuberculosis and other infectious 
diseases, which will help the Regional Government, local 
governments and the communities in the ARMM Region to improve 
their health status in a sustainable way. 


It is envisioned that a five-year cooperative agreement to begin on 
or about October 1, 2006. Applicants may upload the detailed 
information in www.granis.gov. For inquiries, contact (632) 552- 
9924, look for Ms. May Bringula. 


REQUEST FOR APPLICATIONS 
RFA (492-06-009) 


An international organization is soliciting applications from U.S. or 
non-U.S. non-profit or for-profit nongovernmental organizations 
(NGOs), public international organizations (PIO or IO), and other 
qualified non-USG organizations to implement a capacity/ 
capability building and systems strengthening program to 
strengthen appropriate Government of the Philippines (GRP) 
agencies’ and Local Government Units’ (LGU) commitment to and 
support for public health services and enhance LGU capacity to 
provide and manage quallty health services sustainably — 
‘especially family planning (FP, maternal and child health (MCH), 
tuberculosis (TB), HIV-AIDS, and other infectious diseases. 


it Is envisioned that a five-year cooperative agreement to begin on 
or about October 1, 2006. Applicants may upload the detailed 
information in www.grants.gov. For inquiries, contact (632) 552- 
9924, look for Ms. May Bringula. 
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, Mexico, 4 LatAm nations 
+ condemn US fence plan 


MEXICO CITY—THE FOREIGN MINISTERS OF 
four Central American nations condemned US Sen- 
ate plan to build hundreds of kilometers of triple- 
layered fence on the United States’ southern border, 
saying it would not stop illegal immigration. 


TWO men visita Virgin of Guadalupe shrine before they begin the journey 
from Sasabe, Mexico, to Sasabe, Ariz., walking through the desert May 18.¢ 


But although the top diplomats 
from Guatemala, Honduras, 
Nicaragua, Costa Rica and Mexi- 
co ali slammed the proposal, they 
said their only action would be to 
make more declarations and send 
diplomatic notes. 

In a joint news conference in 
Mexico City late Thursday the five 
ministers said that building barri- 
ersis not the way to solve problems 
between neighboring nations. 

“The position of Mexico and the 
other countries is that walls will 
not make a difference in terms of 


the solution to the migration prob- 
Jem,” said Mexican Foreign Secre- 
tary Luis Emesto Derbez. 

On Wednesday, the US Senate ap- 
proved a proposal to build 595 kilo- 
meters of tiple-layer fencing along 
parts of the 3,200-kilometer border 
separating the US and Mexico. 

In the same session, the Senate 
agreed to give many illegal immi- 

a shot at US citizenship. 

Guatemalan Foreign Minister 
Jorge Briz said that a major immi- 
gration reform in the United 
States is the only way to stop the 


human wave heading northward. 

“All of us are looking for a com- 
prehensive migratory regulation 
so that millions of Latin Ameri- 
cans can continue working in and 
supporting the United States 
economy,” Briz said, 

Earlier Thursday, Mexico's For- 
eign Relations Department sent a 
diplomatic note to the US State De- 
partment outlining the nation's con- 
ces about the proposed barrier. 

Honduran Foreign Minister 
Milton Jimenez said that he ex- 
pected the five nations and other 
countries in South America and 
the Caribbean to issue a joint dec- 
laration on the matter soon. 

The US House of Representa- 
tives approved plans to build 
hundreds more miles of fencing 
in December, sparking a wave of 
criticism from Latin American 


leaders, with Mexican President 
Vicente Fox comparing such a 
barrier to the Berlin Wall. 

Fox reiterated his criticisms on 
Thursday. 

"Building walls, constructing 
barriers on the border does not 
offer an efficient solution in a re- 
lationship of friends, neighbors 
and partners," Fox said in the bor- 
der city of Tijuana. “We will go on 
defending the rights of our coun- 
trymen without rest or respite. 
With passion we will demand the 
full respect of their human, 
rights.” - 

On the border with Arizona? 
bedraggled migrants who had 
been turned back by the border pa- 
trol said that more fences would 
not keep them from crossing but 
only make smugglers charge more 
money for the trip. AP 


Is English US's ‘national’ or ‘unifying’ language? Senate debates hot topic 


WASHINGTON—WHETHER EN- 
glish is America's "national lan- 
guage” or its national “common 
and unifying language" was a 
question that dominated the Sen- 
ate immigration debate. 

The Senate first voted 63-34 
on Thursday to make English the 
national language after lawmak- 
ers who led the effort said it 
‘would promote national unity. 

But critics argued the move 
would prevent limited English 


Americana 


By Jennifer Lee 


IN 1999, THERE WERE ONLY 
eight newborn American girls 
named Nevaeh. Last year, it was 
the 70th-most-popular name for 
baby girls, ahead of Sara, Vanessa 
and Amanda. 

The spectacular rise of Nevaeh 
(commonly pronounced na-VAY- 
uh) has little precedent, name ex- 
perts say. They watched it break 
into the top 1,000 of girls’ names 
in 2001 at No. 266, the third- 
highest debut ever. Four years lat- 
er it cracked the top 100 with 


speakers from getting language as- 
sistance required by an executive or- 
der enacted under former President 
Bill Clinton. So the Senate also voted 
58-39 to make English the nation's 
“common and unifying language.” 

“We are trying to make an as- 
similation statement,” said Re- 
publican Sen. Lindsey Graham of 
South Carolina, one of two dozen 
senators who voted for both En- 
glish proposals. 

Republican Sen. Jim Inhofe of 


In the name 


4,457 newborn Nevaehs, having 
made the fastest climb among all 
names since the government 
started keeping track of them 
more than a century ago. 

Nevaeh, tucked between 
Madeline (69) and Evelyn (71), is 
not in the Bible or any religious 
text. I is not from a foreign lan- 
guage. lt is not the name of a 
celebrity, real or fictional. 

Nevaeh is Heaven spelled 
backward. 

The name has hit a cultural 
nerve with its religious overtones, 
creative twist and fashionable final 


Oklahoma disputed charges that 
making English the national lan- 
guage was racist or aimed at 
Spanish speakers. — Eleven 
Democrats voted for his measure. 

Democratic Sen. Ken Salazar 
of Colorado offered the alterna- 
tive. The only Republican to vote 
solely for Salazar's “common and 
unifying” language option was 
Sen. Pete Domenici of Arizona, 
whose home state's constitution 
prohibits discrimination on basis 


of heaven’ 


“ah” sound. It has risen most quick- 
ly among blacks but is also popular 
with evangelical Christians, who 
have helped propel other religious 
names like Grace (ranked 14th) 
and Elijah (Bist among boys 
names) up the charts, experts say- 
By contrast, the name Heaven is 
ranked 245th. 

The surge of Nevaeh can be 
traced to a single event: the ap- 
pearance of a Christian rock star, 
Sonny Sandoval of POD, on MTV 
in 2000 with his baby daughter, 
Nevaeh. “Heaven spelled back- 
ward,” he said. 


ofinability to speak, read or write 
English or Spanish. 

Both provisions will be included 
in an immigration bill the Senate is 
expected to pass and send to con- 
ference with the House, where dif- 
ferences will be resolved. 

President George W. Bush, who 
often peppers his speeches with 
Spanish words and phrases, had 
little to say about the Senate votes 


while visiting the Arizona-Mexico 
border. “The Senate needs to get 
the ill out," the president said. 

Bush toured an unfortified sec- 
tion of the border in the Arizona 
desert Thursday, where he en- 
dorsed using fences and other 
barriers to cut down on illegal 
crossings. The Senate on Wednes- 
day voted to put 595 kilometers 
of fences on the border. 

Bush's border visit was part of 
his efforts to win over conserva- 


tives balking at his support for a 
path to citizenship for illegal im- 
migrants and a new guest worker 
program. 

Bush asked Congress for $1.9 
billion (eurolS billion) Thurs- 
day to pay for 1,000 Border Patrol 
agents and the temporary deploy- 
ment of up to 6,000 National 
Guard troops to states along the 
Mexican border. 

His request was not warmly wel- 
comed bysomekey senators. AP 
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FROM DINOSAUR TO BIRD 


This drawing shown by geologist 
Ismar de Souza Carvalho on May 18 


at the Federal Universi 


inRiode 


Janeiro, shows a Maniraptoran 


dinosaur. The drawing 


was made from a fossilized fingernail 
found in Uberaba, Minas Gerais, 


Brazil. Carvalho says the 
Maniraptoran dinosaur isa 


significant find because it proves the. 


transition of dinosaurs into birds. e 
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By Musong R. Castillo 


SANTY Barnachea, saying he would 
have been happier with a greater 
challenge, completed his date with 
destiny yesterday. 

‘After riding out the 75-Klometer criterium final stage for for- 
mality around the busy streets of Marikina, the 30-year-old na- 
tive of Umingan, Pangasinan, crowned himself Tour Pilipinas : GULLWING MOTORS INTL: CORP. #57 Amang Rodriguez Ave. Santolan, Pasig City 
“Tanduay Padyak Pinoy champ to join the roster of fabled riders Tel. no.: 646-7739 Fax no.: 668-1378 
who had conquered taller odds before. Winn my nutowlde.corn 

“Naka-pabor sa akin maiksi 

ao ar cy a Ge ee a ee nd 
father Santiago. sorcumco TOUR AZ 
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Brace yourself for a new synergy of style, 
performance and luxury- the new Corolla Altis. 


Proud of its heritage of Quality, Reliability and 
Durability, the Corolla has been loved by owners 
worldwide. As it celebrates its A0th anniversary 
with over 30 million units sold globally, Corolla 
Altis continues to reap awards for its dependability 
and quality. 


We at Toyota believe there is no best, only better. 


—" i E DE t, t. As we move forward to the future, you can be 

Wace He Eom T LUXURIGUS AND ERGONOMIC WEAR SEAT SUNSHADE Sure that our ardent passion to create innovative 

WWATENGNE DISCHARGE MOI OPTTRON METERS WITH STEEMIG WNEEL DAeHOARO - sura that our ardent passion 16 creste innovativ 
TEADAMPS RULU nronuaton AUD CONTROLS products will never cease. 


wwwisotazemph. S : 

TOYOTA FINANCIAL SERVICES 858-8500 

TOYOTA DEALER NETWORK: TOYOTA ALABANG, IC.. 600-0601 o 22 / 802-1991 TOYOTA BACOLOD CITY. (034) 444-1811 to 13 TOYOTA BAGUIO CITY, (074) 447-0851 / (074) 200-3273 to 74 (074) 300-4128 / 3826 / (074) 443-6778 TOYOTA BALINTAWAK, ING. 265-8901 o 007 
B AT e 0 / SE4-AQTI 10 75 TOYOTA BALINTAWAK-NORTH. 927-7215 1 17 30 1 39 1 927-7242 1 44 1 48 S£ 1 927-7257 1 62 1 65 1 927-7268 / 69 TOYOTA BATANGAS CITY, INC.. (043) 723-7388 1 043) 722-7529 TOYOTA BICUTAN PARANAQUE. 777-0500 
TOYOTA CHIARATUA CITY, INC, (041) 483-481 to 57 TOYOTA CAGAYAN DE ORO, INC.. (08822) 729-170 / 791 / 846 I (089) 858-9986 / 088) 858-7770 / (08822) 737-480 TOYOTA CEBU CITY, INC.. (092) 258-1161 TOYOTA CEBU MANDAUE, (032) 245-8670 
TOYOTA COMMONWEALTH. 152-101 to 27 TOYOTA CUBAO, INC. 11-0661 to 63 TOYOTA DAGUPAN CITY, INC., (075) 17-2026 to 28 / (075) 522-6771 / 67347 4773 TOYOTA DASMARIRAS CAVITE, (046) 880-2026 (046) 898-2520 TOYOTA DAVAO CITY, INC. (082) 234-0888 /- 
Tat) A942004 1 000} 234-8640 TOYOTA ILOILO CITY, INC.” (033) 320-6116 to 19 TOYOTA MAKATI, INC. 397-3333 TOYOTA MANILA BAY CORP. 832-3408 to 10 / 832.3432 1o 34 | 532-5984 / 852-2487 TOYOTA MARIKINA SERVICE STATION. 662-0701 1o 03 
Tri oni, MC "be 4611 fo 20 TOYOTA PASONG TAMO, INC. 899-8004 TOYOTA QUEZON AVENUE, IMC., 712-5001 to O6 TOYOTA SAM FERNANDO, (045) 961-1188 TOYOTA SHAW, IMC., 592-4132 / 532-8428 / 534-3009 (etr) TOYOTA SHAW-ORTIOAS. 671-0854 lo 64 671-0460 
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Barnachea craves for tougher cycling Tour 


“At saka wala Yung ibang malalakas, 
walang masyadong nagpahirap (Many good 
veteran riders were not in the field, so 1 
didnt have a really tough time)" 
Bamachea arrived with the second wave 
of riders that completed 50 laps over a 1.5- 
Jn course, docking 1 hour, 51 minutes and 
24 seconds for the final installment to a well- 
played strategy that had him collaring the 


yellow jersey in the third stage going to 
Baguio on Saturday. 

“Dati kasi, pagdating namin sa Baguio lap, 
laspag na kami (Before, we would already be 
spent when the Tour hit Baguio)” he said. 

‘The rangy 2006 Tour champ traveled a 
total of 1,219.4 km in 31 hours, 10 minutes 
and 3 seconds, winning the crown over 
feared mountain climber Frederick Feliciano 


~ PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


SPORTS 


by 3 minutes and $8 seconds and by 8:54 
over last years winner, Warren Davadilla, 
‘who was fifth overall. 

"This years Tour was just for eight stages, 
spread over eight days, roughly a third of the 
summer classics of the past. 

Stil, the win was worth P75,000 for San- 
ty plus P18,000 for having wom the yellow 
jersey for six days, and a piece of the 


Hugnatan tows 
Aces to q'finals 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


ANTIPOLO CITY—RUNNING THEIR OFFENSE 
through Reynel Hugnatan, the Alaska Aces 
sealed an outright quarterfinal bid via a 95-77 
triumph over the San Miguel Beermen in the 
Gran Matador Brandy-PBA Philippine Cup 
yesterday at the Ynares Center 

"Hugnatan, coming off the bench, poured in 12 
of his conference-high 16 points in the second 
half to help the Aces pull away against a nothing- 
to-lose Beermen squad. 

“San Miguel didn't have anything to play for, 
but they came out hard," said coach Tim Cone af- 
ter his Aces moved up to fourth with an 8-7 slate. 

‘The Beermen, already assured of an outright 
semifinal stint, fel into a tie for first place with 
Purefoods at 11-4. 

Jeffrey Cariaso sparked the Aces 10-2 run fora. 
54-50 edge after trailing, 44-48, in the third peri- 
(od. The Aces continued to pull away at 60-53 after 


P350,000 third place prize in the team race 
for the Sunbolt squad which he captained 
Joel Calderon, meanwhile, ruled the final 
stage, docking 1:49.26, a minute and 57 
seconds ahead of Barnachea's group, to fin- 
ish 10th overall just over 22 minutes behind. 
Ericson Obosa, the sprinter who won the 
opening stage from Quezon City to Cabanat- 
uan Friday last week, wheeled in third over- 
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all, 654 behind Barnachea, with Irish Valen- 
zuela, this Tours top rookie, salvaging 
fourth, 8:32 behind. 

‘Tomas Martinez was sixth, 9:57 adrift, 
Renato Sambrano seventh (12:05), former 
champion Amel Quirimit, despite two stage 
victories, was eighth, 16:43 behind. John Ri- 
cafort completed the composition of the Top 
10, finishing 18:53 behind in ninth spot. 


You think you know 


three point plays by Wille Miller and Hugnatan. 

In the second game, Dennis Espino buried a 
short jumper at the buzzer to lift Sta. Lucia past 
Talk 'N Text, 91-89, and end the Phone Pals out- 
right quarterfinal bid. 

The Realtors improved to 4-11 while the 
Phone Pals dropped their sixth straight game for 
a5-10record. 

‘Meanwhile, the PBA slapped a one-game sus- 
pension and a P5,000 fine on Ginebra star Mark 

for his unsportsmanlike behavior in the 
Kings 99-88 loss to Coca-Cola last Wednesday. 

The sees: 

Fit Game 

ALASKA 95—Hugnatan 16, Belasco 15, Miler 13, Caso 
12, Thoss 10, Dela Cnz 8, Cortez 7, Laure 6, Ferriols 6, Wison 
2. Baar 

SAN MIGUEL 77—Seige 21, Pera 15, Mono 12, 
Claguio 8, Notie 8, Gonzales 5, Cabiay 4, Kong 3, Hontiveros 2. 
Lopez 1, Adriano 0, Rae 0. 

oarters 19-7, 36:37, 64-57, 9577 


MAIN MAN: Alasia's Reynel Hugnatan in file photo emacs 


'sTANDINGS W L 
Toytaüts 10 4 
Montaña 4 
G. Goose 6 
R. or Shine 6 
Magnolia 7 
Harbour 7 
TeleTech 1 
[Hapee 1 
GAMES TODAY 
(Olivarez Sports ente 
2pm—Montahavs 
Harbour Centre 


[1pm See Naa 
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Magnolia, Rain or Shine in vital tiff 


IT HAS BECOME A SURPRISING TURN OF 
events for last conference's finalists. 

While unlikely contenders have secured 
the top three seats, Rain or Shine and Mag- 
nolia face must-win situations at the end of 
the PBL Unity Cup elimination round today. 

‘And while the prize isn't exactly an out- 
right berth, it carries an edge that could vir- 
tually decide the two squads title hopes. 

“The Elasto Painters and the Spinners will 
dispute the the No. 4 seed, which comes 


director Chris Nelson with the 50 finalists of the Mariboro Adventure 


Team (MAT) before the start of their two-day adventure training recently 
ina Tagaytay City camp. Five winners, chosen for their spirit of adventure, 


‘camaraderie, team play, attitude, and character, will be announced in a 
send-off party today at Le Pavilion Hall on Roxas Boulevard in Pasay City. 


‘The winners will represent the Philippi 


Jaca goes 
for OPBF 
title tonight 


By Salven L. Lagumbay 
Contributor 


in the 2006 MAT in Moab, Utah. 


TOKYO—CLAIMING HE HAS DONE 
everything in the gym, rising Filipino 
boxing star Jimrex Jaca clashes with 
Japan's Nobuhito Honmo today for 
the vacant Orien Pacific Boxing Fed- 
eration super featherweight crown at 


with the twice-to-beat advantage in the 
quarterfinals, at 4 p.m. today at the Olivarez 
Sports Center in Parafiaque. 

"Toyota Otis and Montaña claimed the two 
outright semifinal berths after posting the 
best records, while Granny Goose copped 
third place and the first twice-to-beat edge in 
the quarterfinals. 

Toing a better quotient, Rain or Shine 
still has the best shot to claim the quarterfi- 


nalincengve., my sian 


Yet the Spinners continue to hold out 
hope. If Magnolia wins by at least 12 points, 
it will daim the twice-to-beat advantage. 

A three-way tie at 7-7 is also a possibility 
among Rain or Shine, Magnolia and Har- 
bour Centre, which will tackle semifinalist 
Montaña at 2 pm. 

In such scenario, Rain or Shine will sil 
finish fourth due to its superior quotient. But 
ifthe Painters lose by six points, the Spinners 
„yill occupy the fourth spot. Jasmine W. Payo 


4 Pan Asian jiu jitsu, grappling 


challenge gets going today 


ACAST OF 100 EXPERTS FROM SOUTHEAST 
Asia and other Asian countries are seeing ac- 
tion in the Pan Asian Intemational Brazlian Jiu 
Jisu (BI) competition today and in the Pan 
Asian Grappling Challengo (No Gi) tomorrow 
atthe San Andres Sports Complex in Mania. 
The two-day tournament, hosted by the Kam- 
phuis-Machado Academy in cooperation with 
Manila Mayor Joselito Atienza and the Mania 


THE PHILIPPINES LOST TO TOP SEED CHINA, 
1-2, Friday and failed to advance tothe World 
Junior Tennis Final. Akio Sy and Francis Casey 
‘Alcantara prevented a shutout for the seventh- 
seeded Filipino teenagers in the Asia-Oceania 
onal qualifying tie at the Pusat Tennis Kemay- 
oran court in Jakarta, Indonesia, by beating 


the Korakuen Stadium here. 


Both fighters breezed through the 


scales at the Japan Boxing Commis- 
sion in yesterday's weigh-in. Jaca, 
who has sparred 215 rounds for this 
fight, came in at 127 41b while the 
muscular Honmo weighed 129.6 Ib. 


goes into the fight armed with a 25-1 


Jaca, from Sibulan, Negros Oriental, 


Sports Council headed by Al Atienza, kicks off 
2110302 m. The Pan Asian eventis expected 
to be the largest gathering of ju fisu and grap- 
pling practitioners in the region. Aso expected 
to vie in the tournament are practitioners from 
Taiwan, South Korea, Hong Kong, Japan and 
Australa. Brazlan ju isu is known forts fast- 
paced action and ground-fighting and tech- 
riques, said KMA head Stephen J. Kamphuis. 


RP junior netters bow to Chinese 


Bei Liu and Li Yucheng 7-6 (6). 2-1 (retired). 
‘Sy surrendered to Bei Liu, 1-6, 1-6, in the first 
‘Singles before Alcantara, coming off atwo-ieg 
Sweep ofthe Asian 14-Under Series in Sri 
Lanka, bowed to Liu Zhengyu, 1-6, 4-6. The 
Philippines wil face fourth seed Chinese Taipel. 
in the batte for fifth place on Saturday. 


windossdraw slate with 12 KOs. 

Honmo is ranked WBC No. 9 and 
boasts a 27-42 (5 KOs) record. 

Solar Sports will telecast the fight 
live starting at p.m. 

Jaca had ruled as the OPBF super- 
bantam division in 2004. 

“He's in tremendous shape,” said 
LI trainer Buboy Fernandez. 


Noli Eala? Read on 


1 USUALLY DONT GET 
fazed or ruffled by cantan- 
kerous complaints regard- 
ing an item or piece I had 
written in my column. But 
when a raving PBA com- 
missioner Noli Eala called 
the other day to bawl me 
out about two sentences I 
had written in my last col- 
umn, I uncharacteristically 
took everything in stride, with nary a whimper. I merely 
purred like a timid kitten. 1 admit 1 was intimidated, 
probably because the vision of his clenched fist while he 
was having a shouting match with Benita Chua, a PBA 
fan, at the Araneta Coliseum after a game, was stil fresh 
in my mind. 

Noli was enraged over two sentences which, to me 
and most, were no big deal. He said I had no right to 
speculate that he had left the Ynares Center early last 
Sunday (missing the Tejada accident) because he was 
tired or that he had gone to Boracay to vacation 

“I wasn't tired. I don't get tired! m very strong! Tm as 
strong as the players (or did he say sronger?). I eft early. 
because it was Mother's Day in case you didn't know, and 
my mother had requested that the whole family be to- 
gether for dinner” he yelled, jarring my tympanic mem- 
branes. 

“And for your information, I wasn't in Boracay for a va- 
cation! I was there to actively participate in an interna- 
tional Dragonboat race. You wrote that it didn't help any 
that I wasnt at the venue at the time of the accident, 
what could have done? Lam not a doctor!” 

In fairness, I was told that the Purefoods people didn't 
really care too much about Nols absence. What both- 
ered them was the absence of a properly equipped ambu- 
lance which could have brought Eugene immediately to 
the hospital, to avoid much swelling and other complica- 
tions. 

Noli then gave me the third degree: "Who gave you all 
these information?" he demanded. 1 wondered what in- 
formation he was talking about. “Tell me who your 
source is, because TI find out anyway and Tm going to 
‘exterminate that rat!” 

1 told him it was unethical for a journalist to reveal 
his/her source. But | promised to give his side in my next 
column. His dark side, unfortunately. 


IN HUDDLE 


As for Eugene, the prognosis is very good, accord- 
ing to Purefoods governor Rene Pardo. 

"Thank God, the operation went wel,” he sighed. 
Mang Pards informed us that Eugene will go into re- 
hab as soon as he gets strong enough, to bring back 
his motor functions. 

Ittook four doctors at the Makati Medical Center to 
perform the four-hour surgery: Dr. Dave Cabatan, 
spine specialist; Dr. Dindo Isabela, neurosurgeon; Dr 
Sonny Odulio, orthopedie sports surgeon; and Dr. Fil 
Felix, anaesthesiologist. 

Mountainer Leo Oracion and teammate Pastor Emata, 
the first two Filipinos to reach the summit of Mount Ever- 
est, have pulled a big surprise on us. 

‘While firmly focused on the Romi Garduce expedition 
which was closely monitored and chronicled by GMA-7, 
most of us didn't know about the duo's presence on the 
mountain until they were almost at the top. 

1 wonder ifthe blackout had been intentional. The ABS- 
CBN-supported FPMEE (First Philippine Mount Everest 
Expedition), of which Oracion and Emata are members, 
was not scheduled to scale Everest until next year 

But here's the twist. The other night, Liza Abenojar, 
wife of Dale Abenojar the fourth climber who had also 
aspired to summit Mount Everest, claimed on national 
television that it was her husband who had reached the 
Everest peak first. 

Liza claimed her husband had communicated to her 
that he had completed the climb last Monday yet, way 
ahead of Oracion and Emata. 

If this is true, the burden of proof is on Abenojar 

Asit now appears, the Mount Everest expedition was a 
race to the top among Filipinos, after all. 
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PARK Jong-Soo, playing for Eastridge, lines his putt on the 12 hole. He 
‘went on to beat Tagaytay Highlands’ Tootsie de Jesus, 4and 3. tms 
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Korean expats 
tourney of club champs 


By Jong Arcano 


GEN. TRIAS, CAVITE—PARK JONG-SOO AND 
Kwon Ye-seul made it an all-Korean show in 
the second National Tournament of Chib 


‘Champions presented by Hong Kong Shanghai E 


Banking Corp. and Ingum Golf when they 
bested their local foes in yesterday's finals at 
the Eagle Ridge Golf and Country Club here. 

The 27-year-old Park, playing for the Eastridge 
Golf Club of Binangonan, Rizal, halted the giant- 
killing run of Tootsie de Jesus, 4 and 3, their 
match taking a bizarre finish after the Tagaytay 
Highlands bet hit his own golf cart on the 15th 
hole for an automatic loss of hole. 

The 15-year-old Kwon, playing for the host 
dub, won 2-up in her duel with Vinice Godio, 
who carried the colors of Alabang and Sta. Elena, 
after another drama, this time on the last hole. 

‘Their match went to the par-4 18th with the 
Korean teener leading by a hole. Although Godio 
sent an overdubbed 3-wood drive into the 
bunker, she had all the chance to forge a playoff 


with a paras the Kore- 
an was on a very diffi 
cult lie at the edge of 
the bunker. 

“Showtime,” Godio 
whispered as she pre- 
pared for the most im- 
portant bunker shot of 
her career, needing a 
good plop of about six 
feet. 


Disgust came after 
the blast as Godio 
stayed in the bunker, the ball moving just a few 
feet from where she stood. 

That mistake cleared the way for Kwon who 
won the hole with a bogey, setting off a celebra- 
tion as Eagle Ridge personell lit fireworks at 
greenside. 

Park and Kwon won trips to prestigious HSBC 
events in Wentworth, England, and New Jersey, 
United States, for their feats. 

Godio and De Jesus each won a driver of their 


KWON: 2-hole win 


rule na 


d 


choice and a trip toa local destination. 

Tt didn't help that De Jesus, who took up the 
game only 18 months ago but is now a 6-handi- 
capper, seemed unfamiliar with match play rules. 

“Trying to save himself from getting dormie, De 
Jesus still had a chance as Park hit a long drive 
that landed in the hazard, and he had a playable. 
lie in the bushes. 

Rules official Caloy Coscolluela asked De Jesus 
to move his golf cart that was parked nearby, but 
he said it was alright. 

A horror wood shot popped out of the tall 
grass and onto the cart. 

Coscolluela later informed De Jesus about the 
infraction. Accepting his mistake, De Jesus con- 
sgratulated a surprised Park. 

Sponsors of the NTCC are Sta. Lucia Realty, 
Callaway as the official apparel, Isuzu the official 
vehicle, Titleist the official ball, PAL the official 
carrier, Chivas Regal, The Travel Club, Pacific Air 
Media and Microtel as official hotel. Platonic, the 
first locally assembled golf cart, was the hole-in- 
‘one sponsor, 


Bernis coasts to 4-shot Samsung Tour victory with 69 


JUN BERNIS FIRED A SECOND STRAIGHT 3-UN- 
der-par 69 yesterday to win the Samsung Amateur 
Golf Tour second leg by four shots over former se- 
ries champion Kim Chang-hoi at the Summit Point 
and Country Club in Lipa City. 

Bernis, the former national amateur champion and 
DHL Open winner in 2004, started the day a shot in 
front of Paul Echavez, who eventually struggled to a 
73 and settled for third place. 


Bernis gunned down six birdies, including three on 
the first four holes, on the way to nines of 34-35. His 
‘winning 282 total included rounds of 71 and 73. 

Kim, the Korean expatriate, snatched runner-up 
honors with a tournament-best 68 for 286, a shot in 
frontof the 17-year-old Echavez. 

Ronnie Torrecampo carded a 74 and finished fourth 
with 296, followed by Rufino Bayron (72-297), Joseph 
Labajo (74-299), Lee Dong Geun (75-301), Chris de- 


los Santos (73-302), Gino Bunyi (79-304) and Gary 
Sales (85-307). 

Bemis thus joined Marvin Dumandan in the grand 
finals of this five-leg Tour backed by Taylor Made, C-Li- 
um Fibre, Microtel, Titleist and Custom Clubmak- 
exs/K2G, Sunbolt. 

Dumandan nipped Jay Bayron in a three-hole play- 
offto rule the kickoff leg in Baguio last month. 

Meanwhile, Manfred Guangco rallied with a 74 for 


149 to capture top honors in Class A. He beat Marco 
Olivers, who also carded a 74-152, by three shots, and 
first-day leader Yoon Sung Bin, who skied to an 80. 
153, by four. 

Allan Alegre shot a 79, then nipped Raulito Zamora 
in a playoff to rule Class B. Alegre and Zamora, who 
had a 77, finished tied at 158, a shot ahead of first day 
leader Benny Hurtado who tripped with an 84-159, 
the same total of four placer Marlon Soriano (78). 


Bata battles 
Amang in 
Vegas Open 


EFREN "BATA" REYES BOWED TO GER- 
manys- Ralf Souquet, 9-11, in the fifth 
round yesterday and arranged an Al-Fil- 
ipino showdown with Jose “Amang” Parica 
in the 2006 Enjoypool.com 9-Ball Champi- 
onship Open yesterday at the Riviera Hotel 
and Casino in Las Vegas, Nevada. 

The Californiz-based Parica, who lost in 
the fourth round to Johnny Archer, 11-8, 
bounced back into contention by nipping 
Satoshi Kawabata of Japan, 11-10, and 
Tony Robles of the US, 11-7, in the losers 
bracket. 

Souquet arranged a hotseat match 
against fellow unbeaten Archer in the sixth 
round 

‘The winner of the match between Reyes 
and Parica will slug it out with Charlie 
Williams or American Mike Davis, whom 
Parica had beaten in the third round, 11-10. 

In the fourth rounds other featured 
matches, Williams upset defending champi- 
on Thorsten Hohmann of Germany, 11-10, 
while Souquet posted a similar 11-10 win 
over American Corey Deuel. ‘Marlon 
Bernardino, Contributor 


Jetski series pits 
locals vs visitors 


SUBIC—TWO RENOWNED INTERNATIONAL 
riders from Guam will test top Filipino jet skiers 
today in the second leg of the 2006 Petron Nation- 
al Jetski Series at the Waterfront Beach here. 

‘Alex del Mundo and Ron Guyos, both jetski 
champs in Guam and veterans of the annual 
World Jet Ski Finals in Arizona, arrived last 
night and are expected to provide excitement 
in the Expert division. 

‘That field includes 1991 champion John 
Dee of Intex Marketing and Dev't Corpora- 
tion, Thailand King’s Cup veteran BJ Ang and 
‘World Jet Ski runner-up Paul del Rosario, who 
bagged three titles in the kickoff leg. 

Also expected to gain attention are up-and- 
coming riders led by Dax Figueroa, Rommel 
Pineda, Butch Casido, Robbie David and Myk 
Mangio who will dispute the titles in the 
Novice division. 

Active jet ski riders and new enthusiasts in- 
tending to compete in the national series can. 
call up Networx Jetsports at tel. no. 413-3109 
or may log on at www.networxjetsports.com. 


SJC derby slates 60 fights 
BIGTIME COCKFIGHTING RESUMES AT THE SAN 
Juan Coliseum as a special 5-cock derby fires off at 4 
am. today with some 6D quay foh on tap and with 
Sagupaan Complexor 3000 as main backer, Upcom- 
ing derbyist Tony Antonio, son of sabong dol Patick 
Antonio, wii host he derby wich drew participants 
from prestigious cockers organizations. According to 
Antonio, aficionados can expecta rare atte of bets 
from the Cagayan Cockers Group, Gentlemen Cockers 
‘Association of the Philippines, National Cockers Asso- 
aon and Pasay Cockpit Cockers Associaton. For 
other detalis, lease cal 726-5369 or 0917-8041691. 
Meanwhfe, ta Handlers Cup 4-cock derby Is aiso 
slated at SJC on Monday, May 22. 


Government Warning: 
Cigarette smoking is dangerous to your health. 
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Clippers sail past Suns 


Brand shines as Los Angeles 


University star came up with a solid double-double to help force a deciding game. 


Batangas hosts second 


dragrace leg 

ROSARIO, BATANGAS—THE COUNTRY'S TOP 
dragsters batte it outin the 2006 Red Horse-PCSO 
National Drag Racing Championship second leg today 
at the Batangas Racing Circuit Drag Strip. Some 60 
‘cars, ed by Dave Jota of Blanche Racing, wil be wing 
forthe titles at stake. Jota lock forward to another 
record breaking run as he guns for his second straight 
win in the premere Quik à division. In the ast leg, Jo- 
ta broke his own record four times before establishing 
the new record time of 11.58 in the Quick 8 Finals 
against Mico Vinadao. Jota will also compete in the. 
Pro Css where hel be going up against Drag Racing 
Driver of the Year Leo Joe! Cordero and Kckofleg 
champion Conrado Estrada of Team Ready-Ado Motor 
inthis event sponsored by Red Horse Beer, Pippine 
Charity Sweepstakes Offce and supported by Piipinas 
Shel, Denso, Yokohama, Casino Fiipino and Sparco. 
Cordero aime to radeem ost esteem alter a disap- 
pointing stint st month. Registration wil oniy be unt 
Sam, today before the competion proper starts at 


SSC, PCU seek s 


SAN SEBASTIAN AND PHILIPPINE 
Christian University gun for the last 
two semifinal berths as they take on 
‘University of the East and Lyceum, re- 
spectively in the penultimare elima- 
tions playdate in the Shakeys V- 
League at the Blue Eagle Gym. 

Tied at fourth place on 3-3 slates, 
the Lady Stags hope to advance 
against the ousted Lady Warriors at 
4 pm. while the Lady Dolphins eye 
a berth in the semis against the Lady 
Pirates at 6 p.m. 

PCU, however, is expected to en- 
counter stiff ‘resistance from 
Lyceum, the only other team with 
an outside chance for the fifth and 
last semis berth. 
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Clippers power forward Elton Brand 
had another outstanding game, scoring 
30 points, grabbing 12 rebounds, and 
blocking five shots. His performance 
was complemented by Corey Maggette, 
who scored 25 points, built around a 7- 
£8 shooting from the floor. 

los Angeles scored at a blistering 
pace, passing the 100-point mark when 
Maggette sank a three-point jumper with 
8:54 remaining in the fourth quarter. 

‘The Clippers shot 61.5 percent from 
the field, while the Suns made 43.7 per- 
cent oftheir shots, led by Shawn Marion 
with 34 points. 

In Tuesdays Game Five, Maggette 
only managed eight points in 17 min- 
utes on the field. 

“I just needed some minutes. I got 
Ae more opportunity to show what I can 


forces Game 7 ` 


LOS ANGELES—THE LOS ANGELES CLIPPERS CON- 
tinued their surprising season with a 118-106 win over 
the Phoenix Suns on Thursday to level their Western 
Conference second-round playoff series at 3-3. 


do," Maggette told reporters. 

Maggette did not start Thursdays 
game but his performance kept him on 
the floor for 27 minutes. 

Brand, who like Maggette played at 
Duke, hit on 14-o£21 field goals. 

Three other Clippers scored in double 
digits, including point guard Sam Cassell 
with 15, center Chris Kaman with 15, 
and forward Quinton Ross with 18. 

“We just couldnt stop them,” Suns 
coach Mike D'Antoni said. 

‘After two extended series with the Los 
Angeles Lakers and now the Clippers, 
D'Antoni said he was happy for the break. 

“A game in Phoenix with three days 
rest, I don't think we can ask for any- 
thing more,” D'Antoni said, 

Five Suns players scored in double 
figures, including guard Leandro Bar- 


emis slots 
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PHOENIX superstars Shawn Marion (left), Steve Nash (center) and 
Leandro Barbosa are left stumped in Los Angeles. 


bosa, who did not start but tallied 25 
points on 10-of 20 shooting including 4- 
o8 from three point range. 

Guard Steve Nash scored 17 points 
on 6-0F 16 shooting and he had 11 as- 
sists, 

Raja Bell scored 13 points and shot 
only 2-of9 from the field two nights af- 
ter his last-second shot in Game Five 
saved the Suns. Center Boris Diaw 
scored 14 points. 

The Clippers turned a 37-45 mark in 
2004-05 to reach the second round of 
the NBA playoffs, further than the team 
has ever been in its 36-year history In 
the 35 years before this season's 45-37 
record, the Clippers had won only 36 
percent of their games. 

Clippers vice president and NBA leg- 
end Elgin Baylor was named executive 
oftheyearbeforethegame. Reuters 

© NBAonTV 

SOLAR SPORTS—San Antonio vs. Dallas (10 
ame) 

ESPN—San Antonio vs Dallas (230 am. Ive, 
30 pm. reply) 
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GAMES TODAY 
(Blue Eagle Gym) 


Son Sebastian | 


WUE 
6pm—Pcu 
vs. Lyceum 


vance in this tournament presented 
by Shakey's Pizza and backed by Ac- 
cel, Mikasa, ABC'S and ABC Sports. 
| — Awin by Lyceum today coupled 
with a victory over Ateneo, also out 
of it all with a 1-5 card, on Monday 
would clinch it the fifth and last spot 
in the double-round semifinals. 
"Were definitely going for a 
] win," said Lyceum coach Emil Lon- 
toc, who steered the RP women's 
Ì squad to the country’ last South- 
east Asian Games crown in the 1993. 
Singapore Games, in Filipino. 
Focus will also be on San Sebas- 
tian, hot on a wail ofa stirring three- 
game romp after dropping its first 


three assignments, 


TITLE MATCH: Marco Antonio Barrera (left) and Ricardo “Rocky” 
Juarez pose at a pre-fight news conference in Los Angeles. The pair 
will battle for the WBC super featherweight world championship at 


9:30. Participants may cali (632) 8172241, 7295365 
or fax 8151241 for deals 


‘With a 2-3 (win-loss) card, the Muralla-based 


‘That streak included a pulsating come-from- 
spikers need to sweep their last two games to ad- 


Staples Center in Los Angeles on Saturday. 
behind win over Ateneo last Monday. jns Cer les E i 
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The Mazda Tribute 3.0 L 
Best Entry Level SUV for 2005* 


Mazda Alabang Finvest Corporate Cy, Alabang Zapote Road, Alabang, Munt 
T 7221138 Mazda Quezon Avenae 721 Queton Ave., St. Domogo, Qua 


* As awarded by Car Awards Group inc. 
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‘AMERICAN IDOL 


Katharine, Taylor gear up 
for ultimate showdown 


By Nestor U. Torre 


AST THURSDAY, THE "FINAL 

two" of the 2006 "American Idol" 

singing search were announced: 
Taylor Hicks and Katharine McPhee. 

Tt was a sad adieu for Elliott Yamin, the third sur- 

viving finalist, but the viewer-voters’ verdict 

could not be disputed. After a brief period of 


ups and downs. So, perhaps vorite Chris Daughtry, so it 
Taylor has an edge? could very well be that her 
Froi fan base has of late consoli- 
snaar dated into a strong and loy- 
But, Katharine surprised al force that could enable ‘NeXT ROONGUEZ 
everyone last week when her to score another major 


Seis. 


she scored better than fron- upset next week! HICKS AND MCPHEE. Gifted, charismatic and gutsy “final survivors.” 


trunner and perennial fa- What do you think? 


sniffling over what might have been, the 
show's attention shifted back to next week's 
“ultimate showdown” between Katharine and 
Taylor. 


Talent and heart 

What made them win the viewing and 
voting public over to their side? Last 
Wednesday, the tilts top three each sang 
three songs with all the talent and heart 
they could manage. 

To our mind, Katharine did best of all, 
thanks to juror Simon Cowell (of all people), 
who suggested that she should sing "Some- 
where Over the Rainbow" as one of her three. 
showcase numbers. 

Cowell has been rather critical of Katharine. 
throughout the competition, so his helpful 
suggestion was ironically inspired, and 
helped her come up with a simple yet felt in- 
terpretation that boosted her stock with lis- 
teners. 

For his part, Elliott was hampered by less 
than inspired song choices. 

‘As for Taylor, he gained points because he 
showed another, less idiosyncratic side to his 
talent. 

In fact, in a couple of his songs, he came 
across sort of like a younger version of George 
Clooney. —Not bad for a gonzo, goony guy 
from the South. 


Cliffhanger 

This week's penultimate competition was a 
real cliffhanger, because only fractions of a 
point separated the survivors from the 
ejectee—the votes were 33.06, 33.26 and 
33.68! 

Next weeks “final-final” showdown be- 
tween Taylor and Katharine can be expected 
to be similarly close, because this week's vot- 
ing pattern suggests that the finalists’ fans 
have already decided to go all the way in sup- 
porting their respective favorites, hence the 
“by a nose" victories for Katharine and Taylor 
last Thursday. 

Of course, some of Elliott's fans will opt to 
shift their votes to either of the two remaining 
finalists, so this could tip the balance in favor 
of next week's ultimate winner and official 
2006 American Idol. 

And who would that be? Throughout the 
months-long competition, Taylor appears to 
have done consistently well in terms of votes 
pulled, while Katharine has had her share of 


There’s more 

to Josh Lucas 

than ‘beauty’ 
and brawn 


By Rito P Asilo 


WHEN WE IN- 

terviewed xm 

Lucas recently to 

talk about his lat- xJ 

est movie, Wolf- 

gang Petersen's 

“Poseidon,” we 

were pleasantly 

surprised to dis- 

cover that there 

was more to the LUCAS. Passion and 
blond and blue- drive. 

eyed actor than 

his brooding good looks and sex appeal: 
Honesty and a sense of humor. 


Perfunctory 

But, it was only after the perfunctory 
Q&A about his latest film that the actor 
started to loosen up. Soon thereafter, we 
had a blast talking about his past films, 
his co-actors, the theater, career choic- 
es—even hilarious and strange encoun- 
ters with overly anxious fans! 

Aran early age, Josh had learned to ap- 
preciate the anti-nuke activism of his par- 
ents, although the family’s constant 
transfers—30 times before he reached 
the age of 131—had not given him a sense 
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THE MOVIEHOUSES 
at Starmall Edsa have. 
been upgraded, uti- 
lizing three-way Dol- 
by Digital surround, 
new seats, fully-car- 
eted flexi light 
looring, and central- 
ized ticket booth. 

In celebration, 
Starmall and its sister 
outfit, Metropolis Star 
Alabang in Muntinlu- 
pa City, are offering 
pre-loaded cinema 
passes, good for two 
months from date of 
purchase. For P500, a 
moviegoer can make 
10 visits to the cine- 
ma. Call Starmall Cin- 
emas at 726-6150 or 
Metropolis Star Cine- 
mas at 850-4285. 


FOSTER.Co-stars 
with Denzel 
Washington in 
hostage drama. 


‘Inside Man’ 

Detective 
Frazier 
Washington) 
Madeline White 
(Jodie Foster), a 
powerbroker with a. 
hidden agenda; 
match wits in the new 
film, “Inside Man,” a 
tense hostage drama 
directed by the ac- 
claimed Spike Lee. 
The film opens on 
June7. 


Mall tour 

Soapdish and Pro- 
tein Shake perform 
cuts from their als 
bums back-to-back 
today at Robinson. 
Novaliches, tomor 
row at Robinsons: lit} 
pa, on May 28 at 
Robinsons Angeles 
June 3 at Robinsons 
Pampanga, and Jung: 
11 at Robinsons: 
Imus. 


Movies on TV 

On HBO, May 26: 
at 9 p.m., "Assault of 
Precinct 13.” May 2. 
atllam., 

May 22 12:45 p.m; 

“The Witches of East 
wick.” May 23 ai 
6:30 am, "A Sol: 
diers Story" May 24 
at 8:15 am, “The 
Sea Wolves.” May 25: 
at 3:30 p.m, "Th 

Bonfire of the Vani- 
ties." May 26 at 8:15. 
am., "Men Dont 
Leave.” 

On Cinemax, May 
20 at 9 p.m., "Bean." 
May 21 at 4:35 p.m., 

‘Sleepers.” May 22 at 
11 p.m., "The Outlaw 
Josey Wales." May 23 
at 2:45 p.m., "Eternal 
Sunshine of the Spot- 
less Mind.” May 24 at 
6:25 pm., "20,000 
Leagues Under the 
Sea.” May 25 at 6 
a.m., "The Guns of 
Navarone.” May 26 
at 8:10 am, "The 
‘Trouble with Harry” 


Meet... 
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reflect — extensive. 
travels, experiences, 
keen observation and 
perception." 

Today, she opens 
her restored ances- 
tral home to stu- 
dents, so that their 
young minds can 
appreciate the hon- 
or and distinction 
she has brought to 
Batac and to her na- 
tion. 

Singapore's "The 
Eastern Star" notes 
that, for the Grand- 
ma Moses of Batac, 
fe with its com. 
plexities bears its fait 
Share of burden om 
the deep recesses af 
Lucas mind, soul 
and spirit." 3 
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By Behn Cervantes. A Die Welt art critic once ex- she can provide vital information on pre-war medical supplies to the captured American 
claimed: “Lucia Mangapit Valdez cosmopolitan churches in Mai missionary, Mary Stagg. 
UL THE COUNTRY brought the feeling of summerto Auntie Lucing remembers the dangerous The Manila Chronicle writes: “Her works 
should know youl" our very cold winter!” The eritic years, when she would smuggle goods and ‘Meer/a22 “OLD SEAPORT IN CURRIMA 
Napoli Billy” Praised Valdezs capacity for ex- "e 
pen. ly” pression because “the artist is aprum ES LER 
dbuers National Artist never at a loss for variations m RE. E AF kl 
or the Visual os sequ her motives, tech- || Ei ERS 
Arts, stated when B 2077 pedes t 4 ü 2d. 
Lucia Mangapit y The proud lokana Hi 5x at Y hy m E . immigrate” 
Valdez demurred ; id E 
from holding an į; ; 3 
EE z ed from the Universi 
exhibit of her|& 5. of Mania i 1937, bi ‘MILLEN WORKERS 
paintings > Ti o kanl * INVESTORS 
Maler al, the 88- a fom 1948 t0 1951, shë * ENTREPRENEURS 
year-old widow of ca- VALDEZ. studied panes m [- + 
reer diplomat ob: iti d Jack Turkow and Saral 
Casimiro Marcos pereeption. Baker at the American xm LEADING CANADIAN IMMIGRATION LAWYER 
Valdez has held ex- University where she E 4 I AND ATTORNEY TO THE STARS 
hibits of her works in London, pursued degree in Fine Arts. AM b 1 ATT. HENRY MOYAL WILL BE IN THE PHILIPPINES 
Singapore, Indonesia, New p. D | FROM MAY 23-29, 2006 TO PROVIDE CONSULTATIONS. 
Zealand and Germany, Diplomat Ho E é 
ae 1n 1948, she married her diplo- s : \ TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT PLEASE 
Distinct honor mat husband, who constantly en- P PLEASE CALL (63) 916.351.3004 ASK FOR ETAN 
Tn fact, Valdez has the distinct couraged her artistic aspirations f 
honorof being accepted asanon- She also became a friend end | ef SPACE IS LIMITED SO PLEASE RESERVE TIME 
member exhibitor in London gal- associate of National Artist for h ad ke 
leries ‘Theater, Severino Montano. Atty. Henry Moyal has been representing 
pa Douglas, oe president m E Bars il ^ the Filipino community for over a decade and 
of the American Univesity in proudly declares, “Auntie Luci 
Washington, DC, cites “her versa- is a wealth of information on many top PpS e and entertainers 
tility of media, whether oil, chalk Ilokano history.” r immigration cases. 
or watercolor, and her citizenship “Auntie Lucing is knowledge- H ATTY. HENRY MOYAL 
(which finds expression in her sin- able about regional folklore, mu- VISA EXPERTS 
erity and outreach) are reflected sic, Uokano literature and art || "Ye Deal With All Immigration Matters” 
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There's more to Josh Lucas... ^ Road sig 


case of the nerves, but a certa e aa Wildy ^ Wat did be think of the awad WHEN W 
‘bf stability Result? Hebecamean actor! kind of exhaustion. Shoot- Po land ri Chest kiss") given to him and Reese by travel, it is useful 
He believes in fighting a good fight, ing a movie is different, 7 h Choice A iheiron- to read road 
ut as he explained, “I practice my ac- because the film crew is (^, j y? “He's in “Sweet Home Alaba. signs that guide 
tivism a little more differently—and not there to judge y MM f PN s strange. 1 us. In our jour- 
‘more quietly than they did. I redirect performance. A live au- =) h didn't learn about the award until ney through life, 
my passion and drive to improving my- dience, on the other § e x about six months ago—and weshotthe We can take to 
Selfasa person.” hand, is there to do just j cor derby " know what | heart proverbs 
Understandably, Lucas’ introspective that! Its a unique chal- i f°A thought? Tm an award-wi that give us vi- 
demeanor translates to his choice of film lenge that requires a dif. Z tor.. finally (Laughs)” sion, 
ferent kind of energy and ted man- lere are tips R yalenci 
stamina.” ý i itn - Fanencounter taken fom “my f: Valencia 
On a lighter. L^ 4 starin“Fiulk")? Afterabriefpause, Any strange fan encounter? Josh n Little Book of 47d S. 
gamely acquiesc SS" | | hemuttered, Australian.” called: “My sister and I walked intothe Proverbs,” edited Bismark 
ATE asked him to describe some of lobby of an office bui fh byA.Amus | — — ————— 
Legitimate stage his co-stars in a word or two: SẸ ehind the inforn k * He who does 
He even tried the legitimate stage What did he think of Rees V 1 A ul, up, she stared at me, turned to my sis- not look ahead remains behind. (Span- 
(Tennessee ams “The Glass Witherspoon (who starred wi ter, looked back at me—and screamed! ish proverb) 
Menagerie,” with Jessica Lange), al- him in “Sweet Home Alabam: 2 ill Then, she passed out! 1 got scared, to * He who never begins, never ends, 
though, admittedly, his rare stint on “Funny and tou 2 y. We ¥ y the least. When she woke up, she (Abruzzi) 
last year was a love-hate affair Patrick Dempsey? He laughed, “I love difficult things together, he chal- kept saying: ‘I love you!” But, I was just * Ifyou want to reach the goal quickly, 
lined: “Performing to a live k. m lenged me so much. He pushed “glad she was alright!” don't just sit on the roadside. (Livonian) 
audience every night can be magical, but raising cars’ and made me better” Sean Penn But, really, can you blame the po * Tt is not enough for a man to know 
Jhe downside is, there are nights v Robert Redford (‘An Unfinished (The Weight of Water”)? “Brilliant, woman? how to ride, he must know how to fall. 
(Mexican) 
* No matter how far you have gone on 
awrong road, turn back. (Turkish) 
* He who does not advance, recedes, 
(Latin) 
* Pray to God, but keep rowing to the 
shore. (R 


DAVINCI NI one was ever lost on a sight 
CODF 


SAU 


Mountains 

* Men tip not on mountait 
stumble over stones. (Indian) 

* Trust in Allah, but tie your camel. 
(Muslim) 


stand 
ing: In all your ways, acknowledge Him, 
and He will make your path strai 


y these words of wisdom strength- 
en our determination to pursue the true 
purpose of life: To go back home to our 
Best Friend and Supreme Beloved. 

The road may be difficult, but He will 
be there to assist if you humbly submit to 
His plans. 

Jagad Guru Siddhaswarupananda 
Paramahams: you take one 


Breaking 
musical 
barriers 


NEW YORK-RAISED 


Puerto Rican arist 
Tito Nieves has STREET 
achieved what other 
musicians can only 
dream about—global 
acclaim. 

a lifetime of accom y 
was: Music. 
WEN The multi Mandy 


singer has broken bar- Navasero 
Y ries with s venani —— 922 
ty and crossover appeal. 

Alongside salsa luminaries like 
Puente, Celia Cruz and Hector Lavoe, Tito 
helped revolutionize what is now called tropi- 
cal music. 

Nieves has, indeed, made his mark on the 
international music scene. 


Achievements 

His achievements include awards as singer 
of the year (1994), video of the year (1996) 
for “No Me Vuelvo Enamorar,” and artist of 
the year in 1997. In 1998, Tito received a 

tion for his "Clase Aparte" album. In 

1999, he was awarded the Globo Award for 
best tropical singer, then he copped a Gram- 
my nomination for best salsa album in 2000. 

Tito remains true to his love for music. His 
songs are timeless and classy, and appeal to a. 
wide market of listeners 

His latest album "Hoy Mañana y Siempre,” 
is a collaborative effort with Grammy-win- 
ning producer Sergio George. This time, the 
tracks are a potpourri of Latin, hip-hop, rap 

SONYERICSSON CO Y and regg 

Now is your chance to experience the mu- 
sic of Tito Nieves: On June 3, he will perform 
in “Tito Nieves... Live in Manilal” at the PICC 
Reception Hall with a 16-piece band from 
Florida, 

Call 896-9939 or TicketWorld at 891-8911. 

E-mail us at mandynavasen 


Sony Ericsson 


NIEVES. Performs 
at the PICC 
on June 3 
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By Rito P. Asilo 


“The Da Vinci Code” 
D: Ron Howard 
S: Tom Hanks, Audrey Tautou, lan 


the movie drives the spiritually distant and 
ambivalent youth of today to commence a dis- 
course about God, morality and organized re- 
ligion, then the film, aside from entertaining, 


shall have served its (unwitting) purpose. A 
strong faith, after all, doesn’t waver in the face 
of speculation and adversity—as a lot of fallen 
‘martyrs can attest. 


TURD AMY Special 
anks, HoWard crack — 
a contenti 


TAUTOU AND HANKS. Team up to uncover the 


"secrets" behind Leonardo Da Vinci's paintings. 
McKellen, Paul Bettany, Alfred Molina 


HOW STRONG IS YOUR FAITH? IF YOU 
meet the last living descendant of Jesus 
Christ, are you willing to do anything—even 
commit murder—to protect it? 

Ifyou are easily swayed by conspiracy theo- 
ries similar to those cooked up by Oliver Stone 
(JFK") or Chris Carter ("The X-Files”), then 
watching the big-screen adaptation of Dan 
Brown's controversial books like opening the 
proverbial Pandora's box. But, let's get things 
straight, "The Da Vinci Code" is a well-spun 
yarn of pulp fiction, made more engaging by 
man's natural affinity to his spirituality and 
religion. 

When Harvard symbologist Robert Lang- 
don (Tom Hanks) is summoned by the French 
police after a curator at the Louvre is found 
dead inside the museum, he—along with 
French cryptologist Sophie Neveu (Audrey 
‘Tautou of "Amelle"), estranged granddaugh- 
ter of the fallen man—uncovers a trail of clues 
hidden in the paintings of Leonardo Da Vinci 

But, the "secrets" the pair unravels don't 
just lead to answers about the murdered man 
‘and his assassin, Silas (Paul Bettany). They re- 
veal unsettling details about the humanity of 


e Large Thin Qust Hawaiian Deligbye* 
e Buddy Pack (pc. Chicken 

Jesus Chrise From the damning stories culled (ao CEILS [1 Tea 

Pe EE e Shakes V-League Volleyball 


that the staunchly religious undergo, to the 
shadowy—as theyre portrayed in the 
film—characters behind the secretive, ultra- 
conservative Roman Catholic faction, Opus 
Dei. As Robert and Sophie unlock one can of 
worms after another, they increasingly expose 
themselves to nefarious characters who will 
stop at nothing to protect their interests, 

Producer Brian Grazer makes the wise deci- 
sion of hiring the services of the well-respect- 
ed Hanks and the nonconfrontational Ron 
Howard, a master storyteller who's adept at 
‘weaving high-concept stories and spectacles, 
to bring the controversial tale to the movie 
screen. 

As it is, the production is already under fire 
for its preposterous—okay, heretical—views 
about one of history's most influential figures. 
But, Howard knows his medium, and has yet 
to fail at delivering movies that don’t just pro- 
voke, but entertain as well. The story propos- 
es a disturbingly revisionist view that under- 
mines the basic tenets of Christianity—that 
alone makes it controversial, We're tempted 
to discuss them, but we won't spoil the fun for 
you. 

Moreover, the rest of the plot involves theo- 
ries and assumptions that are hard to igno 
From the mythical Holy Grail to the "rea 
identity of Mary Magdalene. 

Like Martin Scorsese's "The Last Tempta 
tion of Christ,” which posited another contro- 
versial assumption about the relationship of 
Jesus and Mary Magdalene, Howard's film 
"will continue to generate debate about the 
quality of the film and the assertions it makes. 

Surely, if Mel Gibson had to endure a lot of 
brickbats for his largely faithful but otherwise 
violently graphic depiction of the crucifixion 
of Jesus, how much more a story that ques- 
tions the very foundation of Christianity? 

The movie, which features fine perfor 
mances from Hanks, Tautou, Bettany, Jean 
Reno and lan McKellen, benefits from 
Howard's deft handling of its sensitive materi- 
al. Its tone, though, isa tad more serious than 
we expected—and the film is a little too long, 
but it delivers engaging entertainment just [MMM Reka ny 
the same. Per DIENCH Perm 

However, if the controversy surrounding 
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Ever eager to oblige, movie produc- — The first “Pirates of the Caribbean” WILLIAMS (WITH JEFF DANIELS, 
ers are providing that welcome respite flick was such a gas that a sequel, “Dead LEFT). pun arida e 


‘Man's Chest," has been 
troned out for viewing 
P next month. This time 
Why are movies better in around, Capt. Jack 
Sparrow (Johnny 
Depp) finds out that 
he owes a blood debt 
to the legendary Dav- 
ey Jones, and must 
find a way out or be 
doomed to eternal 
damnation. 
Robin Williams 
^ new oa starrer, 
" ; "RV" casts him as an 
4. All ofthe above absentee father. He 
aif Ginemas ane and his dysfunctional 
family rent an RV and 
head for the Rockies. 
Naturally, everything 
goes wrong with 
their “fun” vacation. 


especially constructed. 
for an optimal 


AYALA MALLS CINEMAS. 
Jas prt anii o D Superhero 

nia For his part Tim 
Allen plays an out-of- 
shape superhero in 
x his latest starrer, 
wmn EXC 
= tantly agrees to turn. 
THE LAST STAND MITTIT 
into a new genera- 
tion of superheroes 
DAYS TO GO eae ie wi 

from destruction 
WHOSE SIDE WILL YOU BE ON? In "Stck It," Jeff 
Bridges plas the 
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SATURDAY Special 


Haunting the haunted 


By Noclani Torre 


IN THE FIRST FEW MINUTES OF 
horror-meister Takashi  Shimizus 
“Reincarnation” ("Rinne"), the audi- 
ence is shown several scenes, each of 
which could belong to any of the J- 
horror films released within the past 
five years, 

There's the schoolgirl getting 
creeped out by a cell 


up set for the actual shooting, the film's f 
cast and crew nevertheless visit the | 
scene of the crime, where Sugiura finds | 
herself transported back to that tragic | 
day, and witnesses the killers murder- 

ous rampage. 

It’s easy to deduce that the haunted 
people in the film's first scenes proba- M 
bly have something to do with the "RI 

HAUNTING) A34 


EINCARNATION.” Ideas from 


other scary movies rehashed. 


phone; a guy alone in 
an elevator (except, 
that is, for the ghost 
behind him); another 
guy seemingly alone 
ina public bathroom; 
a truck driver who 
runs over a mysteri- 
ous, — popped-out- 
from-nowhere per- 
son, and a doll-toting 
little girl haunting 
the film's protago- 
nist. 


Mass murder 

These seemingly 
unrelated events 
start jelling when the 
rest of the story kicks 
in: A famed horror 
movie director 
(Kippei Shiina) is 
making a film abouta 
mass murder that 
happened in a hotel 
back in 1970, where 
11 people were 
killed, including the 
murderers own son 
and daughter 

Our protagonist, 
Nagisa Sugiura (Yu- 
Ya), is a young actress 
who lands the role of 
the daughter. Though 
theyre using a made- 


Laughter 
from pogo asa 
to outwit a disgrun- 
tled airport official so 
they can be reunited 
with their families in 
time for Christmas. 
What's “comedy 
prince” m Carrey 
up to? He's teaming 
up with Ben Stiller in 
“Used Guys.” The fu- 
turistic comedy is set 
at a time when wom- 
en run the Earth, and 
fen are enin Car 
rey and Stiller play 
clones rendered ob- 
solete by superior 
models whose en- 
hancements include 
better listening and 
lovemaking skills. 
Pan concept 


Narrator 

New comedy star 
Wil Ferrell’s latest 
movie is "Stranger 
Than Fiction." In the. 
film, he is cast as an 
IRS' agent whose 
world is turned up- 
side-down when he 
begins to hear his life 
being chronicled by a 
narrator only he can 
hear. 

The narrator (Em- 
ma Thompson is 
struggling to com- 
plete her novel, un- 
aware that the’ pro- 
tagonist is alive and 
is being controlled by 
her words. —Anoth- 
er witty brainstorm! 

In "Click" Adam 
Sandler finds a uni- 
versal remote that 
enables him to fast- 
forward or rewind 
the different periods 
in his life. Complica- 
tion arise when the 
remote starts to over- 
ride his choices. 
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Sarev Cill DLEO 


warmers,” three 
losers led by Rob 
Schneider try to 
make up for their 
lack of athleticism by 
forming a three-man 
baseball team to 
challenge a full 
squad of elementary 
school players. 

Tinaly, Scary 
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buster movie or po 
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from the fourth in- 


Alima cinemas 


stallment ofthis popu- 
Jar comedy franchise: 
“War of the Worlds,” 
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lessly  spoofed—with 
hilarious results! 
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take advantage of the 31st Unesco-Interna- 
tional Theater Institute Congress which will 
be held in Manila from May 23 to 27, the first 
time that the global event is being staged in 
Southeast Asia. 


Delegates 

‘Around 500 delegates are attending the 
congress, so our theater people should have a 
field day interacting with their colleagues from 
other countries, looking for commonalities and 
celebrating their cultures’ uniqueness. 

There will also be performances galore, 
plus seminars and other opportunities for in- 


J 


Date: 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER ^ 


SATURDAYSpecial 


apanese 


the delectable way 


SATURDAY, MAY 20, 2006 


d May 23-27 


PERFORMERS from the Shanghai Theater 
‘Academy strut their stuff. 


pod 
M^ 


May 27, 2006 (Saturday) 
9:00 am to 12:00 nn 


Venue: 


Federal Design Expo, 2250 
Chino Roces Ave., Makati 


Theme: 


Japanese Cuisine 


Speaker: 


Chef Him Uy de Baron 


Chef Him Uy de Baron is a professional kusinero at large. He's also a chef instructor for 
academy for International Culinary Arts and Consultant for East Café in Rustan's Makati. 
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Kickin: your; 
Appetite!) 


teraction that we shouldn't pass up, because 
they could expand and enrich our apprecia- 
tion of the congress theme: Heritage imping- 
ing on theater and life today. 

In addition, the World Festival of Drama 
Schools is currently being held (until May 
29). Its "Theater for All" component is par- 
ticularly exciting because it enables foreign 
drama groups to perform all over the Philip- 
pines. For instance, Peruvian performers 
will visit Vigan, Indian players will perform 
in Baguio, and a troupe from the Ukraine 
will go to lloilo. 

We cite this initiative because we think it's 
important that theater gets out of theaters ard 

reach out to people 
where they live and 
breathe. 


Events 

The congress and 
festival has many oth- 
er components so 
people who love 
stage presentations 
are urged to do their 
best to clear their 
schedules, sothey can 
watch or participate 
in as many theater 
events as they can be- 
fore the ITI events 
come toa close 

For schedules, call 
NCCAat 527-2192 or 
93, fax 527-5529, or 
visit wwwnc- 
ca.govph 


Haunting 
angry, vengeful 
ghosts of the victims. 
Then it gets confus- 
ing 

‘These people are 
supposed to be the 
reincarnated souls of 
the murder victims. 
Yet, they are being 
haunted by their own 
souls—and the souls 
of others who were 
killed that day It 
doesn't make any 
Sense: How can you 
bea ghost if you've al- 
ready been reincar- 
nated? 


without thes 
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Problematic 
Shimizu, who gave 
us de | ‘Swon" 
“Grudge” films, 
doesn’t appear to find 
this problematic. Lat- 
er on, you'll see these 
people looking zombi- 
fied and lurching 
around in the hotel. 
Despite the confu- 
sion engendered, the 


movie will still keep 
you riveted—if only 
because you want to 
find ow why the 
murderer did what 
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bad loans ratio falls to 8-year low. 


Further decline seen with SPV framework: 


ie m] 
SM PRIME president Hans Sy poses for photographers at the lobby of the Mall of Asia. movzsess 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE AMOUNT OF SOURED LOANS OF PHILIPPINE 
commercial banks as a percentage of their total lending 
portfolio dipped to a new eight-year low at 8.26 percent in 
end-March, the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas said yesterday. 


Theend-March non-performing loans 
(NPL) ratio was a notch lower than the 
8.27 percent posted in end-February, 
and was the industry's lowest since hit- 
ting 7.42 percent in end-March 1998. 
"The month-on-month improvement 
in the industy’s NPL ratio was mainly 
due to banks’ direct write-offs of prob- 
Jem loans as well as rigorous collection 
and settlement efforts,” the BSP said. 
During the month, the industry's 


NPLs declined by 0.5 percent to P157.89 
billion, offsetting the 0.3-percent cut in 
total loan portfolio to P1.91 trillion. 

‘The NPL ratio in March stood signifi- 
cantly lower than the year-ago level of 
113 percent. Year-on-year, banks 
problem loans were also nearly 25 per- 
cent lower than the reported P207.19 
billion level in end-March last year. 

The ratio of restructured loans to 
total loan portfolio slightly went up to 


5.2 percent from a month ago's 5.18 
percent after a 0.4-percent growth in 
total restructured loans. 

But actual restructured loans fell b 
6 percent, thereby bringing non-per- 
forming restructured loans as a ratio off 
total restructured loans down by 3.22 
percentage points to 47.68 percent. | 

Asof end-March, total restructured? 
loans amounted to P99.7 billion 
while non-performing loans stood at 
P47.54 billion 

A debt restructuring can cover a 
whole range of debt concessions—in- 
cluding the stretching out of maturi- 
ties, lowering of interest rates and in, 
extreme cases, the conversion of debt 
into equity—to give the borrower a^ 
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P6.5-B ‘Mall 
of Asia’ opens 
tomorrow 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


SM PRIME HOLDINGS INC,, THE MALL DEVEL- 
oper of taipan Henry Sy, is opening tomorrow 
the P6.5-bilion “Mall of Asia,” its biggest and 
most ambitious project in the country to date. 

SM Prime president Hans Sy said the 
400,000-square-meter mall would give jobs to 
an estimated 10,000 workers—which include. 
construction workers, tenants’ personnel and 
department store and hypermarket employees. 

“This is our own way to contribute to the 
economy, 10,000 new jobs will keep the ball 
rolling,” Sy said following a press conference 
held at the Italianni's Restaurant in the Mall 
of Asia in Pasay City. 

Rigorous security systems will be in place 
by Sunday's grand opening with surveillance 
cameras and close-cireuit TV monitors in 
place and more than a dozen bomb sniffing 
dogs patrolling the area, 

President Macapagal-Arroyo will be the 
guest of honor during the malls blessing today. 
* Mall of Asia is Sy's 25th mall, with more 
than 600 local and international brands and 
180 indoor and al fresco dining outlets. 

The mall is also seen to consume up to P65 
million worth of electricity a month com- 
pared with one of its largest malls, SM Mega- 
malls P45 million in power usage a month. 

Sy said he harbored mixed feelings about 
the long-awaited launch of Mall of Asia after 
it took two-and-a-half years to build. 

"Now the pressure on construction is over, the 
pressure on operation is about to begin,” Sy said. 

P6.5-B MALLUB2 
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STOCK MARKET 


(See stock market reporton Page B2) 


Shares ciose lower 


SHARE PRICES CLOSED 0.96- 
percent lower yesterday after fur- 
thar losses on Wall Street 


overnight amid continued uncer- 
tainty over the outiook for US interest rates, 
dealers sald 
They sald the local market's recent sell- 
down has pushed the main Index back to 
where it was before't surged to a near sev- 
an-year high early fast week. 
The Philippina Stock Exchange compos- 
Ite index lost 22.72 points at 2,356.02 after 
trading between 2,339.51 and 2,378.74. 
Volume totaled 9,96 billion shares worth 
.P2.2 billion, 
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Jome sweet day when blossoms fall, and all the world’s: a songs 
Sl. go back to Georgia, cause thats where T belong 


-from-the song Georgia On My Mind, 


h 


cont” ear 


hat is the Georgia on your mind? 


The Mansions of Georgia Club...homes of lyrical charm, resonating classic American Southern architecture...with quaint 
porches as interludes, as your own sanctuaries for taking time, 
in tune with the lushness of the surrounding, 


comforting greenery. 


It is a place you'll long for...a home where you belong. This is the Georgia in our mind. See it for yourself and make it yours, 


Get a Property Preview of The Mansions of Georgia Club, 


Call 850 2868 or 850 3084 Click www.bi 


The prime development of Brittany in the masterplanned Mesa Land property, Georgia Club is near SLEX and Sta, 


ittany-georgiaclub.com 


in tranquil reverie or in sweet company..in harmony, 


Rosa's commeretal and business areas. 
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rH. ? 
Alcatel seeks 
bigger RP 
presence 


FRENCH COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY 
firm Alcatel recently signed on two additional 
business partners in the country in a bid to in- 
crease its market share in the booming 
telecommunications industry. 

Ina press briefing, a regional Alcatel official 
said the move which rides on the strengths of 
local partners —would help the company devel- 
‘op a stronger presence in the country while al- 
lowing it to save on manpower costs. 

“We now have two new business partners 
in the Philippines to add to the existing one," 
senior vice president for enterprise solutions 
in the Asia-Pacific Clifton Yong said. 

‘The partnership with local firms maximizes 
the company’s reach in the local market by 
providing local clients with sales and support 
services, he added, 

‘At present, the company holds an 18-percent 
market share in the local voice, data and call 
center communications business which is esti- 
mated to be worth almost $100 million, Alcatel 
‘country manager Goulds L. Castillo Jr said. 

He said the local market for data transmis- 
sion equipment was the largest segment 
worth an estimated $40 million, followed by 
the market for voice transmission equipment 
at $27 million, while the market for call cen- 
ter communications is worth up to $15 mil- 
lion. Daxim L. Lucas 
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Piltel accelerates 


debt repayment 


Operations improving, officials say 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


LISTED FIRM PILIPINO TELEPHONE 
Corp.—the mass market mobile phone unit of 
the Philippine Long Distance Telephone 
Co.—will cut its debt level by almost half this 
year as its operations continue to improve. 

Speaking to reporters recently, Piltel presi- 
dent and CEO Napoleon L. Nazereno said that 
the company plans to pay off $177 million 
worth of debt to its creditors by next month. 

‘The payment represents 43 percent of the 
company’s outstanding debt, which it had 
amassed since the late 1990s. 

“After this, we will be left with a balance of 
only $236 million [in debt]," he said. 

Nazareno expressed confidence that Piltel 
can pay off the remaining debt ín a year or a 
year and a half at the latest given the compa- 
ny's strong cash flow. 

He explained that the aggressive repay- 
ment of the company's debts was also meant. 
to help it save money through the reduction 
of interest expenses on the loans. 

Earlier this month, Piltel submitted notices 
to creditors of its intent to make a partial vol 
untary prepayment of its principal debt in- 
stead of making a deposit into itssinking fund 
account—a condition of its rehabilitation 
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Philippine National Bank 
NOTICE OF ANNUAL STOCKHOLDERS’ MEETING 


Notice is hereby given that the Annual Meeting of Stockholders of the Philippine 
National Bank will be held on May 30, 2006 at 8:00 a.m. at the Ballroom, Upper Lobby, 
Century Park Hotel, 599 Pablo Ocampo Sr. St. Malate, Manila. 


The Agenda for the meeting is as follows: 
Secretary's Proof of Notice and Quorum 
Approval of the Minutes of the 2005 Annual Stockholders’ Meeting held 
Report of the President on the Results of Operations for the Year 2005 


Approval of the 2005 Annual Report ae z 
Approval of the Amendment to the Amended By-Laws (transfer of the" 


position, powers and duties of the Chairman of the Board in Sections 6.1 
and 6.3, Article VI captioned "Officers" to Section 5.4, Article V captioned 


plansealed with creditors in 2001. 

Piltel said the amount of the prepayment 
represents excess cash flows from its opera- 
tions in 2005. 

Nazareno said the original schedule for the 
repayment of the first tranche would not have 
come until 2010, and the second tranche by 
2014, but improving finances made Piltel’s 
management decide on an earlier date. 

‘The move was also meant to improve the 
company's credit standing with the financial 
community, which had shunned the mobile 
phone network operator in the aftermath of 
the 1997 East Asian financial crisis which 
brought it to the brink of bankruptcy. 

More importantly Piltel managed to return 
to a positive stockholders’ equity at the end of 
last year after three years of reporting a nega- 
tive position. 

Its stockholders equity stood at P6.7 billion 
as of end March this year. The capital deficit 
also continued to decline to P30.1 billion at 
the end of the first quarter of 2006, lower 
than the 32.3 billion and P45.8 billion at the 
end of 2005 and 2004, respectively. 

Nazareno said the improvement in the com- 
pany's finances was made possible by its strong 
cash flows, especially from its “Talk N Text” ser- 
vice which caters to the mass market. 


Banks’ ... sees 


chance to revive its business. 

AS a percentage of gross assets, real and 
other properties owned and acquired or 
Ropoa dipped to 4.94 percent from the previ- 
ous month's 4.97 percent. This reduced the 
level of Ropoas to P196.81 billion. 

The indusmy's non-performing asset ratio 
to total assets also eased to 8.68 percent from 
8.74 percent last month. 

Meanwhile, the coverage ratio or the share 
ofbad loans provided with loan-loss reserves, 
amounted to 79.32 percent in end-March, up. 
from 79.27 percent a month ago. 

UBS Investment Bank senior economist for 
Southeast Asia Christa Janjic said bank lending in 
the Philippines remained anemic due to the in- 
dusuys huge amounts of non-performing loans 
and asses, weak capital base and high lending 
rates despite falling treasury bill and bond yields. 

But she said "the building blocks may be 
coming together" as banks’ bad assets had 
been falling sharply oñ the back of the Special 
Purpose Vehicle (SPV) framework; which pio 
vides fiscal incentives to the sale of problem- 
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"Board of Directors") 
Ratification of All Acts, Resolutions and Proceedings of the Board of 
Directors and Corporate Officers since the 2005 Annual Stockholders’ 
Meeting 
8. Election of Directors 
9. Appointment of External Auditor 
10. Other Matters 
1. Adjournment 


atic loans and foreclosed properties. 


P6.5-B ‘Mall .. 


Mall of Asia is ex- 
pected to contribute 3 


S Development Corp. 
Su Prima rotangs nc. 
nie Hotam i ai 


EN 
AASEN Brondcasingorp. 155 NS 
Tlecommynicanons 
Dati Telecom Pris ne Haat aan 
[p mos 
[m FA NE] 
Pid to Ds f Co. 
ae INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
"X ra 
Poega 
ioe 
(Sd ana Teoh ine 
1Scommumestons ip 
Mas Semen Cu. 
Pied Gor 


From pageB! 


to 5 percent to SM 
Prime's total revenues 
and will further boost 
the company’s eam- 
ings in the second 
half of the year 
Sitting on a 60- 
hectare lot overlook- 
ing Manila Bay, the 
complex consists of 
four buildings linked. 
by elevated walk- 
ways—the Main 
Mall, the North Park- 
the 
South Parking Build- 
ing and the Enter- 
tainment — Center 
Buiüding. The Main 
Mall is host to the 
food court and large 
showroom-style re- 
tail and dining estab- 
lishments. 


57500 
52510 
E 


Minutes of the 2005 Annual Stockholders’ Meeting as well as resolutions of the 
Board of Directors from May 25, 2005 wil be available for examination during office 
hours at the Office of the Corporate Secretary. 
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Only stockholders of record as of May 2, 2006 will be entitled to notice and vote 
at this meeting. Registration will begin at 6:00 a.m. pee 
40.000 
E: 
4510000, 


If you cannot personally attend the meeting, you may designate your authorized 
representative by submitting a PROXY to the Office of the Corporate Secretary not later 
than 5:00 p.m. on May 25, 2008. Any proxies so received will be validated on May 26, 
2006, 9:30 a.m., at the Office of the Stock Transfer Agent at Allied Bank Center, 6754 
Ayala Avenue, Makati City. 
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mus REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES à 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION. DepED 
EDUCATIONAL DeveLopmenr Provects Dl 
IMPLEMENTING TASK FORCE 


E = 


BULLETIN OF VACANT CONTRACTUAL POSITION 


Government of Spain-Government of the Philippines Project 
(Supper to the DepEd for the Improvement in the Cual of Education though 

Garang Programs and Providing Nawiahabatated Classrooms in ha dentfed 

seneo of ReponsiDisons of Aurora. Quezon, Ito, Zamboanga Ciy, Lanao del 

Nri Lanao del Sur ard North Cobol} 

(1) Project Manager ll Sc 27: Master's degree Business Manage : 
meni. Admmstovon Pute Adinsiaton: Saca win 15 years experience rei- | B + 
‘rani ha ob 10 joa m pon Imlvng management and supervision, 160 $ 
ars ol trang in rionagament and supervision ER: RA 1080 

(1) Engineer V - sc 24; Bachelor's degree in Civ Engineering: with 10 S 
yeartexpenenco relovant o tne job. 5 years i posto involving management and 
Kaperan, 120 houra oí ining in management and suparsion: Exgblty. RA 
‘eo 

(7) Engineer Ill. sa 19: Bachoior's degree in Civi Engineering: 5 years : 
espenence relevant to ta ob, 3 years supansry experience; 40 hour of ralovant 
framing, Ebay. RA 1000 

Mist bo wing lo be assigned in any of the folowing DepEd Division Olicas 

‘iy io Pontes Aurora Province, Quezon Prowmce, Lanao do Nea 
anao del Sur and North Cotabato. 

(1) Architect Il - sc vo;ascnotorsdegoo n Architectura; 5 years enpo- Y 
ence lovato e ob; 40 hour cl lavant ang; Eat. RA 1080 

(1) Project Development Officer Ils 18. aacheto’s degree ret 
quani tà the ob 2 years of relevent expacancein project ingiomaniation particu- 
imnyinpayecal laces, ramngend inanca component; hours levanta. 
iag Ehgdaiy. Career Serva (Protessonal 

(1) Project Development Officer Il- sc 15: Bachelors dogoo ret 
sank i th po. 3 years o reevnt expenence proe implementa (physical 
Vocis, wating end trance components). 12 ours a roevant aiming n project 
"nplemenaton. git. Career Serce Prelossenat 

(1) Driver I. sc 4; clamanta schoo graduates with at eet 3 years ot 
‘ng experience; Ucensod; MC 1,» 1998 - Ca M 
Doadine for submission ol oppicaone is May 24, 2000. 

Pato send comprehensive resume an cadant to o folowing address: 
HUMAN RESOURCE MANAGEMENT OFFICE 
apes EDPITAF 
Dorm D, Doped Conplax 
Marco Avenue, Pao Giy 
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SUPPLIER QUALITY MANAGER 65 420500 


Graduate of Elecincal Engneenng course; 

Familiar on Notebook and PC product engineering analysis; 

At least four (4) years related work experience in Eng'g management 
specifically in plant production; 

Excellent communication skils. 


PRODUCTION CONTROL SUPERVISOR 


Graduate of any Business related course preferably wih masters n 
Business Administration; 

Familiar on market information & computer application 
operation; 

Most have related work experience n material planning and 
procurement specifically Computer manufacturing; 

Excellent communication sls 


PRODUCT ENGINEERING SUPERVISOR 


Graduate of Elecincal Engneenng course; 

Familiar on Notebook and PC product engineering analysis; 
Must have related work experience in plani production Eng'g: 
Excellent communication sias. 


Innovation Integrity 
Wistron InfoComm(Phil.) Corp. 


May 19, 2006 
Country 

United States 
Japan 

United Kingdom. 
Hong kong 
Switzeriand 
Canada 
Singapore 
Australia 
Bahrain 

Saudi Arabia 
Brunel 
Indonesia 
Thailand 


Dollar 
Equivalent 


1.000000 
0009017 
1,890800 
0.120067 
0.827678 
0891902 
0.633874 
0.766284 
2.653012 
0266716. 
0631872 
0.000109 
0.026226 
0272301 
1282700 
0.327654 
0.454649 
0.172108 
0.022095 
0277468 
0.089562 
0.623791 
0.164406 
0.016678 
0.155964 
0001056 
0.137035 
0019264 
0031402 
0.000466 


Peso 
Equivalent 
52.5720 
04740 
994031 
67801 
435127 


Equivalent 


0.779608 
0.007030 
1474078 
0.100543 
0.645262 
0.595332 
0494172 
0597398 
2.068303 
0.207933 
0.492611 
0.000085 
0020448 
0212287 


0486311 
0.128172 
0.013002 
0.121123 
0.000823 
0.106633 
0.015018 
0.024481 
0000363 


Wistron InfoComm (Philippines), Corporation 
Human Resources Department 
#4 Rizal Hi-way corner Aim High Avenue 
Subic Bay Industrial Park, Subic Bay Freeport Zone 
Telephone No. (047) 252-77-40 ; Fascimlle: (047) 2526223 


South Aica 
Kona. 
Sweden 
Syra 
Tavan 
Venezuela 


Kroner 
Pound 
M Dolar 
Bolvar 
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Interest 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENTS 
spending for interest payments de- 
clined by 8 percent to P24.68 billion 
in April from year-ago level. 

In April 2005, interest payments 
on government debts stood at P26.92 
billion. Data from the Department of 
Finance showed that of the P24.68 
billion, interest payments on domes- 
tic liabilities accounted for P18.22 
billion while those on foreign obliga- 
tions reached P6.46 billion. 

Domestic debts are composed ofli- 
abilities arising from the issuance of 
government securities such as Trea- 
sury bills and bonds. Foreign debts 
are obtained through the flotation of 
sovereign bonds in the international 
market and official development as- 
sistance (ODA) provided by multilat- 
eral and bilateral agencies. 


‘The Philippines’ biggest sources of 
ODAs are the Japan Bank for Interna- 
tional Cooperation, the Asian Devel- 
opment Bank and the World Bank. 

The amount of interest paid in 
April brought interest payments 
made-in the first four months of the 
year to P128.502 billion. 

‘While interest payments declined 
year-on-year in April, the January-to- 
April figure was 14 percent higher 
than the P112.44 recorded during the 
same period a year ago. 

The increase in interest payments 
in the four-month period was due to 
the bond swap undertaken by the Bu- 
reau of the Treasury in February. Un- 
der the bond swap, the government 
exchanged newly issued government 
securities with old ones that were 
about to mature. 

The swap was a debt-management 
strategy, as it extended the average 
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payments on gov't debts down 8 


maturity of the government's domes- 
tic debts by more than a year, the BTr 
had said. 

Although the government did 
not have to actually shell out cash 
for the bond swap—because it re- 
tired old securities using newly is- 
sued ones—the retirement of the 
bonds had to be recorded in paper 
asa payment. 

"The DOF said the government has 
adopted various strategies to manage 
the country's debts. One strategy was 
the shifting of borrowings toward 
more domestic than foreign to help 
reduce the government's exposure to 
foreign exchange risks that could fur- 
ther bloat the debis. 

‘Another strategy, finance officials 
said, was to focus foreign borrowings 
on ODAs rather than commercial. 
This is because ODAs impose much 
lower interest rates, the said. 
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$103M in ODA for relending to local government units 


ByDorisC. 


THE BANGKO SENTRAL NG PILIPINAS 
has approved the planned $103 million 
worth of borrowing of state-owned 
Land Bank of the Philippines from the 


World Bank. 


The soft loan was earmarked for a 
strategic local govemment develop- 
ment investment project. 

Ina briefing yesterday, BSP Governor 
Amando Tetangco Jr. said the policy- 
making Monetary Board had approved 
the fresh official development assis- 
tance for Landbank during its Thursday 


meeting. 


He added that the loan would be de- 
nominated in Japanese yen equivalent 
to Y11.7 billion. It would have a 20- 


TETANGCO 
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year maturity and would carry an. 
est rate based on Japan Libor. 


ernment units," Tetangco said. 


er lending rates to its borrowers. 


ment; $150 million from Japan 


“It will be for relending to local gov- 


The loan is part of the $500 million 
‘worth of ODA loans being negotiated by 
Landbank with various multilateral and 
bilateral lenders, which were aimed at 
boosting the bank's capability to lend. 

landbank is scouting for cheaper 
sources of funds to be able to offer low- 


Other big ODA funding being negoti- 
ated by Landbank were: $113 million 
from the World Bank in private sector 
development support for rural develop- 


for International Cooperation for agri- 
culture enterprise development, and 


inter- $100 million from the Asian Develop- 
ment Bank as credit support for region- 
al development. 

There are other small lending win- 
dows sought from World Bank and Kfw. 

Landbank, the country's fourth 
biggest bank, posted a net profit of 
P908 million in the first quarter or 19 
percent higher than a year ago on high- 
er revenues from loans and invest- 
‘ments, as well as prudent management 
of expenses. 

‘The bank has consistently contribut- 
ed to the national coffers by remitting 
cash and stock dividends. It also ab- 
sorbs the administrative cost incurred 
by the bank in implementing the agrari- 
an reform program using its internally 
generated income. 
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Late 7200 som. 


LOT 85-107 SPROVELENT 
ines 3850 sgm: 
Fein t 
precem 
Paine 
isaema Ba Pen Amm 
TOTE LOT E MPROVEMENT 


SA Be Pren -190,200.00 


AOTSTWCANTIOT LOT 62-LOT  WPROVEMENT 
Lees: 30000 sam. 
Poor Aes 12100 som. 
aS Lapaz bem Extn. S, 
LL ee 
Memon Bi Poco 57525000 


1OT0 AGRUM. 
Lata 508000 sgm 
PP 
Maren Bd Pre 8S 
IU T 
pr 
Lao 2054809 fee 
Messen Bé Pen. S6 00000 
"LUTRI-LOTEAPROVEMENT. 
Lans 207.00 sem 
SOR" 
zT 

Ferr Agora St 
Massen Bé Pia: 177.50000 
"LOTES LOT E APROVEMENT. 
latara. 14100 som 
Fone 1080059 
(armor Agana S. Bay 
Memon Ps 58175000 
ToT 4 -LOT E MPROYEMENT 
pert 
Fosse St. 

Lao 1 Cone Sab 
Mer Ba Ps 189579000 
maar 
10735- LOT 4 8PROVEMENT 

laa 79.0 sam 
Forana 2000590 

Va ISTA, Mgr. 
poe 
Messe Bi Pi 4800.0 
TOT 95- LOT È MPROVEMENT 
ias 2 som. 

Fl os 2060 se 

La CAM, Hepa 
Men Sd Pra 13840000 


108 -WCANTLOT 

at Ars 20000 sqm. 

Lat 68K. Papa 
Meira Bi rco: 3260000 
TOTOE 
Lathes 7000 sem. 
(7B 4 pana 
Mesa Ba Pace: 2.08000 
LOTTI WCANTLOT 

at Aroa 200.00 sgm. 

Lat BBR. 4 Reparan 

Mol Bi Pie: 3.00000 
Torn-wcwnor —— 
(athe 70000 sq. 

Lag Bk 4 Raga 
Mesum Bd Pia 100020 
OTT) WCANTLOT 

Latus 20000 sq. 

Lat 11 GR 4 Reparon 
Mirae Bd Pres 12,600.00 
TOTH-WOWTT —— 
Lathe: 0000 sq. 

Lat 284 Pago 
Mae B Pres 1200000 
TOT 75- VACANT LOT 
Latirer 197.00 sqm. 

Lot 138R. 4 Ragas 
Meera Ba Pr 31.000 
Torm-wowruoD —— 
Latins 8140 som. 

Lat 14 Bic 4 Pagan 
Meron Bd Pres : 11.52000 
TOTT- waT OT 
Lot Area: 22200 sp. 

Latt Bk 5 Ropar 
Mason Bd reo 3452008 
TOTR-WOWTDD 
Lathes: 7100 som. 

Lat 28x Sapa 
Meio B Pea 3380000 


LOTSI -LOT E MPROVEMENT 


LOT IS- WeANTLOT 
tales 0800 sa 
[rre Toding 
Soa Cancon 
imum Bo Pac. 9220080 
10T36- weanTLor 
lakes 008 we. 

tase 1 Puak 2A rg 
perpe 
puerorum] 
LOT 37- YACANTLOT 

tars tov 

tater Puch A rto 
Soa S. Cancon, 

p DUE 
TOT 30- CANT LOT 
post 
[re 
Sr Cont 

Horn id Pres: 0a 
LOT 30- WEANTIOT 
araro sam 

1385 Aut 24 Tortang Som 
Sr Co 

Heme Pic thon 


lor Aroz 15.00 sar 

Lat 48004 4 180.2 Pack 
1, Aas Carecelan 

Meru Bu Prco 304,000.08 
LOT 16-LOT & IMPROVEMENT 
‘Lota: 250.00 sqm. 

Fior rn 48.00 sqm. 
BMTCSD SM Purok 3, 

Darian, San Miguel 

Mein Bis Peo 25,0090. 
LOT 1T- WMAKESHET 
IMPROVEMENT 

Lat Ara 28410 sqm, 

La LCS C2, Doneco 

Ré To 

Mesum B Pre: 423.90000 
LOT IB W MAKESHFT 
IMPROVEMENT 

Lat Area: 120200 sam. 

La S873 C2, Doneco 
L1 

Meta id Pico 49675000 
LOT 19- LOT 6 IMPROVEMENT 

Lat Aroa: 789.00 va 

Foor Arar 200 sam. 

Lat 4010-28-10 Doctor 


tari 


LOT 40- VACANT LOT 
Lotro $00.00 sam. 

14 B3 Purok 24 Tandang Sun 
St. Canoconn 


Mem Ba Pie 100,000.00 Bc 


{ot 28974 Osmano Est 
Moinam Bd Prep 63975000 


DAVAO CTY 


LOT S9- VACANTLOT 
othr 2141.00 sm- 


Teor 


Bagi 
Mei Gd Pre 1.153, 240.00 
LOTOO- WACANTLOT — 
LotAros: 88220 sam. 
La 946-8. Sto Escala Buia, 
Catstunan Grande. Twomo Dist 
Maman Bá Pra 48450090 


LOT 6t- W MAKESHIFT 
IMPROVEMENT 

Latavos: 2000.00 sem. 
Latt 8 3 anos Sub 


Mean Dd Pica -330,000.20 


TOT TS -VACANT TOT 
Latare 71000 sq. 

La 388.5 Reparan 
poer] 
lore-wcwrOD —— 


Li ESTEE eir Lot WO Row 
Pack Patan, 
Potetang Road. 


JIOTE-WOENTIOI Maman Bid Poco : 6,000.00 


Messen Bd Pres 17,008.08 


LOT 110- LOT & MROVEMENT 


COMPOSTELA 


LOT 3-LOT & MPROVEMENT 
m VALLEY 


(Ant 2080000 som 
mr mem 
tare aiatt 
a 18 sit 10 oe Dod 101 126- LOT S PROVEMENT 
umoo ied aoe 1761.00 sam 
earn Pica sis.c0090 Pou hea 128 00 sam 
eee PI SSO 15055 Pack Pagos, 
one 


emm. imei mmm 
EO — 
Elgon t iue 
 Mnimum Bid Price : 332,100.00 ERR 
La SA eb 
tei s Ere ae inet 
RET aa amna 
Eri 


Row Banagan. 
z oad Lal 13020-A Puck 2 Prova Rd 
RE anna auaa 
JOTHE-WMAERART © 
LOT 129- LOT 6 IMPROVEMENT 
aroan Lars 17200 som. 


proc 3 
Mises. imt TM 


ia beent ias : 
T ME oe nem 
PII 
xr 
prr FX 
pror m 
ta as Peat Peas 
pn 
p T Menee aa 
TOT WERT — OLD WARESHFT 
prd prec 
am a gear 
note  Meimum Bid Price : 51,200.00. 
Tori wowrior 
pecus 
aieo 


lat Ares $9040 sam 
LaL S64 (424 My Lower 


TOT 10- WAARESHET 
PROVEMENT 


Lather S2400 sq. LOT 132- WCANT LOT 
Pior Ares 532.00 sq. Lat Aroa 300.00 sq. 
LESAR tiny ost So. Lat BI I P SA Bom 
Hs Ko 100. Loon 
Maium Bá Prce 19.20000 
LOT 134- WACANTLOT 
laum: aq iater 300.0 sgm. 
Lais 4H Langa 1a 12 BR 11 Pik SA Buenavista 
Mawnan Dd Pace -7505000 _ HS. Km 100 noon 
Torna-vacanruor Mean Sie Prce : 190000 
latis 08500590. LOT 135- WANT LOT 
Lat 20H dg tires 3000 sq. 
MmmenbdPes. tnos, Lot 1S BA TI PA FA Buenavista 
iOTTS-WCATLOT m tose 


[p 
Mecum B Pia 288565000 
TOT -AGRADO 


mannna: nmn 
TOT 198- VACANT LOT 
prm 
Lat 19 BN PIA anes 
SEED HM i on NO umen 
10TT4-WOANTLOT 
EXTR DELLI. 
{15070 Std ost adang LOT 37 -VACANT LOT 
Metron ma Pensam a 0. 
INWE-WCANUN aM BRE Bei 
IIO Te Siad fos ages, iim Bia IA RUN 
linea ba Poe. Rma" LOT 138- WAANT LOT 

som. 
ararauna Lo(21 B 10 P 3-4 Buenavista 
piro aided 

soa 

tase ce seaman 2A 
‘orin7-weanruot OA DR 
pus Š 
Cu A e p een 
por ECT M 
LOT 118- WCANT LOT L 
Lat Aroa: 00.00 sq ——— 
1177: ay fon Lower 
py ana 
Peer] 
OT 19- WCANTLOT 
iste W800 se, = 
AT Aan to am pas ha Leo 
[DL NTC NETT] 


LOT 120- WCANTLOT 


Leven 2406.09 9. 
LOT 2-\ACANTLOT 


TOT wi -WCANTLOT. 
Lana: 40000 sgm. 


Lat kae D 
mom 


LOT 121- WCANTLOT —— 
Lehre 21600 sg. 
MEEST 


Lot Aena: 194.00 sq. 
Let 17 Bk T Repon 
Mesum Bé Pe: 2,0000. 
CLOTE LOT MPROVEMENT 
Lathes 966.00 eq. 

or Are S700 sq. 

lat 2698-1 Subd Rond 
(Cagapo Sud. San esa 
reru Ba Prca S90 15009 


TOT 100- W MAKESET 
Lataa. ILO eq 
Lat 1 BR 2 Road Lot 1 Loser 


LOT 84 -LOT & MPROVEMENT 


LOT 102- LOT E MPROVEMENT 
Lot Aros: 484.08 59m, 

Paha 14000 sq. 

Va 600.8:2:G-1 Mere Lat WO. 

Rost Rapt OF Wey nar Dator 
pr 

rena Bi Pica: 16470000 


Metra Ba Pres 3,2000 
107 122- VCANT LOT 
[AERE Va ABA 2 Prk Mojo 
tore I Stet Vit Sid. La riora Togam C 
een Ba Paes dadoooo Memon D Fco 6.000 
IOTTD-wWCATIOT iOTMA-WCNTIDT —— 


LOT 143- WCANTLOT. 
LatAna 40000 sam 


LOT ro -WCANTLOT 
Laine 48800 som. 

Va 1717: Road Lal TTP 
Messer Det Pres $8,808.09 
LOT 125- VICANTLOT 
pr 

La 1777.6 Rood Lat TIT 


LOT 145- VACANT LOT 

Lot Aros- 70700 sa 

La 7528. Ag ing S Now 
Coreta. Devas Dui te 
Moenum Ba Prica 48,450.00 
LOT 148- VACANT LOT 
aA 24500 sqm 

{at BA. indepen Homes 
Donoy Tot Demo Cty 


nr Kapayasao 
Mammea Peo: MM scia at Pres 99615000 


UP TO 10YRS 


40% DOWN PAYMENT FOR LOTS 
25% DOWN PAYMENT FOR DEVELOPED PROPERTIES 
[DEPOSIT PHP 25,000.00 CASH, MANAGER S CHECK 

(NO DEPOSIT NO PARTICIPATION) 
FORINSTALLMENT BUYERS PLS. BRING PROOF OF INCOME 
(TTR, CERT. OF EMPLOYMENT, BANK STATEMENT, ETC] 


e 
e 


o 
e 


@ GUARANTEED FINANCING-FIXED INTEREST ` 


TEL NOs: (02) 832-2562 | (02) S26-3031 
LOCALS: 


(RAYMOND) 4539 | 0917-8562144 


IDEY) 2919 | 0921-7112238 | (CONCI 4531 | 0927-7175727 
LON) 7212 | 0919-4847390 (JE) 4538 | 0906-4648990 


ma 573-0888 


DALAQ. Branch | (081) 221-702) [(082) 221-2594 
TAGUA Branch | (94) 207-3624 | (084) 217-3474 


(CRIS) 91839-3341. 


 (ACOT) (9194612012 | (0827222-6836 


Www.pnb.com.ph 


PROPERTIES FOR SALE ARE ON AN "AS IS WHERE I8 BASIS. PROPERTIES AND PRICES ARE SUBJECT D CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE. PLEASE COMPIRM ATTENDANCE TO ENSURE SEATS AND PARKING 


SATURDAY, MAY 20, 2004: 


plan to tap World Bank loan OKd 


' ROUND-UP 


Weak revenues dragged 
down PHC profit in QI 


milion in the same period last year, 

In its report filed with the Securities and b 
change Commission (SEC), PHC said rev- 
enues — consisting of rental income, interest dif- 
housing loans, rental and other In- : 
come-—slumped to P596,898 in March this ye 
from P765,249 in the same period ast year. 

Expenses also grew to P12.9 milion from P12 
million, with mo st items—including wages, utili 
ties, and audit and legal fees showing increases” 

To boost profitability, PHC said in lts financa. 
report that it was planing to venture into reales 
tate development. Itis presentiy in talks fora [ot © 
Venture arrangement with a local property ir «= 
involved in medium-cost housing in Pasig. It dig 
‘not identify the property firm. z 

PHC is also planing o venture into the 
telecommunications business with ts moth 
firm, Philcomsat. 

PHC also sees its cali center business growing = 
to 500 seats this year. In 2004, PHC invested P80.- 
milion in a 120-seat telemarketing project <-> 
through a wholly-owned unit, Telecommunica-- 27 
tions Center inc. (TCI). Elizabeth L Sanches: 


Citigroup starts search 


for top entrepreneurs = 
CITIGROUP yesterday launched its fourth annual; 
search for outstanding Filipino microen- — —- 
{repreneurs to award people who make use of I= 
te capital and resources to create wealth for ~~ 
themselves and their communities. E 
The Citigroup 2006 Microentrepreneur of the 
Year (MOTY) Awards is implemented in partnd]--- 
ship with the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas and MEZ- 
crofinance Council of the Philippines ine. 3=2: 
“Our goal is simple. We believe that one of thë 7: 
best ways to help microentrepreneurs is to ao- = < 
tively teli their stories and promote their succesé ~ 
inthe wider community, creating role models ar 
leaders to inspire others,” said Citigroup country 
officer Sanjiv Vohra. Tu 
The MOTY program has two award categorisz 
The Masikap Award is open to those Who suc-- == 
cessfully started a business that became a reli =~ 
able source of income for the family. The Maun-- =+ 
lad Award is open to those who grewa business 
to a level already generating employment for pez < 
ple other than family members. im 
This years board of judges is composed of : === 
Vohra, BSP Governor Amando Tetangco Jt., D^: 
velopment Bank of the Philippines chair Antonini - 
Alindogan Jr. Ayala Land inc. chair Fernando Z6—~ 
bel de Ayala, SM Investments Corp. vice chair = 
Tessie Sy-Coson, JG Summit Holdings Inc. exe 
utive vice char Lance Gokongwei, REM Garp, 
Jose Ma. Concepcion I, Philippine Dally Inquirá > 
chair Marivi Rufino-Prieto, Stacey Morse, — —. 
economist Mario Lamberte and University ot Ask 
and the Pacific's director for entrepreneurial mape» 
agement Jose Navarro. 


RP resumes shipment 


of coco products to ME 

THE COUNTRY HAS RESUMED exporting pro~ ~ 

cessed coconut to the Middle East following the. 

recent iting ofthe ban onthis product. 
This will enable to regain the $37 million in anu: * 

al revenue lost in the last six years due to the ban. 
Philippine Coconut Authority Deputy Administ 

tor Arturo Liquete Jr. said the country had started 

exporting again tothe Midde East in late October, 
The Middle East imposed the ban due to a. 

plant disease cadang-cadang that affected Philip- 

pine coconut in 1998. Christine A. Gaylica 


VCO export soars 153% 

THE EXPORT VOLUME OF VIRGIN COCONUT ` : 7: 
surged 153 percent in 2005 while that of nata d 
Goco shrank, according to the Philippine Cocon 
Authority. - 

PCA data show that 448 metric tons of VENO wete- 
shipped out last year compared to 177 MT in 2004. 2. 

In the same comparative period, earnings frdm 7 
VENO exports shot up 175 percent to $1.52 mil 
lion from $553,000. = 

“The export market for VCNO, touted forits < 
therapeutic and health benefits, expanded to 1 
countries last year from eight in 2004. 

"The United States got most othe shipments z- 
with 419 MT or 93.5 percent although this meadl- 7 
a contraction from the previous year's 96-percant + 
market share. E 

Markets outside the US include South Afrcáz 22 
South Korea, Singapore, Australia, Malaysia, << 
Japan and the Netherlands. ose 

New markets were tapped in Ireland, United * 
Kingdom, Germany, Sweden, Canada, Saudi Arg 
bia, Hong Kong and New Zealand. Uu 

Export of liquid coconut milk was almost un-, =x 
changed at 2,062 MT but earnings declined sr 
percent to $2.35 million. v 

The US was the leading destination with 82 
MT or 40.2 percent of total. Japan was second: 
with 781 MT or 38 percent. S 

Other significant markets for coconut milk - 2. 
were the Netherlands with 160 MT; Hawail, 827^. 
MT; Jordan, 61 MT; France, 57 MT, The rest 
bought volumes lower than 30 MT. —RonneLW 
Domingo o^ 


Shares ... sen 


Losers oumumbered gainers 62 to 28 
while 48 stocks were unchanged. I 
fell 1268 


The broader allshares index 
points to 1,468.37. II 
“follow-through selling ruled (yesterday's 
session. The market is still looking for a mbr& 
comfortable level," said Lawrence de Leon ôf 
Accord Capital Equities Inc. E 
Dealers said further increases in US integet 
rates were not only expected to dampen cabe 
sumption in the biggest market for Philipping 
exports but eventually prompt the central bank 
here to start raising interest rates to maintain 
the attraction of peso-denominated assets. AFB 


A salute to our 
valued partner 


uu a. 
for four decades 
of trailblazing 
the industry! 


Congratulations! 


from 


JT International (Philippines), Inc. 


p 


By Tessa R. Salazar. 


EADLY IN ANY FORM 

or disguise" is the battle 

cry of the World Health 
Organization in its global anti- 
tobacco campaign to be 
launched on May 31. 

The WHO's World No Tobacco 2006 
‘campaign warns that the tobacco industry 
is stil using "lights" and “mild” or “low 
tar" campaigns. For the youth, the indus- 
try employs fruity favors, a move WHO 
says offers buyers the “illusion of safety" 

"They continue to take their old and 
new customers to more insidious levels of 
deception by promoting and selling new 
products disguised under healthier names, 
fruity flavors or more attractive-looking 
packaging," WHO said in a statement. 


Real effects. 

Dr. Jessica C. de Leon of the Depart- 
ment of Health said tobacco advertising 
"links tobacco to many things, including 
glamour, extreme sports lifestyles, cul- 
ture, anything that has nothing to do 
with tobacco." 

But, she said, the real effects of tobac- 
coon the lungs are "completely opposite 
to the sexy models and campaigns" en- 
dorsing the product. 

The World No Tobacco Day 2006 cam- 
paign encourages governments to strict- 
ly regulate the sale of tobacco products. 


Sci 
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Tobacco firms use deception 
to promote products—WHO 


De Leon said that in the Philippines, 
the warning label on tobacco packs 
‘would soon be shifted to the front of the 
pack instead of on the sides. 

“Eventually the country's antitobacco 
advocates want pictograms [on the pack- 
age], but i's notin the law yet,” she said. 

“In other countries, pictograms are al- 
ready used. These are pictures depicting 
the effect of tobacco on the lungs and 
teeth, on children with asthma and other 
congenital anomalies, and haz- 
ardous effects such as cancer," 
shesaid. 


5 M deaths annually 

Health experts have identi- 
fied tobacco as the second major 
cause of death in the world, being 
responsible for the death of one out of 
every 10 adults worldwide (about five 
million deaths each year). If current 
smoking patterns continue, they esti- 
mate that by 2020, it would cause some 
10 million deaths each year. 

Dr. Charlotte S. dela Cruz of the Coun- 
tryside Rehab Med Clinic recently con- 
ducted a lecture in the Inquirer offices on 
the different problems brought about by 
smoking. 

Among the less known effects of smok- 
ing, she said, are hair loss, cataracts, 
wrinkling, hearing loss, skin cancer, 
tooth decay, emphysema, osteoporosis, 
stomach ulcers, discolored fingers, uter- 
ine cancer and miscarriages, deformed 


sperm and psoriasis. 

Another side effectof long-term smok- 
ing is Buerger's Disease, an inflamma- 
tion of the arteries, veins and nerves in 
the legs, leading to restricted blood flow. 
It can lead to gangrene and amputation 
ofthe affected areas. 

Smoking can also cause reproductive 
disturbances in women, fetal abnormali- 


ties and even death during pregnancy 
and low birth weight in infants. 

‘The DOH said nonsmokers who are 
exposed to second hand smoke are prone 
to heart disease, lung cancer, respiratory 
infections and asthmatic bronchitis (in 
infants and children), and chronic irrita- 
tion of the eyes, nose and throat (espe- 
cially among children). 


By Rafael R. Castillo, MD 


NEW YORK—A NEW POSITION 
paper discussed during the on- 
‘going convention of the Ameri- 
can Society of Hypertension 
(ASH) here suggests that blood 
pressure should be viewed as a 
continuous lifelong risk factor 
and should be considered in the 
context of the total cardiovascu- 
lar risk, and 
not as an iso- 
lated risk fac- 
tor that can 
be treated on 
a piecemeal basis. 
It may sound like a paradox 
but one can have hypertensive 
cardiovascular disease (CVD) 
even before one's BP is consid- 
ered significantly elevated. 


are 


Complex process 

According to ASH president 
Thomas Giles, MD, hyperten- 
sion-related CVD is a complex 
process that begins before BP 
values reach levels currently 
used to define hypertension. 
Hence, hypertension cannot 
simply be diagnosed when the 
BP crosses certain predefined 
threshold, 

“The problem with a thresh- 
old-based definition of hyper- 
tension is that it fails to identify 


a large group of patients who 
have subclinical CVD that may 
precede more severe chronic BP 
elevations," says Dr. Giles. 

Many cardiovascular diseases 
including hypertension, 
betes and hypercholesterolemia 


scrutinized as to their more ap- 
propriate definition which can 
alert the attending physician to 


MEDICAL Fi 


in. The vital organs usually in- 
volved are the heart, brain and 
Kidneys, 

Redefinition of hypertension 
is likely to continue as clinicians, 
researchers and physicians gain 
additional insights into the early 
indicators of CVD. “Many practi- 
tioners have become fixated on 
BP numbers to guide their diag- 
nosis 
[symptoms] are often present 
before BP elevation is ob- 
served,” explains Dr. Giles. 

The ASH has recently orga- 
nized a Hypetension Writing 
Group (HWG) to try to dissoci- 
ate the definition of hyperten- 
sion with specific numbers of BR 
‘The definition is being expand- 
ed by integrating the overall 


dia- 


now being continuously 


treat these dis- 
orders earlier, 
before serious 
vital organ in- 
volvement sets 


factors, 


LES 


education. 


of hypertension, but 


clinical cardiovascular manifes- 
tations, This assessment looks at 
the individual patient as a 
whole, correlating all the clini- 
cal findings with the BP and 
whatever cardiovascular risk 
factors may be present. 

‘This redefinition of hyperten- 
sion and the other risk factors is 
expected to improve clinical 
care in patients with these risk 


Paradigm shift 

The HWG position paper rec- 
ommends a paradigm shift 
"which will change the current 
approach to hypertension. It 
does not consider rational any 
hypertension treatment based 
on BP measurements alone, 
without considering the overall 
cardiovascular risk. 

"Such a strategy would in- 


Redefining high blood pressure 


etc.],” Dr. Giles says. 


CVD much earlier. 


“We need to shift our focus to 
lowering BP and protecting the 
heart, vasculature [blood vessels) 
and target [vital] organs at the 
same time,” stresses Dr. Giles. 
Many experts attending the 
ASH meeting agree that its a 
necessary change in focus that 
has important clinical implica- 
tions for patient management, 
research, drug development, 
Public health efforts and patient 


says Dr. Giles. 


Dr. Giles. 


proached. 


volve treating a significant num- 
ber of individuals who are not at 
significant risk of cardiovascular 
events [strokes, heart attacks, 


Physicians treating hyperten- 
sive patients are now enjoined 
to incorporate the presence of 
risk factors, early disease mark- 
ers and target organ damage in 
order to identify those at risk for 


Determining cause 

"It also helps us avoid label- 
ing individuals who are at low 
risk for CVD as hypertensive," 


Elevated BP is important, but 
it should be every physician's 
goal to determine why it became 
elevated in the first place, adds 


This new challenge to the 
medical and research communi- 
ty will no doubt trigger a lot of 
debates and discussions, but the 
logic behind the new’ recom- 
mendations in the HWG posi- 
tion paper appears to be clinical- 
ly rational and should be able to 
Convince most physicians on 
how thorough management of 
cardiovascular problems like hy- 
pertension, diabetes and choles- 
terol problems should be ap- 


veritable 


possible again this year. 


tional finals. 


Bone density screening important for women 


By Charles E. Buban 


IF YOU FORGOT TO TREAT 
your mom last Mother's Day, you 
may want to consider taking her 
to the hospital and having her 
screened for bone density. 

Doctors said the test, which 
takes only a few minutes to 
complete, could be the best gift 
children can give to their moth- 
ers as it can help prevent osteo- 
porosis. 


Nosigns 

Osteoporosis causes bones to 
weaken and deteriorate and does 
so without any obvious signs, 
said Dr. Florante Gonzaga, presi- 
dent of Osteoporosis Society of 
the Philippines Foundation Inc. 
(OSPFD. 

In many cases, it goes unde- 
tected until a woman suffers a 
fracture, especially in the hip, 
spine and wrist and this could 
lead to long hospital stays, more 
severe disability or even death, 
hesaid, 


“A [bone density) test can de- 
tect osteoporosis before a frac- 
ture so that steps may be taken to 
control further loss of bone densi- 
ty" Gonzaga said. 

last week, the foundation 
tied up with pharmaceutical gi- 
ant Sanofi-Aventis in organizing 
a week long Mother's Day Os- 


above. 


teoporosis Screening operation 
(called Modos 
wherein select hospitals offered 
free or subsidized bone density 
tests to mothers aged 40 and 


The mothers were screened us- 
ing the central Dual X-ray Absorp- 
tionmetry (Dexa), the "gold stan- 


dard” for detecting osteoporosis, 


BE said Dr. Julie Li-Yu, OSPFI trea- 
P 


surer. 


The test normally costs be- 
tween P2,500 and P3,500. 

The peripheral Dexa was an- 

other test offered during the 

Operandi. 

this type-of test is not as accu- 

rate as the central Dexa, it 


Modos 


Winners 


Although 


would help a doctor determine 


whether a patient needs fur- 


ther testing. 


Asian women 


“Testing one’s bone density is 
crucial. While all women are at 


risk for getting osteoporosis, 


Asian women have a higher risk 
because of their lower bone mass 
and density and smaller body" 
said Dr. Leilani Mereado-Asis, 
OSPFI vice president. 

The OSPFI estimates that one 
out of every five postmenopausal 
Filipino women will be positive 
for osteoporosis while one out of 
every three will develop frac- 


Operandi) 


tures, 


tions.—Alfred M. 


The contest, which stared in 
1998, is the biggest of its kind in the 
country This year, the ber was raised 
higher as regional winners needed 
to compete with other contestants 
‘within the same geographical area: 
Metro Manila, Luzon, Visayas and 
Mindanao. Only the top two with a 
score of at least 40 points out of the 
perfect 60 would advance to the na- 


Cash allowances were given to 
the coaches of contestants in re- 
gional and national rounds, even 
if their wards did not win. Close 
to half a million pesos in cash 
prizes, plus trophies and medals, 
‘were given away to the winners 


T had the privilege of serving as 
chair of the board of judges in the na- 
tional finals, and we were impressed 
with the abilities of the contestants. 
Who were the best of the best? 
The grade six national individual 
winners were Andrew James Tan 
Lee (St. Jude Catholic School), 
Immanuel Encarnacion (Colegio 


7" AsK THE DENTIST 
Paul R. De Castro, DMD 


Local anesthesia is still recom- 
mended for extractions even if the 
patient is under general anesthesia. 
because the vasoconstrictor in the 
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Older women 
‘quitters’ more 
successful 


WOMEN WHO ARE 65 YEARS OLD 
or older are better at quitting smok- 
ing than theit male counterparts, 
and new findings show the older 
men and women are generally bet- 
ter at staying off cigarettes com- 
pared with younger smokers. 

“Until now, there hasn't been a 
concerted effort to look at this older 
population, and physicians general- 
ly make less efforts recommending 
older patients to stop smoking,” 
said Dr. Heather E. Whitson, from 
Duke University Medical Center, 
North Carolina. 

Although the hazards of smoking. 
are well known, it has been difficult 
to demonstrate that quitting at an 
advanced age improves patient out- 
comes, and the general perception 
is that best results are achieved 
when people stop smoking early. 

“But what our study tells us is that 
we do need to be aggressive with 
this older population too, because 
it’s never too late to benefit from 
quitting,” Whitson said, 

Results of Whitson and her col- 
leagues study, published in the 
Journal of the American Geriatrics 
Society, show that over the 10-year 
study period, only 16 percent of 
573 elderly smokers who quit re- 
turned to smoking. 

This contrasts sharply with previ- 
ous findings in younger popula- 
tions, in which the recidivism rate 
was 30 percent to 45 percent within 
twoyears ofquitting. Reuters 


Nat’l math tilt winners 


LAST APRIL THE FINAL ROUND 
of the annual Metrobank Founda- 
tion-Marhematics Teachers Asso- 
ciation of the Philippines-Depart- 
ment of Education Math Chal- 
lenge was held at the Metrobank 
Plaza. Seventeen regions of the 
country and 169 of the 187 DepEd 
divisions (for a whopping 90.37 
percent) participated this year. 
More than 300,000 elemen- 
tary and high school students 
from more than 18,000 public 
and private schools took part in 
the challenge, from eliminations, 
to division, to regional, and for 
grade six and fourth year high 
school, to the national finals, 
Math proficiency is sorely need- 
ed in today’s globalized and infor- 
mation-saturated world. 1 com- 
mend the three organizations, a 
partnership among 
academe, government and busi- 
ness, for making the competition. 


EUREKA! 


Queena N. 
Lee-Chua 


San Agustin Biñan) and Zheng 
Rong Wu (Zamboanga Chong Hua 
High School). The top three teams 
were Chiang Kai Shek College 
(Aldric Cristoval Reyes and Ken 
nard Ong Sychingping) Grace 
Christian High School (Gisel Ong 
and Zisin Zhang) and Colegio San 
Agustin Bifian (Encarnacion and 
Neil Patrick Angeles). 

Fourth year winners were 
Emerson Escolar (Grace Chris- 
tian), Abegail Ceralde (Zamboan- 
ga Chong Hua) and Carlo Minon 
(Xavier University High School). 

‘The top teams were Escolar and 
Galvin Lester Dy, Jesreal Arcillas and 
Diosdado Sorsano Jt (Philippine 
Science High School of Wester 
Visayas, coached by my former stu 
dent Mt Jose Ariel Serrato), and Mi- 
non and Michael Daniel Lucagbo. 

T would like to congratulate my 
son, Scott Lee Chua of Xavier 
School, for placing second in the in 
dividual regional finals for grade 
one, and with his teammates Ethan 
Chua and Tristan Tiu, coached by 
Luisa Valdez, for getting the silver in 
the team competition, Well donel 


Grant proposals 
Speaking of incentives, the 
Philippine Tropical Forest Conser- 
vation Foundation (PTFCF) is call- 
ing on nongovernment organiza- 
tions to submit competitive pro- 
posals toward grants for projects 
to conserve, maintain or restore 
tropical forests in the country. 
This year, total grants for distri- 
bution can run up to P40 million. 
For details, visit the website at 
www.gubatorg. You can also 
contact Xenia C. dela Cruz at fi 
nance@gubat.org or call at 524- 
7923, Deadline is June 6, 2006, 


Local anesthesia 


IF I HAVE GENERAL ANESTHE- 
sla when I have my wisdom 
tooth removed, can I avoid hav- 
ing local anesthesia? That way 1 
avoid having too many injec- 


local anesthesia decreases the 
amount of bleeding after surgery: 
‘Also the use of local anesthesia de 
creases the amount of general anes 
thesia required for the surgery. 
Look at the bright side; you'll 
have the local anesthesia but you 
won't experience it because you'll 
be under the general anesthesia. 
E-mail your questions to den- 
talgs@yahoo.com, 


MESSAGE 


3 Malacañan Palace 
1 s 
Manila 


È Warmest greetings to the officers and members of the 
H Philippine Heart Association Inc. as you hold your 37ih 
Annual Convention. 


1am pleased to note the valuable contribution of the PHA 
X in the efficient delivery of quality cardiovascular care in 
‘our country Indeed, 1 expect this annual ` convention and scientific meeting to be 
another great opportunity for you to take bolder and more decisive actions to elevate 
your proiession to world standards 


Public health has always been a priority of my administration. Thus, our health 
agenda is designed to meet the growing demand for health services for our people. I 
am glad to have you as a partner of government in his endeavor, | encourage you not 
only to carry on with your mission, but also work doubly hard in attaining your 
objectives. 


Through this convention. I hope you will renew your commitment to medical 
excellence and service in the field of cardiovascular medicine. Now, more than ever. 
you play a crucial role in establishing a healthier and more progressive Philippine 
society. 


1 wish you all a productive convention. Mabuhay kayong lahat! 


Department of Health 


Warm greetings and congratulations to the officers and 
members of the Philippine Heart Association Inc. (PHA) 

| on the holding of their 37th Annual Convention and Scien- 
tific Meeting entitled "State of the Art to State of the Heart" 


We are a witness to various advancements and major 

achievements in the improvement of our country’s health 
situation during the past years. This was due to persistent pursuit of excellence 
and selfless service of various organizations to the community. 


Itis inspiring to know that the Department of Health is not alone in its quest of 
improving our country’s state of health. | commend PHA for having remained a 
highly privilege group of medical professionals ever responsive to provide health 
assistance to those in need, 


Letus continue to nurture a sense of shared responsibility and move our coun- 
try towards better health, sustainable development and lasting peace. 


Congratulations and Mabuhay kayong lahat! 


sco T. Duaue, Ill, MD 
Secretary 
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Philippine Heart Association, Inc 


Í Welcome to our Philippine Heart Association 37* Annual 

H Convention with theme “Stute of the Art to State of the Heart” 

which underscores the benefits ofthe ast global sete re- 
Search and developments in cardiovascular medicine. 


— Advanced medical knowledge and its subsequent clinical 
application will redound to better care and treatment of our Filipino brothers, even in 
the remotest barrios, thereby decreasing the morbidity and mortality rate of cardiovas- 
cular disease in our country, in keeping with PHA Vision 2012, and PHA Mission 
3012: to be a leading organization of cardiovascular specialties in the Asia-Pacific 


R 


This year’s PHA celebration also highlights the 50* Founding Year of the Asian 
Pacific Congress of Cardiology. organized by the first Asian Pacific Society of Cardi- 
ology president Dr. Antoni he PIHA is honored and privileged to commemo- 
rate the society s Golden Year in Manila, its birthplace. 


‘The Socials Committee promises to spring surprises. 


We look forward to meeting you in the Convention! 


TAN B. Lopez, MD 
President 


ie PHA 37* Annual Convention promises to be a memo- 
rable event for the loca ign deleg 
fj cides with the 509 Founding Anniversary of the Asian Pacific 
Society of Cardiology. 
lights of the events include the Mariano Aljmurung 
which will be delivered by our past President Dr. 
4 Anastacio Aquino. Dr. Bijoy Khanderia is this year’s Rodolfo 
sorial Lecturer. A joint PHA/APSC Symposium del 
iovascular diagnostic modalities will bring the lat- 
ir imaging to the fore. 


=) f 
PAE 
EFREN R. Vica.oo, MD 
Secretary & Over-all chair 
PHA 37th Annual Convention 


There is no escaping the fact that the science and art of 

cardiovascular medicine are invariably caught in the fast lane 
H of change, be it within the diagnostic and/or therapeutic realms. 
VÍ As cardiovascular specialists, we necessarily need to keep pace, 
Ht stay on the fast lane and stay attuned to another dimension, 
H that ofthe state-of-the-art of our specialty in order to translate 
1 it to a better state of our patients’ hearts. With this in mind, 
} this year’s Scientific Committee chose the theme "State of the 
Arto State of the Heart" 


— 


We will be privileged to interact not only with our homegrown topnotch speak- 
ers, but, likewise, with several renowned foreign guest lecturers, 


Mew: 
Ma. Beren O. Carissa, MD 
Treasurer & Chair, Scientific Committee 
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FOOD IS A CELEBRATION OF LIFE'S ABUN- 
dance. It satisfies our need for nourishment to 
sustain our well-being. Food, without doubt, 
affects our mood in one way or another, but 
most importantly brings pleasure to our soul. 

Take an epicurean adventure to the best in 
Asian cuisine. Go forth... journey with Dusit 
Hotel Nikko to dining Nirvana! 

The Café offers you a taste of the Mediter- 
ranean for the month of May and June. Enjoy 
a repertoire of dishes meticulously prepared 
by our seasoned chefs showcasing the best in 
Mediterranean cuisine. Available for lunch 
and dinner and is pegged at PB50--4 per per- 
son. 

Fora refreshing feel of the Mediterranean, 
cool down and quench your thirst with the 
featured “Lassie” drinks priced at P150++ 
per glass. 

Benjarong Royal Thai restaurants well 
loved chef Tun gives you more reasons to 
spice up your life and experience Thai cuisine 
created for royalty. Discover an emulsion of 
flavors as you sample chef Tun's offerings for 
the month of May and June. 

Enjoy a symphony of authentic Japanese 
flavors as only Benkay can deliver. This May, 
enjoy a variety of Japanese cuisine specially 


created by chef Tomiyama. 

Fiesta San Miguel gives you many 
reasons to crave for Filipino cuisine 
as it offers, on the menu, a unique 
gastronomic feast. 

True to Fiesta San Miguel's flare 
for Filipino food with a twist, the 
restaurant offers a la carte items for 
May and June featuring, the tender 
lamb meat. Sample the “Pinoy style 
“Inihaw na Australian Lamb’ with co 
conut barbecue sauce and served with 
pineapple chutney and mashed sweet pot 
toes and the ‘Lamb with Adobo Sauc 
malungay pesto, among other lamb < 
preparations. 

Let Fiesta San Miguel warms your appetite 
with its hearty soup dishes using different 
types of noodles matched with meat, seafood 
and vegetables. Highly recommended is the 
Japanese style and sour soup varieties on the 
menu. Available from May to June. 

For the drink of the month, experience the 
smooth blend and calming effect of ‘Harmo- 
ny- the featured drink for the month of May. 
‘Harmony’ is a rich and refreshing blend of 
‘melon liqueur, calamansi juice, simple syrup, 
orange juice, fresh cantaloupe and a hint of 


bod 
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vodka. An order of ‘Harmony’ comes with 4 
cuddly stuffed toy and is priced at only 
P400++. 

The perfect indulgence after a scrumptious 
meal is a slice or two of the featured cake for 
the month of May - the ‘Pistachio Strawberry 
Medley. Sample the tempting interplay of 
fresh strawberries and pistachio nuts for only 
P820 nett for a whole cake and P95 nett for à 
slice. Available at the Deli Shop. 

For inquiries, call 867-3333. 


Barbecue Dinner Buffet at The Bellevu 


BARBECUES AND BURGERS GALORE 
greet visitors of The Bellevue Hotel's Pool- 
side every Friday and Saturday for the Bar- 
becue Dinner Buffet. The hotel's own pool- 
side area at the third floor has al fresco din- 
ing and an inviting infinity pool. Several 
barbecue options and burger choices are 
available for the food lovers visiting the 
area. Plus, those checking in have an addi- 
tional 20 percent discount on this great buf- 
fet deal. Available if weather permits. Its 
the best barbecues, burgers and blissful ho- 
tel living only at The Bellevue. 

A new way to refresh and detoxify comes 


to The Bellevue 
Spa. Moxa Ventosa 
is an ancient heal- 
ing treatment 
aimed at drawing 
out toxins from the 
body through warm. 
glasses, infusing 
the body with re- 
newed strength and 
cleansing the spirit 
from within. Enjoy 
it from the calm and inviting interiors of 
The Bellevue Spa and experience paradise 


in the bustling city. For inquiries, call 771- 
8181. 


People, Eventsc?'Products 


ACER WINS AT THE 3RD PC 


WORLD ANNUAL AWARDS 

Acer Philippines Inc, one of the world's leading 
brand of laptops, desktop computers and other 
digital devices, recently bagged the Best IT Note- 
book (Mainstream) for Acer Aspire 1692WLMI at 
the 3rd PC World Annual Awards and Exhibit held 
at Glorietta Activity Center. The finalists were 
judged based on overall performance, as re- 
Viewed and tested by PC World Philippines: Test 
Lab, as well as text and online votes to determine 
the product's acceptability to end-users. Shown is 
‘Acer Philippines General manager, Manuel Wong 
at the Acer bootafter winning the Best IT Note- 
book (Mainstream) for Acer Aspire 1692WLMI. 
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Ansell quality gloves 
at World Food Expo 2006 


PHILUSA COR- 

poration which 

exclusively 

distributes. 

Ansell Quality 

Gloves, the 

multi-function- 

al gloves use In 

food prepara- 

tion, gardening, laundry with guaranteed 
hand protection (as shown) will be one of 
the many products featured at the World 
Food Expo (Wofex) 2006 scheduled Aug. 2 
to Sat the World Trade Center. Free semi- 
nars, workshops, and culinary competi- 
tions are highlights of the event. For an up- 
dated schedule, log on to www.wofex.com 
or e-mall infor@PEPGroup.com or call or- 
ganizer, Premier Events Plus Group Inc, at 
929-7993 or 435-4790, 426-9603, 928- 
0931 or 426-9603. 


BMW summer promo 

BMW IS OFFERING A SPECIAL DEAL ON AIRCON- 
ditioning and cooling services and parts. From April 
4 to June 30, all authorized BMW Dealers are ex 
tending a special 20 percent discount on aicondi- 
tioning as wel as cooling system maintenance and 
repair parts. Additionally, BMW owners who avail of 
this special offer wi be enti to join a rtf for 
the chance to win of 4 BMW Sauber F1 Team gift 
vouchers worth P25,000 each. Beat the summer 
heat with this special BMW Aftersales ffr. The 
cooling systems promotion is availabie at all autho- 
‘ized BMW dealers, namely Autohaus BMW (Oue- 
20n Chy-Libs) Prestige Cars BMW (Makati), Au- 
‘tozentrum BMW (Alabang), Klassik BMW (Quezon 
City- Araneta-Quezon Avenue), Premier BMW 
(Pampanga), and Performance BMW (Cebu). 


The X-Men at Burger King 
BURGER KING BRINGS 6 EXCLUSIVE TOYS AT 
very affordable prices. Get any (1) toy for any pur- 
chase ol the following meals: BK Ham & Cheese plus 
‘drink or oniy PBS, BK Spaghetti and drink for only 
PIS, 1-pe. BK Crispy Tender Fried Chicken and drink 
for P90 and Whopper sr. with drink for P90. Prepare 
tor action with these 6 limited edition toys from 
Burger King! There's Wind Whipper Storm, Fip and 
Stc Beast, X-Ray Revel Wolverine, Magnet Mys- 
tery Magneto, Cerebral Seek Professor and Jean 
Grey. it you want to take home the action, take home. 
these toys especially created by Burger King under li- 
cense from Marvel and 20th Century Fox. Don't let 
anything hold you back Hurry, collect ali 6! 


Fundraising concert 

A FUNDRAISING CONCERT - DANCE FOR THE 
construction of the Holy Trinity Parish Church in 
East Village, Cainta, Rizal will feature the Rockin" 
Revival at the Valle Verde Country Cub on May 20, 
staring at 7 p.m. Get a load of ali night nostalgic 
fts from the 50s, 60s and 70s as you rock n' roll 
with the Rockin Revival to your favorit dance. 
Steps ot yesteryears. Tickers avattabie at the Holy 
Triny Parish, at Powerplay Music and Sports at 
Sta. Lucia East Grand Mall and Riverbanks Mall or 
call 545-7281 and 681-7311. Also avaiable on Sat- 
tray at the gate, Valle Verde Country Cub, Pasig. 


GfK holds Ist confab in Phils 
GROWTH FROM KNOWLEDGE (GFK) HAS FINALLY 
decided to plant s roots in the Philippine market as 
GIK Phiippines, one of the youngest member of the 
 GIK Asia Group, and to introduce its settling, GIK 
Philippines will hold its first annual conference titled, 
“Forging Connections: A Conference on Consumer 
Technology Trends & Lifestyle," at the Mandarin Ho- 
tel on May 26. As GIK boasts of its global expertise, iL 
also customizes its reports across regions of coun- 
tries, giving its clients the local knowledge they need 


to further boost up their market- 
ing strategies. To give the 
market a taste of what 
GIK does, the confer- 
ence will touch topics 

‘on the dynamics and flow 
of consumer technology in 

Asia, changing values and 

lifestyle of Asian consumers, the 

economic indicators and how they af- 

fect the consumer durables market and finally driling 
down to the key product features they track from 
‘mobile phones, audio visual, to home appliances as 
well as on consumers’ preference on payments. 


Lucbanin Foed Festival 

ON MAY 19 TO 28, CENTURY PARK AND THE LO- 
cal Government of Lucban, Quezon brings you The 
Lochanin Food Festival in Manila. For only PA5O++ for 
adults and P500++ for kids, uy out the lunch or din- 
ner bulet at Ca in the Paris "Tayo na sa Handaan". 
Check out the trade fair of various native crafts that 
are avalabe fr purchase unti May 28, "Banahaw 
Blues”, the final dance of the Lucbarin experience wil 
cap oti the celebration on May 27, 7 p.m. atthe Atri- 
tm Lounge. Dance entrance fee is P500 per person. 
For nails and reservations, call (632) 528-8888 or 
e-mai information@centurypark.com ph. 


Healthworks 2006 

SOCIAL HEALTH CARE FOUNDATION, WHICH NOT, 
only aims to raise public awareness on multiple scle- 
rosis. cancer and reproductive health issues and at 
the same time to raise funds that wil subsidize 
medicine and support entrepreneurial projects, inro- 
duces “Healthworks 2006: Be Healthy! Be Pam- 
pered! Be Wel! Healthworks 2006, the ultimate 
health and welness exhibit featuring alternative 
heath products, finess, recreation, beauty and 8v- 
erything about est and waliness, will be he rom 
May 20021, at the SM Megatrade Hall 1, 5th Fior 
SM Megamall Bldg B. The two doy activity aims to 
heighten the awareness and inlormaton to the publ. 
the importance and benefits of having a good wel 
being both physically and emotional For booth 
reservations and Inquiries, call 713-8078 or 714- 
5432 or e-mail to fusionadteam@yahoo.com. 


Agusan Adventure Feat 
ISLAND CARAVAN PRESENTS THE AGUSAN AD- 
venture Feat, a Wild Green Summer Environmental 
‘Summer Camp. on May 25 to 28. Is a great oppor- 
tunity to learn about the environment and conserva- _ 
tion as you engage in educational talks and activites. 
Comp outdoors and enjoy tropical treks, as wel as 
Spelunking. rope lessons climbing, rappoling, and 
canoeing with expe guides. Interested parties can 
tal island Caravan at 898-1910, 896-7569, and 896- 
1893 or e-mail at inquiryGiislandcaravan.com. 
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OBITUARIES | 


A Message of Gratitude 
JOCELYN CAMPOS HESS 
Chairman of the Board 


CLINTON CAMPOS HESS 
Vice Chairman of the Board 


CARLOS C. EJERCITO 
President & CEO 


in behalf of the 
Stockholders, Board of Directors, Management and Staff 
of 


UNITED LABORATORIES, INC. 
UNILAB GROUP OF COMPANIES 


convey our sincerest gratitude to everyone 
who expressed their sympathy 
in our moment of sorrow 
vith the passing away of 


our beloved 


Founder and Chairman Emeritus 


Jose Y. Campos 


ELISEO R. CABANGON 


An obituary | WP 9| (June 14, 1925 — May 15, 2006) 
with a picture of Panganiban, Catanduanes 


aut bea Jul Peacefully joined his Creator 
dud y 14, 1941-May 19, 2006 hje 
fitting tribute on May 15, 2006 at the age of 80. 


j e kon | His sister Irmina Valledor & brother Jose, relatives and friends 

to your His wife, Celi; children Sonny, Butch, Bobby request the pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 
departed and Pia, Bing and Vincent; his grandchildren His remains lie in state at St. Louise Chapel, Holy Trinity, Sucat, 
loved one. Yza and Isabella; brothers and sisters; nieces and Parañaque City. 


nephews; and relatives request the pious readers The funeral Mass will be held at 8:30 am on Sunday, May 21 2006. 
Always caring. to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. | Interment will follow at 11:00 am, Eternal Gardens, Novaliches, 


ae pev eeu / 
Osituartes| | His remains lie in state at the Ilagan Funeral KS Ce 


Homes, Burgos Street, Cabanatuan City. 


OBITUARY z i i = 
See Sao 

: Funeral Mass will be held on May21,2006 — | per ak 
—— 


Cerificate at 3:00 PM at the Santuario de Sto. Niño Chapel, | | CECILIO "Ogie" DOMINGO OBISPO [ 


@Ary identification] A Kapitan Pepe Subdivision, Cabanatuan City. 


document (L.D.) 


à Nos peacefully rests în the infinite 
Cremation will follow at 8:00 PM at the Loyola — ( Grace and Goodness of the Lord at the age of 72. 
1 d \ His wife Rizalina, children Ma. Carmela & Jesus Antonio, Juan Carlos, 
we accept | |[e Memorial Chapel in Guadalupe. Fae ae ser ha Mari and Janie Margaret Relaties and 
CREDIT CARDS j| fiends request the Pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 
and pank-to-bank. 3 | His remains lie in state at Loyola Memorial Chapel O, Guadalupe, Makati City 
yc pel 
payments ac z : x : E and wili be moved to Loyola Memorial Park Marikina, May 20, 2006 at 11.00 am. 


(Ss : ees Mansi Menit Cii eat Mela Cen 
am, May 20, 
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WE BUY BUY"SELL'PAWN LASSiFEL loved the 4 
vanana || “ROLEX | |WATCHES| |. ` word, that | 39 FILOMENA T. LADIA 


: He gave us 
PASIG, METRO MANILA HS a HERS wae Cnr | (Legionary, Tessem Legion ni Maria) 
Hee casema | | JEWELRY More mew | ages 0,1926 May 18, 2006 
lorletta-2- " gotten y. or Creator at the age of 

GENERAL MANAGER sui mre | | oresrarenasa.| | Classified | | son, that 3 der Cara the age of 80. 
+ Preferably HRM graduate SEES 8040484/5342006 whoever 
S Gh preron SEED! experiences aot (AOS UR believes in 

sien trl rand PCCI Send your un suc 
> Bed WEE Annual General Meeting "m ages not perish 

Knowledge in cost management rVOTING MEMBERS, | resumé instantly. pag bee Lares 
Qualified applicants please submit your | and ELECTIONS : A17, A21 | | Everiasting Inerment wili be on May 21, 2006 afier the 2:00 p.m. Mass 


resumé with recent 2x2 photo to P.O. Box 2:00 PM Saturday, 


or io winesltrG-mania.com.ph &B2 inet eu UR 
xexiarktnloc am Ju MINE 


The Resort Experience. 


Meet in a five-star hotel ¿$ Play golf £ 


Shop and play 


ta 


The Residential Resort at Newport City 


Saraso 


The newest phase of 


The Metro's First and Only Luxury Resort Residences 


Gozar Street, Newport City, Pasay City 


centers and luxurious leisure amenities. 


a modern Fitness Center... 


“The whole family will enjoy hours of healthy recreation with 
first-rate amenities including a gym, adult and children's swimming 
pools, tennis and badminton courts and landscaped play areas 


THE RESIDENTIAL RESORT 
at Newport City 


UTERE VT MM PO, NIS 
Join us on May 21, Sunday, 
9 AM to 5 PM, at the Newport City 
Grand Showroom. 


P23,000 


Unwind in a spa $ Work out 


Dine on East-West cuisine 


¢ Experience it all in a resort-in-the-city that is your homes? 


a luxurious indoor Spa 


AN. W 


“A championship-level playground for golf aficionados. Tec off in the 
60-hectare, 18-hole, par-72 groen. Non-golfers can enjoy front-row 


views of the sprawling landscape. Weis 


heat and 


wind amid top-notch therapeutic facilities, 
ise pools and aroinatherapy and massage rooms 


Explore a streets: 
with live performances—all within walking distance 


At Sarasota, discover the privileges of living close to nature 
in a Mediterrancan-style resort setting inspired by Lake Las Vegas. 
Choose from an executive studio, 1-bedroom or 2-bedroom 

= home, with wide windows and balconies. 
The elegant, carth-toned residential buildings are no more 
an 9 stories high, so air ean flow freely. Each building boasts 
its own lobby and ample basement parking. Aside from a guarded 
ntrance gate, a tree-lined perimeter fence encloses the entire 
sumunity. The interior roads are wide and made safe 
for children. 

d the homes are clustered around the play amenities, 
snaking it easy for neighbors to get together at the lap pool, 
ting green, fitness station or tennis court. Or at the 

sitting area and the aviary with benches. Children, too, 
TT ill enjoy hours of fun in their own pool and play areas. 
Own this 
2-bedroom unit 
for as low as 


Excuse Markeung Arm: 


a month. 
ERN 
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Newport City Information Centre, Newport City, Pasay City, Metro Manila, Philippines a 


(632) 855-7580 * 855-7583 * 855-7594 * 855-7586 


For Announcement Purposes Only 


Megaworld Newport 
Property Holdings, Inc. 
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Tak, , 
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paint 


accurate ama 


By Charles E. Buban 


O YOU HAVE THE 
D right paint color in mind 

but the mixer just can't 
get it right? Can't decide on 
what particular color hue and 


shade to put on your wall? 
Davies will try to solve these and oth- 


er problems as one of the country’s lead- 
ing paint companies introduces the 
Davis Color Factory, a one-stop station 
that offers state-of-the-art fully comput- 
erized color mixing system for paints. 

Davies said that before, customers 
had to wait for at least two to three 
weeks to have their colors mixed at the 
factory and is required to have a mini- 
mum quantity of 150 liters to 190 liters 
per color. 


easy 


This time Davies announced that 
their customers can now visit any of 
these color factory stations and have 
their paint color prepared in minutes 
(even if one requires only a liter of the 
paint). 

‘These color factory stations—located 
in Metro Manila, Cebu, Davao and other 
key cities in Luzon as well as in most 
home depots and building centers—fea- 
ture fully automated tinting machines 


CoNsTRUCTSCOPE 


Calamba City ready for Madison South 
BARANGAY BATINO IN CALAMBA, LAGUNA RECENTLY WELCOMED THE 
upcoming world-class subdivision, Madison South, which is being devel- 
oped by Excelsis Land Inc. in partnership with Banco De Oro (BDO). 

“Ie celebration, which began with a colorful Madison South motorcade, start- 
ad from the 14.5-hectare property and worked is way through the city proper. Al- 
ferward, quest atthe much-awaited soft opaning, which was hosted by engineer 
Dennis Morada, Excelsis Land's project officer, were welcomed by Danilo Anto- 
nio, chair of Excelsis Land. Antonio briefly introduced Madison South as a project 
that provides a home of only the highest qual. 

“Te event was graced by Calamba Ciy Mayor Joaquin Chipeco, who ex- 
pressed his high regard for Madison South as a project that will boost the 
progress of fne district. 

‘Antonio, joined by Mayor Chipeco, barangay captain Dimapilis, BDO vice pres- 
ident Joseph Rami Lombos and Exclis Land EVP and COO Ma. Charina Garcia, 
inaugurated Madison South in groundbreaking ceremonies. 

The project's scale models, comprised of the Madison South subdivision and 
the three distinct housing syes, each named fter the most legant and charm- 
ing first ladies in American history: Hilary, Nancy and Jacquelyn, were unveiled 
by the VIP guests after the groundbreaking. 

Madison South offers extremely affordable prices and payment plans. wil. 
boast of houses with shingled rofines, paneled walls in pastel palettes, picket 
fences and amiable white-outlined doors and windows. 


Alot better than metro living 

THIS MORNING ROBINSONS HOMES INC. WILL HOLD A SUMMER FIESTA 
and the inauguration of San Jose Estates gate and quardhouse to be ed by Mar- 
To M. Afercz, RHI senior vice president and general manager Guests of honor 
are Antipolo City Rep. Victor Sumulong and Mayor Angelito Gatlabayan. Also in- 
Vid are other city and barangay officials, real estate industry leaders and mem- 
bers, and prospective home lot buyers. 

San Jose Estates is Robinsons Homes newest residential development in An- 
tipolo City. Situated on Circumferential Road, it is just a few minutes to and from 
the city's urban center where commercial centers, schools, hospitals, churches 
and other establishments are located. To name a fw are Yñarez Sports Complex, 
immaculate Concepcion Medical Center, Unciano Medical Center, La Salle School 
and Assumption College. 

"This exclusive subdivision offers choice lots to only about 200 homeowners. 
‘valle are residential ots with an average cut of 120 square meters, offred at 
an affordable price. Lot owners have the option of realizing their dream homes 
through RHIs easy terms on house construction. Future homeowners will also 
enjoy classy amenities such as parks and playground, gazebo and swimming 
ool plus the protection of a gate and guardhouse. For inquiries, please call 395- 
2661 to 64, or e-mail at rhi@robinsonsland.com. 


Power deals for the handy(wo)man 

HANDYMAN DO IT BEST HOME CENTER (HANDYMAN) HAS TEAMED UP WITH 
Black& Decker (B&D) to honor women DI¥-ers—the fastest growing segment of 
the home improvement marketplace—through discounts and prizes and lots of 
power deals. 

‘Ongoing unti May 25 at Handyman are power deals that allow beginner and 
intermediate DIY-ers to start up on their personal toolboxes using B&D tools such 
as Impact or cordless drils and grinders at discounted prices. Women may also 
enjoy price cuts on selected home essentials such as steam iron, mini vacuum, 
wooden shelves, dish organizers, weighing scale and even toilet soft seats. 

Handyman is also giving away B&D tools like 20 reversing hammer drills, 30 
cordless dual speed reversing dril drivers and 50 reversible screwdrivers through 
a rattle draw. For every P1,000 worth of single-receipt purchase of any B&D tool 
nti June 11, shoppers get a raf coupon and a chance to win any of these 100 
power tols. aff draw will be on June 23 at Handyman Do It Best Home Canter 
in Robinsons Place Pioneer. 


Investing in real estate 

A15-TOPIC SERIES OF LECTURES ON THE DIFFERENT HOW-TOS OF INVES- 
ting in Real Estate wil be conducted by Urban Institute of Real Estate from 1:30 to 
p.m. every Monday, Wednesday and Friday, from June 26 to July 28 at the 
Maximo Function Room, second floor, Max's Restaurant, Glorietta 2, Ayala Cen- 
ter, Makati Ciy. 

"The topics, which may be attended separately and are all stand alone are as 
follows: Investing in Real Estate: Opportunities, Techniques and What Are Needed 
to Learn before Investing—June 26; Legal Aspect of Sale, Mortgage and Lease 
with Contract Documentation and Regisiration— June 28; Management of Rental 
Properties: How to Maximize Income of Rental Properties—June 30; Joint Ven- 
tures and Syndications for Real Estate Projects—July 3; Taxation Aspects of Real 
Estate Transactions and Real Property Assess ment—July 5; How to Start and 
Manage a Successful Real Esat Brokerage Company— uy 7; Making Big Mon- 
yin Distressed Proprtes—July 10; How-tos of Real Property Apprasal—July 
12; Property Development Principles and Updates on HLURB Rules and Regula- 
"ions July 14; How-tos of Installment Sales and Lease-to-Own Scheme—17; 
Real Estate Finance and Investment Analysis— July 19; Mathematics of Real Es- 
tate Investment July 21; Real Estate Accounting: Avoiding Violations and Penal- 
les July 24: How to Prevent and Remedy Foreclosure—July 28; and Buying 
and Financing Your First Home: What You Must Know—July 28. 

“Tis lecture series is accredited by DTI for CEP compliance and wil have as 
lecturer lawyer Dennis Tablizo, noted résource speaker on land laws; and engineer 
Enrico Cruz, who has mora than 35 years in real estate, engineering, construction, 
management and education. For other details, call Urban Institute at 681-0828 or 
0916:426-9174 or e-mallat urbanet@pacitic.net-ph. 
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METROPOLITAN GROUNDBREAKING 

The Metropolitan Towers, a project by Philtown Properties, recently 
held the groundbreaking ceremony near the Metropolitan Athletic 
Club on Estrella Street, Makati, It will have special Sky loft units, 
which are furnished suites, and some with 20-foot full-view glasses. 
Present during the groundbreaking are, from left, Philtown SVP for 
operations Mon Bienvenida, Jacob Ben-Moshe, Jess dela Fuente, Tina 
Periquet, Carlos Syquia, Philtown president and COO Terry Coronel, 
architect Meloy Casas, MAC president Francisco Buencamino and 
Philtown SVP for sales and marketing Kit Vergara. 


CROWN 


Presidio 


attached to a computer that dispenses 
colorants automatically in seconds, as 
well as a gyro mixer or shaker that mix- 
es paints thoroughly in minutes. 


Over 7,000 colors 
Customers will have a choice from 
over 7,000 ready-to-mix colors, which. 
are based from the European color stan- 
dards or references such as British Stan- 
MAKING) B2-3 
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Your home becomes your bedroom. 
The city, your living and dining room! 


CROWN Presidio New Manila. City-centered 
living. Only CrownAsia's radar puts you right in the 
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For property preview, please call: 


‘Tel 717-3006 or 07/ 718-5465 / 718-5400 or 02 


visit www.crownasia.com.ph 


center of Mega Manila; high style, high rise living in 


the heart of Quezon City. 


Near Greenhills, Arancta Center and Libis. On 
Main Avenue, just a zip away from Greenhills and 
Horseshoe! Only minutes away is EDSA with a 
convenient u-turn back to Araneta Center via Main 
Avenue or via Bonny Serrano past White Plains to 


Libis, 


Amenities to ease the stress. Community home 


theater, game room, event place, linear park, sun deck, 


meditation garden and concessionaire-leased 


commercial areas / convenience shops, fitness gym, 


laundromat. 


Great Deals. For as low as P8,990.00 monthly. Or 


el 


choose your option: No downpjyment or no interest 


or low amortization plans. 


PRI CROWNASIA 
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Your home of choice. 
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NOW THAT THE RAINY SEASON IS COM- 
ing, itis again time to look at our houses and 
buildings with an eye to avoiding problems 
regarding roof leaks. As in many other in- 
stances, it is better to prepare and prevent 
problem situations from arising, rather than 
having to drain and patch an already leaking 
roof. An essential part of prevention is proper 
planning and design. 

Simplicity is the key. The simpler the roof- 
ing configuration, the less chances you have 
of leaks. A simpler plan also precludes less 
maintenance consid- 
erations. ^ Roofing 
costs are lower too. À 
complicated roofing 
design may look good 
on paper but mot 
when you start spend- 
ing a fortune on re- 
pairs and mainte- 
nance, At the onset, 
pose the challenge ofa 
simple roof design to 
your architect and ask 
him to exercise his 
creativity elsewhere. 

Consider good roof- 
ing material. Manufacturers would know the 
ideal roofing material for your building type, 
as well as how best to install the material you 
prefer. Consider their recommendation, it is 
not only product knowledge they bring to the 
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Designing against roof leaks 


Angle Drain 


Acts better than floor drain in 
3 reducing chances of clogging 


DECK 
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APPROPRIATE: Garage roof slopes 
towards Front 


=f 


He Monolythic Reinforced 


| -. Concrete Slab 


Inside Gutter 


Seepage 


Earth 


1 


Cavity wall 
catches 


seepage : Y 


before it INAPPROPRIATE: Garage roof 


reaches slopes towards supporting wall 
basement 


fore, but the strength of product warranty 
that you can fall back on later. They can like- 
wise suggest the correct undersheeting for 
your roof tiles or the proper slope required by 
other materials you may choose. 


Basic guide 

Water should flow or drain away from the 
building. Remembering this basic guide when 
considering the structure, may help you avoid 
leaky situations. Avoid inside gutters. The 
faster the water drains from your roof the bet- 
ter. The less potential clogging areas there 
are, the easier its to maintain 

Roof decks do not have to be potential leak 
sources, as long as they are monolithic, prop. 
erly reinforced and drain properly to external 
collector drains. Wall-angle or scoffer drains. 
or wire basket strainer drains are better than 
the regular floor drains for decks. Leaves and 
litter may cause the latter to clog, increasing 
the chance of leaks. Provide adequate down- 


Perforated pipes serves 
same purpose 


Provide space along perimeter 
with grade elevation lower 
than your basement level 


Artistic draining system 
Draining systems can be handled artstical- 
An ly Chains and collector vases may be used in 

place of downspouts. 

; In Europe, a more sensible approach has 
essential peen wo construct downspouts that are much 
bigger than gutters, In Japan, trenches are 
part of used in lieu of gutters. Stones are arranged in 
the trenches in such a way that they produce 


+ soothing sounds when hit by rainwater falling 
prevention from the roof. In other countries, concealed 


spouts, enough to prevent clogging especially 
during strong rain. Take note that itis easier 
toservice these spouts from the ground rather 
than from the roof. 

For rooms below grade, prioritize ways to 
drain the water away faster, rather than 
methods to prevent water from seeping in. 
This is where perforated pipe drains and 
double cavity walls work better than water- 
proofing 

Provide cleaning and maintenance access 


Even before the need arises, ask your archi- 
tect, sanitary engineer or developer for the 
proper way to maintain your storm drains. 
‘They must have ready and practical solutions 
to its accessibility and cleaning 

Do not depend on waterproofing chemi- 
cals. The roofing system should not leak even 
without a layer of waterproofing. The appli- 
cation of chemicals must only be a second line 
of defense. If you are dependent on it, expect 
higher regular maintenance costs. 


is proper 
planning 
and 
design 


ARELAXING resort lifestyle can be 
experienced at Bali Mansions, 


South Forbes to energize 
new real estate boom 


ere P 


CATHAY Land 
president Jeffrey Ng 


NOW THAT PROPERTY SERVICES AND CON- 
sultancy firm CB Richard Ellis (CBRE) is project- 
ing a long-term recovery and appreciation in 
property values starting this year, the world- 
class project of South Forbes Golf City is poised 
to further energize—and capitalize on—the 
projected property boom. 

Said CBRE in its recently released Asia Pacific 
Investment Review for the second half of 2005: 
"With... the announcement of a number of new 
projects across all major real estate sectors, the 
real estate market appears to be entering the be- 
ginning of long-term recovery, a trend that will 
See property values begin to appreciate this 
year.” 


No way to go but up 

‘The firm also noted that office space rentals 
and sales in business districts have no way to go 
but up with continued demand from call centers 
and business process outsourcing (BPO) firms 

^As for activity in the luxury residential seg- 
ment, CBRE mentioned that sales will be driven 
by large-scale condominium and residential 
projects for the middle class and high-end 
leisure housing developments, ‘The company 
noted that sales in this particular sector wil like- 
ly be fueled by remittances from overseas-based 
Filipinos and the need of the expatriate commu- 
nity for posh residences. 

‘The CBRE research in particular singled out 
‘one world-class project: South Forbes. "One 
such retirement/leisure project worth noting is 
Cathay Land's new South Forbes Golf City. Lo- 
cated south of Metro Manila, this 250-hectare, 
P5.25-billion project will become the countrys 
world-class golf resort city, combining residen- 


THE YAMATO js the largest Modern Zen residence at Tokyo Mansions. 


tial, leisure, business, commercial and golf 
amenities in one location,” CBRE specified. 


Fastest selling 

For his part, Cathay Land president Jeffrey 
Ng noted that South Forbes’ unique offering of 
themed developments has made it the fastest- 
selling golf residential community in the coun- 
ny today. The charming homes at the Mediter- 
ranean villas are ideal for starting families. The. 
resort-inspired residences at Bali Mansions and 
the Zen community of Tokyo Mansions, mean- 
while, are much sought after by those belonging, 
tothe high-end market. 

‘Another project, Golf View Terraces, isa best- 
seller among top individuals who are looking 
forward to having the vista of the fairways of the 
world-class 18-hole South Forbes Golf Club 
from their units balconies on a daily basis, "This 
condo project is ideal for overseas-based Fil- 
ipinos and foreigners," Ng noted. 

South Forbes’ remarkable sales milestones 
can be attributed to its unbeatable offering to 
investors and potential residents: a free golf 
membership, at no activation fee, to the South 
Forbes Golf Club, This course was designed by 
no other than Asia's leading golf course design- 
er, the International Management Group (IMG). 
South Forbes, as the first and only affiliate of the. 
exclusive golf club of IMG SportsClub, also gives 
member-residents worldwide perks. They can 
play and get huge discounts in 42 top golf cours- 
esin Asia, North America and Europe 


Another themed dev’t 

"To continue whetting the appetite of the in- 
vestor and homeowner markets for more inno- 
vative projects, South Forbes is set to launch an- 
other themed development, Chateaux de Paris, 
within the next few weeks. 

"As the name implies, Chateaux de Paris will 
feature homes inspired by the grandeur of the 
lovely city of Paris and sprawling gardens,” Ng 
said, He added that this innovative project will 
further promote South Forbes as a choice invest- 
ment for Filipinos. 

Wise investors can leam more about the 
choice investment options at South Forbes sim- 
ply by calling 635-7777 or 631-8855 or visiting 
‘www.southforbes.com. 


‘ 


water drainpipes are replaced by open shal- 
low swells which are easier to maintai 

It is time to rethink standard practices and 
turn to more practical approaches to roof de- 
sign, particular for our extreme weather con- 
ditions. We can research schemes that may be 
unused here but have worked elsewhere. This 
capacity to adapt and innovate, combined 
with practicality and artistic creativity, will 
help us achieve the perfect leak-resistant 
roof, 


Portofino: The new Alabang 


EVERYTHING HAS A REASON, IT HAS 
often been sald. How the south of Manila 
progressed is proof that accidents do not’ 
appen. While reality did not immediately 
reflect the grandeur of the imagination, Al- 
abang has now developed and taken its 
rightful place among the prominent central 
business districts in the metropolis. 

"This growing southern hub is no longer a 
satellite of Makati, but has risen to become a 
satellite of the world. The far south is boom- 
ing with its technology and light industry 
parks churning out laptops, cars and semi- 
conductors. At the heart of this phenomenal 
growth is Brittany Corp., a maverick real es- 
tate developer that has made tuming the 
majesty of one's limitless imagination into a 
reality. 

AS real estate developments from the mid- 
to high-end move deeper south, the in- 
creased southern traffic has not affected the 
steady rise of property value in Alabangs up- 
scale subdivisions since they were first sold 
over a decade ago. A true visionary, Brittany 
has foreseen the suburban expansion south 
of Manila and has developed properties suit- 
ed to the more discriminating clients that are 
accustomed to the high life and everything 
that it entails, ts response to this demand? 
‘The Portofino development. This project 
brings together glamour and investment 
savy in one breath-taking package. 


Value appreciation 

‘Adjacent to the central business district of 
Alabang, Portofino has upped its value quick- 
ly even if it hasn't been in the market that 
long. Portofino has several pre-designed, Ital- 
ian-Mediterranean inspired home and lot 
packages, The Cezanne, the 193-square-me- 
ter (2076 sq ft) home, built on 224-sq-m lot, 
opened in the market at PB million, Today, 


Mediterranean-inspired home isa. 
masterpiece in both form and function. 


ARESPLENDENT dome welcomes visitors to Portofino. 


THE FLAGSHIP model home of The 
Masters Collection, Michelangelo is a 
renaissance in luxurious Italian living. 


the same home and lot package has a mini- 
mum asking price of close to P11 million. The 
Raphael, with a 249-sq-m interior, and 306- 
sq-m lot, is worth P13 million today, and had 
an original asking price of P10 million 

A stunning expanse of rolling terrain and 
spectacular architecture, Portofino is the pre- 
mier residential development of the near 
south, with several phases totaling over 300 
hectares. Drawing inspiration from the ital 
ian vision for la dolce vita, this expression of 
what may be the sweetest life possible in the 
country is a master-planned community that 
truly understands what it means to live ones 
life to the fullest. Cobblestones, sun- 
drenched colors, balconies and cupolas 
transport its residents to a world like no oth 
e 


Major developments ‘ 

"The Italian-Mediterranean theme is ĉon- 
sistent at each phase of the project. The first 
two phases have already been sold out, pur- 
chased by new homeowners and property 
speculators. Among the major Portofino de- 
velopments are the Courtyards of Portofino 
and The Masters Collection. 

The Courtyard home and lot packages 
start at P10 million. The Masters Collection 
offers eight distinctive homes to choose from, 
starting at about P20 million for the home 
and lot package. Several of the model homes 
are now on display, including the 625-sq-m 
flagship home, The Michelangelo. Lot own- 
ers can also have their own custom houses 
built, but architectural designs must conform 
to the Italian-Mediterrancan design of the 
community 

For inquiries and property previews, 
please call 850-2868 or 850-3084, or visit 
Wwvtbrittamycom.ph. 
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dard of the United Kingdom, Natural Color 
System Europe, RAL Colors of Germany and 
Nova Colors of Scandinavia. 

Additional color selection from Davies’ 
color galleries and other paint companies are 
also available. 

Aside from these color selections, cus- 
tomers can also choose to have their own col- 
ors matched using Davies spectrophotomer, 
a high-tech instrument that gives out the col- 
or formula in an instant. The matched colors 
will then be stored in the company's color 
computer along with the customer's name 
for future reference and ordering. 
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CrownAsia wins Trusted Brand 
award from Reader's Digest 


CROWNASIA, THE COUNTRYS 
biggest builder of homes and master- 
planned communities for urban hous- 
ing, is a winner in the Reader's Digesť’s 
8th annual survey of brand perfor- 
mance, having been voted a Trusted 
Brand in the Philippine property mar- 
ket. 

With its leadership in building 
homes and communities for middle-in- 
come families not only in Metro Manila 
but all over the country, CrownAsia 
eamed a Gold Trusted Brand Award in 
the survey. The Gold award is a catego- 


1y for brands nominated by partici- 
pants that score well above their com- 
petitors. Survey respondents scored 
brands for six core qualities: trustwor- 
thiness, credibility of image, quality 
value, how well the brand understands 
consumers’ needs, and its ability to in 
novate. 
Track record 

With a track record established over 
the last decade, CrownAsia is a pioneer 
MasterPlanned Community (MPC) 
Developer in the Philippines, commit- 


ted to developing an upgraded line of 
residential community projects. 

"From the start, our focus has 
been to help middle-income fami- 
lies build homes and communities 
that will fulfill their lifelong 
dreams," said Jerry Navarette, 
Crownásia president. "Each of our 
communities combines strategic lo- 
cation and well-planned land use, 
offering homeowners a range of op- 
portunities within a single, self-con- 
tained and environmentally respon- 
sible community,” he added. 


“What is also interesting if you visit a 
Davies Color Factory station is the Color Im- 
age program, whereby a photograph of the 
customer's home or building will be convert- 
ed digitally and downloaded to a computer. 
By masking on screen the areas the client 
want to paint, the Color Image program will 
place the chosen ready-to-mix color or color 
combination and a digital print-out will be 
produced so the customer may be able to vi- 
sualize,” related Lilibeth Ducut-Abais of LA 
Ducut and Co., the organizer of the upcom- 
ing 14th Construction Show Cebu where this 
Davies technology will be featured, 

Abais said the whole process makes paint 
mixing much more accurate and less expen- 
sive. 


E 


pt = 

[NofdripsqnolciackseenowwOLsics 
Fee waived 

‘Abais added Davies will even waive the 
service fee from the Color Image processing 
if the customer decides to have the chosen 
colors mixed at the Davies Color Factory sta- 
tion 

“To further explain this breakthrough ser- 
vice, the Davies Color Factory station will be 
set up during the 
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DSGI DIATECH SUCCESS GROUP INC. 
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esses REPAIR / RE-INSTALLATION JOBS NATIONWIDE 


construction show, 
which will be held 
from June 2 to June 
5 at the Cebu Trade 
Hall, 3/Floor SM 
City Cebu" im 
formed Abais. fi 

The Construction p 
Show Cebu (e-mail: 
construction- 
show@ladu- 
cutcom) is the 
longest and the 
biggest running an- 
nual — construction 
exhibit in the south- 
ern Philippines. 
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Absolute Mold and Fungi Control 


Preserve tne natural beaul of your wooden fumitures by 
providing them with the extreme protecton from Leadrite 
a highly effective formulation against moid and fng infestation, 
Tong Lasting 
Compatible to commonly used insecticides and adjuvants 
Safe to use and biodegradable 


Unit 1103 Paragon Plaza, 
EDSA cor. Reliance St., 
Mandaluyong City 


Tel. Nos.: 687-9010 + 687-7490 
687-7942 « 687-2576 
Fax No.: 687-0461 
E-mail:info@leadsagri.com 
fodegala@leadsagri.com 


www.leadsagri.com 
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delightful sound of gushing streams , rustling Waves, and 


r 'ctious faughter of the ones you love; Just some of 


the sensory pleasures of living It up at Sun Valley Estates. 
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100% WATERPROOF 


Flexseal 


Elastomeric Paint 
in the Philippines | sc 


Available in 27 colors Sess 


2005 National Shopper's Choice Ax 
-AMPBRID e. 
RSA ere Posen 


Available through 


waterproofing Pain 
D 
The td, — 25) 
ELASTOMERIC PAINT? 
"in the Philippinesij"™ 


Elastomeric 


29 Standard Colors 
(factory int avalatie upon request) 
im Sheen and Sern Gloss 


Outstanding 
Flexibility & 
Elongation! 
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$ with a solid and undisputable history of in- —— As The Residences at Greenbelt proceeds 
i tegrity and reliability, Ayala Land Premier is full steam ahead with its scheduled comple- 
the only high-end real estate developer in the tion and turnover, Ayala Land Premier has 
Philippines and in the region as well that brought in one of the world's most respected 
could arguably provide property owners with structural consulting firms to fortify the pro- 
only the best master-planned living spaces ject’s reliability and give assurance to unit 
and structures. This is because Ayala Land owners that their dream of high life comes ev- 
Premier teams up with only the best partners er more close to reality. 
and consultants in the various fields involved Magnusson Klemencic Associates Inc. 
in property development, who are at par with (MKA), an 82-year-old company with projects 
this industry leader's years of experience and in 46 states and 40 countries and has engi- 
capability. neered some of the most significant structural 
ee and civil engineering projects in the world. 
‘Structural integrity MKA president Ron Klemencic is chair of the 
For such a lofty goal as The Residences at Tall Buildings Council, an international orga- 
Greenbelt, structural engineer Aromin & Sy nization established to facilitate professional 
has worked very closely with Ayala Land Pre- exchanges among all those involved in all as- 
mier from the inception of the project, ensur- pects of the planning, design, construction 
ing the structural integrity of the ground- and operation of tll buildings. MKA is actual- 
breaking development in Makati City. ly no stranger to The Residences at Greenbelt 
The foundations of The Residences at as it had already been part of the conceptual- 
Greenbelt’s initial two towers—the Laguna ization of project from the very beginning. 
and the San Lorenzo—currently under con- 
struction and on track for turnover inthe very Assurance 
near future, are set at 13 to 18 meters below MKA principal Larry G. Karlson visited the 
the ground. The site upon which The Resi- site last March 27 and noted that both the Lagu- 
ences at Greenbelt stands consists of solid na and San Lorenzo Towers of The Residences 
adobe bedrock, as confirmed by numerous at Greenbelt are supported on a mat foundation. 
soil tests conducted in the area. This was also bearing on bedrock at elevations ranging from 
reconfirmed by Aromin & Sy and geotechni- 1310 18 meters below street level. 
cal consultant Dr. Salvador Reyes. He emphasized that any ground or clay soil 
layer movements within the immediate vicin- 
ity of the project site, though technically no 
longer even within the scope of responsibility 
or property of Ayala Land Premier, has nẹgli, 
gible, if no effect at all on the structifidlsty 
soundness of The Residences at Greenbelt s% 
Pd 
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Makati will become a reality when The Residences at 
Greenbelt, the latest and most luxurious condomini- 
um offering from Ayala Land Premier, rises right in the heart 
fiy ofGreenbel and the Makati shopping district 
A division of Ayala Land, the prime developer of choice 


MS 


t 


y 


p7 


Ideal location M 

"The location of The Residences is defiñite; s 
ly ideal for high-rise projects,” he empha 
sized. 

Centrally located right at Greenbelt, the 
country's only lifestyle center, The Residences 
At a hundred eighty meters above sea level at Greenbelt is the only condominium devel- 

‘opment inextricably linked and located with- 

in the heart of the Makati Central Business 

District. It is the embodiment of Ayala Land 

YO U CAN A (le M O Sali S E E F Q R EV E R à Premiers commitment to providing exem- 

. Tp 3 plary living standards for the cosmopolitan 

dweller. Ayala Land Premier (ALP) is the new 

name for the top-end developments of Ayala 

Land providing exclusivity, security, ultimate 

comfort and privacy. It embodies Ayala Land's 

trademark legacy of enhancing the residents’ 

quality of life with its portfolio of prime loca- 
tions and trophy addresses. 
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SM Mall. «3: 
of Asia opens 
tomorrow 


ENVISIONED AS THE PREMIERE DES- 

A tination in the Asia Pacific region, the SM 

LI i Mall of Asia opens its doors to the public. 
P 

When the world gets too small for comfort, few places offer the benefit : ADAE Eu 

B opening include a panoramic view of he 

i Y world famous Manila Bay, the country's first 

of a truly fresh perspective. Introducing The Peak in Terrazzas de Punta ert aces bei as re 

". ing rink, over 600 local and international” 
Fuego. Esconced high above the eastern slope of the Nasugbu mountain 3 | brands as well as 

ý. ri over 150 ae 
range, The Peak offers an exclusive escape to the most invigorating views d nu 

The 386,000- 
square-meter mall 
is located on a 19- 
hectare property 
on Bay Boulevard 
in Pasay City Iis c 
SM Prime Hold- 
ing? 25th su- 
permall and the 
company’s mos E... ^ 
ambitious project 
to date. FOUNTAINS 

The complex 
consists of four buildings linked by elevated 
walkways—the Main Mall, the North Park- 
ing Building, the South Parking Building, 
and the Entertainment Center Building. 

‘The Main Mall will include shopping and 
dining establishments, the Food Court and 
the counny's first Olympic-size ice skating 
rink. The South Parking Building will house 
the SM department store and half of the 
5,000 parking spaces. 

The North Parking Building will include 
the SM Hypermarket and more dining ar- 
eas. Internal north and south streets were 
converted to landscaped pedestrian walk- 
ways, with outdoor retail and dining ten- 
ans 
ToLemeny ar, " f b> F One of the mall's attractions is the Enter- 
BATANGAS. manan 1 tainment Center Building, which will offer 
a spectacular view of the Bay with outdoor 
dining balconies and landscaped terraces. It 
will house 10 theaters, including a Direc- 
tor's Club and the country's first Imax the- 
er, 

‘The Mall of Asia's breathtakingly beauti- 
ful design is essentially abstract and mod- 
em. The curvilenear planes can be read ei- 
ther as sails or waves or wings, and it is this 
very abstraction which renders the design | 
timeless, constantly reinvented in people's} 


The malls interiors were designed with 
the customers in mind. Shop frontages and 
balustrades are largely glass in order to 
maximize views of the merchandise. Circu- 
1 lar forms like waves, zigzags, and ovals also 
d allow bener views of the. shops when 

TERRAZ CS | | ent liq S ons, Sighs 
floor, and ceilings, while defintely striking 

de PUNTA FUEGO 3 in design, are kept simple, In general, the. 

interiors are kept clean and free of uneces- 

The Country's Premiere Seaside Community sary details, o that they will nt overpower 
the tenants and their merchandise. 1 

While the mall's exteriors are party based 
PEN on functional considerations, the design 


LANDCO goes beyond mere functionality, giving n 


PACIFIC more dynamic aesthetic to the mil Exteri- 
or walls are expressed as curving planes, in- 
See For property sles and inquires cal +632 8093848 mobile +920 9017119 Eod ee nier pene 
Veris oa iaie HMEMAMENE and performance areas. Skylights are a var- 

ied progression of squares and oval forms. 
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Editor Pam Pastor. 
Creative Director Tim Yap. 


Ang NATURAL na sofusion 


Valerio Minera 


JUAN CAGUICLA 
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red carpet Ampalaya & Guovop. fk; 

ja ma men GENIAL DIN 
a 5 pee 
Juan in Paris 3 = ; Genial Dew ay isang traditional na her 
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sa Diabetes at Alta-Presyon 


French Spring in Manila 2006, Alliance 

Francaise de Manille and the French 
Embassy in Manila are delighted to present “Re- 
gards croisés : Parispace/Paristreet" exhibit of 
photography by Juan Caguicla. 

Juan Caguicla’s Regards croisés: | p; 3 T 
Parispace/Paristreet is a distinctive dual vi- : | TOW 
sion of an often romanticized world, through 
the raggedly honest, impartial lens of his cam- 
era. Thick with irony and a strange kind of |- A 
beauty, it is essentially a visual diptych, a por- | 0% - 1 i9; 
trayal of two remarkably different visions of a 1 e 
single city—the grand, the romantic, and the | * St. Francis 
sophisticated, against the gritty, the unsenti- | > UW sauare 
‘mental, and the starkly real. ORTISAS CENTER 

This show opens at the lobby of Ayala |. i poc 9 
Greenbelt 3, Tuesday, May 16, and runs until ^ 
June 1, 2006, These are also simultaneously 
displayed at the Alliance Française de Manille 
‘Total Gallery, 209 Nicanor Garcia Street (for- 
merly Reposo St.), Bel Air 2, Makati City. 


Grand Raffle Draw on 
May 21, 2006, 6pm 
with Special Guest 
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D Vi id ! . 
a inci 4 BB " pont Vinci code fanatic who keeps on 


blabbing about the controversial 


E É 4 
I Iesse facts the book has, as if it was the 
E i z 2 only truth in the whole world? 
5 1 $ Thats offending. When some- 
i uH body lets you question your faith. 


or disproves it just because 


he/she read the Da Vinci code, 
By Pepe Diokno filmmaker, has won the Ishmael _ What is faith? Is there a dif- that's offensive. ap. 


Bemal Award for Young Cinema, -ference between faith and reli- [79 1 But the people who judge the j 
HIS: IS GREAT. wasa participant at the Berlinale gion? .L pus book negatively are also, offen- 
Everyone seems lent Campus at the Berlin Inter. _ Raya: Faith isa personal thing E F sive. Ies okay if you express that 
my tational Film Fest; and has won Religion existsin the commune. : ) you didn't like it because you just 
to want to talk thekodak Achievement Award for —— Joseph: Yeah. Faith is one’s Simply did not like it. But for peo- 
about "The Da Vinci 35mm Best Thesis. belief in something, be it a per- ^ ple to actually say it's a bad novel 
Code.” (And boy must , Wetalkedaboutissuesrelated son, a deity, an ideal or any sort 2 because it features several con- 
į | Columbia Pictures be © the book. If you pull your at- of entity. There is a difference i troversies about the Catholic 
i bhappy) les been all mon away from the expers between faith and religion: Re 3 faith, they're bad. People. who 
PPY) for a moment, you might hear ligion is usually a more struc- 3 take the book with a close mind 
over this paper, all over voicesthatliveintherealworld. tured set of spiritual beliefs, are the ones who tend to become: 
TV and onthe Internet. Why do you think people are’ while faith alone does not offensive. 
1 Irsa media frenzy! so freaked out over the Da Vinci usually have any sort of set 4 Raya: | think Tès an interesting 
| Then- again, you already Code? : doctrines and dogmas. t perspective to have. Its premise 
i know that. You know all the Anne: I think people are C3: PIL put it in terms of SO tests one's openness to views 
T hoopla surrounding it. The freaked out at movies that deal painting. My passion to- E g rather than offend. 
uninitiated don't even have to. with religion because we're sode- paint is my faith. The paper, 0519 $ How old do you think one 
| Aipa page ofthe book to know fensive about it. We don’t want the watercolor (or any oth- should be to read the book or 
what it’s about. Weall know its Our religion to be questioned, er medium), is my religion. ‘watch the movie? (It was given | 
© aims, and the counter- maybe because we don’t know Kumbaga, religion is a vehi- an R18 rating here.) n 
claims, And we also knowhow What we believe in in the first dle of faith. : 2 C: Its not an issue of how old. 
T irae some people are getting place. Werethreatenedthatwell — Is it possible to have faith Ive met kids who are smart 
y over it. stop believing once we see things without religion? What is your” “CJ: I dort think all Church enough to understand the novel 
Ë There are groups who want froma different point of view. opinion of people who do not teachings are divinely inspired. I or the movie, without getting too 
i it banned, groups who wanta Raya: “The Da Vinci Code” re- adhere to one religion? consider the Bible as something ‘obsessed with it. And yet there 
Jiecaimer insened before the ally isn’t about the Magdalene CJ: I don't think that faith “divinely inspired, bit those who may be people in their 50's or 40's 
+ film, anda government official proposition or conspiracy within without religion is possible. teach it, or interpret it would al- 3 who are not open minded enough 
i ho says it shouldnt even be the Church, because there's been Here's an analogy: water is faith ways have biases, or motives, may 3 to get the novel or the movie. Im 
talked about lest we “get Other theories sprouting that and religion is the bottle. For wa- it be political or personal. Another. s 4 mot in the place to tell people 
y struck by lightning.” (Thatwas aren't directly connected to the tertoatleastbe consumed or“ex- example is the Spanish peri- what to watch and what not to 
f last weeks "Proof our govern. Da Vinci issues. I think it's about perienced, we need a bortle—or od—isn't it obvious that Church — i: watch. It's a personal choice: 
|. ment oficials are modern men” questioning the Church and old hand—to drink it from. teachings were just icing on top of What do you think of efforts 
i moment) institutional traditions. Human On the other hand, I think that the cake of colonization? X to ban the movie? (It was re- 
$ "Pm not saying these people Soeetyisstillargely conservative people (who don't adhere to ons Do you think God is dis- ; cently banned in the City ‘of 
[are crazy. I know they're not and challenging older notions religion) are just “maximizing” mayed or offended by the 4 Manila) n: 
| backwardthinking, ^ close and beliefs naturally shakes the the privilege to choose. Ofcourse book? AS ‘anne: They are futile. The. 
$ minded people, who are trying human system. s each religion demands one's loy- Anne: If you see it from a reli- more attention is given to it, the 
* to protect their own glass tow- Do you think the bool, in any alty, but I think it's more a politi- gious point of view, you'd say He's. " re people will become curious 
ers, No. They just obviously Way, attacks one's faith? cal issue than a spiritual one. offended because you're not'sup- Y i r desperate to see it. They'll 
care about the youth of today, Joseph: Jesus Christ is a very. .-.Anne: I think-irs possible to . posed to-question Him; ibs:s.si; $ Mid ways. The more it’s sup- 
Whose minds shouldn't be cor- sacred figure in the Christian reli-. have. faith without religion. I, However, questioning is p e i essed, the more antagonistic 
rupted co- ion and to say that he married a think people who do not adhere freedom He has given us. Chris- - people will become. 
-P yés, the yout: Weve woman'and had children-with to one religion are probably not sanity gives way to religious dia- - Joseph: I think it is ridiculous. 
-heard kom.theologists, and a her is quite blasphemous, from a satisfied with one religion's, ex- -logue, and I think this book should Most movies produced are bound 
bevy of other "ists" but we Christian point of view. Howev-  planations of certain things. By” just fall under that. don't thinkit's 7 nd at least some-people. 
“have not heard much from us er I do realize that Dan Brown's me, they're okay, as long as they right to condemn religions, butifit } but that, does not mean it they 
young people. So I gathered a „book is intended as a work of fic. dont offend anybody or try to. happens that they condemn ui, ild be banned. If you:think a 
few Super friends, and held a tionandmotasadeliberareattack shoot down those who are truly” were not supposed to fight back, is going to offend you, then 
discussion. (Yes, we are capable on the Christian faith. religious. As the saying goes, “when pro- you should not see it, but 
cvofthat) Here theyare: a. nm: , C): It depends on the reader. If , Do you think that all Church, voked, respond with lov there are a’ lot of people who 
Joseph Villanueva is 19, is" the reader lets the book attack “teachings are divinely "in!" CJ: don't think God isöfténd. Bi iot find the movie offe 
a student at the University of his/her faith, then it does attack  spired? ed at the book itself. I think He ive, and banning the movie 
(California. in Los Angeles one’sfaith. Butifthereadertakes. Anne: No. Some teachings just -might be a bit disappointed. at à d be unfair to them. 
(UCLA), and hopes to major in it just as another fiction novel, stem from man's insatiable ap- those who read it and took it in an [F C: Sorry, but I have to be rude. 
“Business Economics. there would be no attack. petite for power. Like the Cru- the wrong way. I think He is sad think it's stupid. It’s very offen- 
anne Silva, 17, isan incom. Anne: I think if attacks one’s - sades. True, the Vatican apolo- that there are people whom he ~ "ive to know there are people who 
ing freshman at the Ateneo de. Christian eligion, butmotexaciy gizedforthat,butback then, peo: gave enough intellect and heart, offend yowinanyway2eemrmi-- actualy think they are in the place 
Manila University. faith. ple thought that killing was cor- yet did not use it. But thinkGod Joseph: Asa Christian, yes Ido _ to tellyou what to watch and what 
CJ de Silva, 18, is a visual  Raya:Feithisanabstractthing. rect because the Pope said so. and Jesus are beyond what the find the book's portrayal of Christ not to watch. It’s annoying how 
"iürtist, and has had four one- | think the book bases much on Just shows how even the Church Catholic Church teaches. I think offensive to my religious beliefs: there are people that assume the 
Woman exhibits. She is a fine concrete ideas, material ideas. If can make faulty teachings. What they are considerate enough to CJ: I think the people who ab- capabilities of Filipinos to under- 
`p woman exhibits. he i eny ones faith is dependent on that, if whatwe're being told obelieve see that the world is very diverse. sorb the book so much are the stand and process the movie, We 
ofthe Philippines. Y then in a way yes. But you know now is proved to be erroneous in Sol think they understand. ones who tend to offend. Isn’t it are no longer infants who are so 
Raya Martinisa 21-year-old how that kind of faith goes Did the book, or its premise, annoying when you meet a Da naive and who do not know 
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By Chabs Rubio NESTLE CHICK. Mylene Dizonis FITNESSE FAB. Reema Chanco 
one sexy momma Nestle Fitnesse event 
J J ES, 1 KNOW THE RAINY SEASON HAS ss pini rune va 


arrived. Amidst the dark gloomy 
clouds thatthe storms have brought in, B Curtis just 
1 can't help but help wax nostalgic about last fj doesit for us. 
season's summer escapades. 
The minute Super! arrived on the shores of 
summer's favorite island, I overheard a speak- 
er announce a belly dancing class by Mylene 
Dizon. 1 looked around for the fit mom and 
à saw her leading a class of like minded women 
APLUS. Addict endorsers Cristina Garcia wiggling their hips under the banner of Nesile 
and Tim Yap enjoy the sunset Fitnesse Cereal. You see, Bora is not just for 
Tu semea the party crazy tribe, it is also for the health 
conscious set, as Lobserved women stretching 
it out all in the sun all in the name of fitness. 
Bxercise is the new ecstacy,” we at Super! 
once declared, 
ș By sunset, I hopped over to Pier One where 
Y spotted Century Tuna's Ricardo Po hand in E FREEDOM FROM FAT, Nancy 


asad ice es Panes ae ee Bianco embodies healthyliving Castiglione celebrates her igure 
see old friends enjoying their freedom with- € sas had tgione cel ig 


outa care in the world. 


E etree 


1 SUMMER 
: z HOLIDAY. 
SWIM FAN. Skim boarding with Paolo Ricardo 
Paraiso in Nike Vision ta 
Around the island, Super! contributing Panlilio 
Bubbles photog Ramon Mangila was taking snapshots spotted 
Paraiso of hipsters wearing Nike Vision, the sporty ; ‘at Pier 
donning v eyewear of choice of my Addict mobile mates y One 
Nike's latest A, Cristina Garcia, Kelly Misa and Brent Javier. 
eyewear? y ‘Actors Jackie Castillejo, Michael de Mesa and 
a Vp Paolo Paraiso also bathed in the sun donning 
these as pretty young things Anne Curtis and 
Bubbles Paraiso turned heads. 
Ah summer! 
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Vinci code fanatic who keeps on 


^ blabbing about the controversial 

facts the book has, as if it was the 

only truth in the whole world? 

Thats offending. When some 

i body lets you question your faith 


Or disproves it just because 


3 he/she read the Da Vinci code, 
By Pepe Diokno filmmaker, has won the Ishmael What is that’s offensive. 


Bernal Award for Young Cinema, -ference between faith and rel E. But the people who judge the 
T= IS GREAT. Wasa participant at the Berlinale gion? $ ig book negatively are also offen- 


‘Talent Campus at the Berlin Inter- Raya: Faith is a personal thing. sive. It's okay if you express that 
Everyone seems io; Film Fest; and has won Religion exists in the commun you didn't like it because you just 


to want to talk the Kodak Achievement Award for Joseph: Yeah. Faith is one's Simply did not like it. But for peo. 
about "The Da Vinci 35mm Best Thesis. belief in something, be it a per- ple to actually say it’s a bad novel 
Code.” (And boy, must We talked about issues related son, a deity, an ideal or any sort E Y 2 3 because it features several con 
Columbia Pictures be tothe book. If you pull your at, of entity. There is a difference 5 Gaveriog about the Catholic 
happy) Its been all "On away from the “expers” between faith and religion. Re- N faith, they're had. People who 

PY.) for a moment, you might hear ligion is usually a more struc- " take thé book with a close mind 
over this paper, all over voices thatlivein the real world. tured set of spiritual beliefs, are the ones who tend to become 
TV and on the Internet. Why do you think people are while faith alone does not offensive. 

It's a media frenzy! so freaked out over theDaVinei usually have any sort of set Raya: I think it's an interesting 

‘Then. again, you already Code? doctrines and dogmas. perspective to have. Its premise 
know that. You know all the _ Anne: I think people are CJ: PIL put it in terms of tests one’s openness to views 
hoopla surrounding it. The freaked out at movies that deal painting. My passion to E rather than offend. 

‘uninitiated don't even have to With religion becausewe'resode- paint is my faith. The paper, E How old do you think one 
flipapageofthebooktoknow fensive about it. We don’t want the ‘watercolor (or any oth- i should be to read the book or 
whatirsabout.Weallknowits Our religion to be questioned, er medium), is my religion. watch the movie? (It was given 
Claims, and the counter- maybe because we dont know Kumbaga, religion isa vehi- an R18 rating here.) 

claims. And we also knowhow what we believe in in the first cle of faith. CJ: Its not an issue of how old 
irate some people are getting Place. We're threatened that we'll — Is it possible to have faith Ive met kids who are smart 
overit. stop believing once we see things without religion? What is your CJ: 1 don't think all Church enough to understand the novel 

‘There are groups who want from a different point of view. opinion of people who do not teachings are divinely inspired. I or the movie, without getting too 
it banned, groups who want a Raya: “The Da Vinci Code” re- adhere to one religion? consider the Bible as something obsessed with it. And yet there 
disclaimer inserted before the ally isn’t about the Magdalene CJ: 1 dont think that faith “divinely inspired, but those who may be people in their 50's or 40's 
film, and a government official proposition or conspiracy within without religion is possible. teach it, or interpret it would al- who are not open minded enough 
who says it shouldn't even be the Church, because there’s been Here's an analogy: water is faith ways have biases, or motives, may to get the novel or the movie. I'm 
talked about lest we "get other theories sprouting that and religion is the bottle. For wa- itbe political or personal. Another not in the place to tell people 
struck by lightning.” (Thatwas aren't directly connected to the tertoatleastbeconsumedor"ex- example is the Spanish peri- : what to watch and what not to 
last weeks "Proof our govern- Da Vinci issues. I think i's about _perienced,” we need a botle—or od—isn't it obvious that Church " watch. It's a personal choice. 
ment officials are modern men" questioning the Church and old hand—to drink it from. teachings were just icing on top of 5 4 What do you think of efforts. 
moneat) institutional traditions. Human On the other hand, I think that the cake of colonization? - à to ban the movie? (It was re- 

Tm not saying these people society isstill largely conservative people (who don’t adhere to one Do you think God is dis- É ^ Y ‘cently banned in the City of| 
are crazy I know they're not and challenging older notions religion) are just “maximizing” mayed or offended by the 7 4 Manila.) 
backward-thinking, ^ close. and beliefs naturally shakes the the privilege to choose. Of course book? d ‘Anne: They are futile. The 
minded people, who are trying human system. : each religion demands one's k ‘Anne: If you see it from a reli- more attention is given to it, the 
to protect their own glass tow- Do you think the book, in any alty, but I think it’s more a politi-  gious point of view, you'd say He's «yg 1 more people will become curious 
ers. No. They just obviously Way attacks one's faith? cal issue than a spiritual one. offended because you're not sup- 4 " and desperate to see it. They! 
care about the youth of today, Joseph: Jesus Christ is a very Anne: | think it's possible to posed to question Him; its a sim: d Y “uidfind ways. The more its sup 
whose minds shouldn't be cor. Sacred figure in the Christian reli- have faith without religion. ! However, questioning is part piessed, the more antagonist « 
rupted gion and to say that he married a think people who do not adhere freedom He has given us. Chris- 2 SCOPE will become. 

Oh yes, the youth. We've woman and had children with to one religion are probably not  tianity gives way to religious dia- Joseph: | think it is ridiculo: 
heard from theologists, and a her is quite blasphemous, satisfied with one religion's ex- logue, and 1 think this book should Most'movies produced are bou 
bevy of other “ists,” but we Christians point of view. Howev. planations of certain things. By just fall under that. I don't think it's offend at least some peop’ 
have not heard much from us ef, | do realize that Dan Brown's me, they're okay, as long as they right ro condemn religions, but if it that, does not mean it th 
young people. So I gathered a book is intended as a work of fic- don't offend anybody or try to happens that they condemn us, hould be banned. If you thin. 
low Siber fiends, and held a tion and notasadeliberate attack shoot down those who are truly we're not supposed to fight back. movie is going to offend you, th 
discussion. (Yes, weare capable On the Christian faith religious. As the saying goes, "when pro- Peps you should not see it, li 
of that.) Here they are: CJ: It depends on the reader. if Do you think that all Church voked, respond with love.” re are a lot of people w 

Joseph Villanueva is 19, is the reader lets the book attack teachings are divinely in- CJ: I domt think God is offend- jiit'not find the movie offen. 
a student at the University of his/her faith, then it does attack  spired? ed at the book itself. I think He ? Ne, and banning the movie 
Califonia in Los Angeles one's faith. But ifthe readertakes Anne: No. Some teachings just might be a bit disappointed ar^: $S onid be unfair to them. 
(UCLA), and hopes to majorin it just as another fiction novel, stem from man’s insatiable ap- those who read it and took it in F CJ: Sorry, but I have to be ruc! 
Business Economics. there would be no attack. petite for power. Like the Cru- rhe wrong way. I think He is sad i J| think ies stupid. tes very offen 
PHA ee Silva 17 ean incom- _ Anne: I think it attacks ones sades. True, the Vatican apolo- that there aze people whom he ee. Five to know there are people who 
ing heshman at the Ateneo de Christian religion, but not exacly gied for that, but back hen, peo- gave enough intellect and heart, offend you inanyway@rerm » actually think hoy area the pl 
Manila University. faith. ple thought that killing was cor- yer did not use it. But I thinkGod Joseph: As a Christian, yes Ido torell you what to watch and what. 

CJ de Silva, 18, is a visual _ Raya:Faithisanabstractthing. rect because the Pope said so. and Jesus are beyond what the find the book's portrayal of Christ not to watch. It's annoying how 

Yartist, and has had four one- 1 think the book bases much on Just shows how even the Church Catholic Church teaches. 1 think offensive to my religious beliefs. there are people that assume the 
Tae and Ms She ea fine concrete ideas, material ideas. If can make faulty teachings. What they are considerate enough to CJ: 1 think the people who ab- capabilities of Filipinos to under 
soma dena ihe University ones faith is dependent on that, if what we're being told tobelieve see that the world is very diverse. sorb the book so much are the stand and process the movie Wi 

of the Philippines. then in a way yes. But you know now is proved to be erroneous in Sol think they understand. ones who tend to offend. Isn't it are no longer infants who are »o 
Raya Martin isa 21-year-old howthatkind of faith goes... the future? Did the book, or its premise, annoying when you meet a Da naive and who do not know 
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By Chabs Rubio 


FS, I KNOW THE RAINY SEASON HAS 
Y artived. Amidst the dark gloomy 
clouds that the storms have brought in, H Curtis just 
{can’t help but help wax nostalgic about last B doesitfor us. 
season's summer escapades. 
The minute Super! arrived on the shores of 
ammer's favorite island, I overheard a speak 
er announce a belly dancing class by Myler 
Dizon. | looked around for the fit mom and 
- = saw her leading a class of like minded women 
APLUS. Addict endorsers Cristina Garcia wiggling their hips under the banner of Nestle 
and Tim Yap enjoy the sunset Fitnesse Cereal. You see, Bora is not just for 
the party crazy tribe, it is also for the health 
conscious set, as I observed women stretching 
it out all in the sun all in the name of fitness. 
"Exercise is the new ecstacy,” we at Super! 
once declared, 
By sunset, hopped over to Pier One where 


Y'potted Century Tuna’s Ricardo Po hand in re S FITNESSE ICON. Jackie Lou FREEDOM FROM FAT. Nancy 


bared vos Tr aaa a iss Sey aos a Blanco embodies healthy living Castiglione celebrates her figure 
sce old friends enjoying their freedom with- wont ealthy living Castigi r i 


‘outa care in the world. 


| NENNT. 
NESTLE CHICK. MyleneDizonis FITNESSE FAB. Reema Chanco 
one sexy momma t the Nestle Fitnesse event 


SUMMER 
E curre M ELLA HOLIDAY 
SWIM FAN. Skim boarding with Paolo Ricardo 
Iis. aati Paraiso in Nike Vision. Po and. 
BEACH Trish 
BUBS. Around the island, Super! contributing M Panlilio 
Bubbles 3 photog Ramon Mangila was taking snapshots spotted 
Paraiso of hipsters wearing Nike Vision, the sporty at Pier 
donning / , eyewear of choice of my Addict mobile mates Ș ‘One 
Nike's latest UNA Cristina Garcia, Kelly Misa and Brent Javier 
preis ad 4 V NX. Actors Jackie Castillejo, Michael de Mesa and 
1 Paolo Paraiso also bathed in the sun donning 
rese as pretty young things Anne Curtis and 
Bubbles Paraiso turned heads. 
‘Ah summer! 
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what's right and what's wrong. It 
makes me feel bad. 

. "s Raya: We've going back to the 
medieval tim 

Do you think that the gov- 

. ernment is right to ban movies 
in general? 

sza Raya: Nos 
+ Joseph: In my opinion, the on- 
ly time a:government has the 
right to ban any movie is during 
a time of war, when the movie in 
question could significantly low- 
et the countrys morale. Aside 
from that, no 1 do not think: a 
government should ban movies. 

Anne: Porn. Pm talking about 

the kind you see in those really 
‘old cinemas; the ones where sex- 

sual acts are done in the 
movie—and in the movie house. 
If the.government can curb that 
garbage, then maybe we'd have a 
better society. 

+. CJ; think its wrong. {thinkin 
a democratic country like our: 
there should always be a choice. 
Banning a.movie doesn't make, 
Filipinos smarter; it just makes 
usignorant. 

What do you think of cutting 
novies? (Censors cutting "ques- 
tionable” parts ofamovie) . , 

‘Anne: I think it’s okay, espe 
cially in films that are exaggerat^ 
edly gory or sexual, but still have 
good content. Pm a fan of films. 
"Which are just suggestive and en- 
tail the use of your own imagina- 
tion. It makes you more engaged. 
in watching the movie and ana- 
lyzing events. 

- CJ: Ies very disrespectful to the 
vision ofthe filmmaker. If the film- 
maker puts it in the fiim, then 
somehow, it is needed. Cutting 
‘scenes equates to cutting the mes- 
sage the flm wants to express. 
^ Raya:-I'm.totally against cen- 
sorship. It beats the artists pur- 
pose of freedom of expression. 
‘They say we don't have censor- 
ship in the Philippines, but the 
system clearly has a heavy hand 
on things. 

The Philippine government 
B has banned movies like “Live 
Show" and "The Last Tempta- 


DEFENSE 
SYSTEM 


tion of Christ.” What do you 
think this says about Filipino 
society? 

‘Anne: I think we're threatened 
by things we don’t know about. 
We're not as educated as we may 
think we are. When we see these 
things we don't know how to deal 
with, weld rather not see it at all, 

CJ: think our society is strag- 
gling in a battle against ignorance 
and blind morality. There are 
people who still see fellow Fil- 
ipinos as litle, naive kids who are 
unable to understand these kinds 
of movies. I also think that we 
have this “plastic” mentality 
wanting to mask everything 
that’s “unpleasant.” Let's take the 
movie Live Show. This film was 
banned for having highly sexual 
scenes and profanity. But this 
movie is roughly based on real 
life situations. Live shows actual- 
ly happen; people cuss on streets 


when they're angry. That's what 
draws to me to the conclusion 
that Filipino society is still imma- 
ture—itdenies the reality instead 
of facing it. We also don't try to 
see things in different perspec- 
tives. s4 

Raya: I don't think this says 
much about Filipino society but 
more of a certain controlling 
class who assumes an authorita- 
tiverolein society. I think it saysa. 
iot about how the government is 
presumptuous of the society it- 
self. Ies like "they can't handle it” 
but really its them who can't. I 
believe the people are smart 
enough to assess things by them- 
selves, and it's really offensive to 
become in à position and say 
“hey, this will shake people's be; 
liefs.” It’s their faith that's futile, 
and that's why they're scared. 

Will you watch “The Da Vinci 
Code"? i 


Sabi ni Mommy,... 
Take Protexin RESTORE regularly 
With my happy SIDA 
fon 


Protexirt 


ESYORE 


A soluble Probiotics & Prebiotics with 7 lacto & 
bifido strains for your child's digestive wellness. 
Try it now!!! Racommended by Doctors 


Doctors Choice, Alied Amesco, Farmacia Southern, A." pupunan 

Negros Grace Pharmacy, lloilo Grace Pharmacy 52 

Call : (02) 8079288; (02) 4133707; (032) 4145224, 
(034).4348638, (082) 3059372 & (054) 4732060 


Your heart is the center of activity In your 
Every part of your system depends on it. 
body benefits. 


entire body, providing n. 

all the cells in your tissues, oF 

bones. The blood moves from the heart. 

arteries, then into tiny tubes called cap d 
finally into the veins that lead back to your heart: 


Although your heart is a 
be damaged by disease and popr living 


smoking, an unhealthy diet; lackiof exercise 


stress. All these may weaken your body and hamper 
your blood circulation, 


Ensure helps Du off the harmful effects of free 


radicals caused by these unhealthy habits. les unique 
Heart Defense System creates a shield around = 
your heart to help protect you from an-attacie * 


Joseph: Yes I will. 1 want to see 
what all the hype is about, and I must 
admit that the trailer makes the 
movie seem really interesting. 

CJ: will I think it's a good movie. 

Raya: Maybe not because it's Ron 
Howard. But Pll end up watching it 
anyway one of these days. Haven't 
heard anything positive about the 
movie though. And not just from reli- 
gious extremists. 

Anne: Td like to watch it, but I can't. 
yet. &^ 96* R-18 rating! So I guess Tm 
stuck with the book. For now. 

Email. the 


author. -at 


pepe@iampepe.com. 
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Heart protection 


RED. 


Ensure your heart. Ensure your life, 
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Whats right and what's wrong. It 
makes me feel bad. 

Raya: We've going back to the 
medieval times. 

Do you think that the gov- 
‘ernment is right to ban movies 
in general? 

«Raya: No. 

Joseph: In my opinion, the on- 
ly time a government has the 
right to ban any movie is during 
atime of war, when the movie in 
question could significantly low- 
et the country's morale. Aside 
from that, no I do not think a 
government should ban movies. 

‘Anne: Porn. I'm talking about 
the kind you see in those really 
old cinemas; the ones where sex- 
ual acts are done in the 
movie—and in the movie house. 
If the government can curb that 
garbage, then maybe we'd havea 
better society. 

CJ: think its wrong. I thinkin 
a democratic country like ours, 
there should always be a choice. 
Banning a-movie doesn't make 
Filipinos smarter; it just makes 
us ignorant. 

What do you think of cutting 
movies? (Censors cutting “ques- 
tionable” parts of a movie.) 

‘Anne: I think it's okay, espe- 
cially in films that are exaggerat- 
edly gory or sexual, but still have 
good content. I'm a fan of films 
‘which are just suggestive and en- 
tail the use of your own imagina- 
tion. It makes you more engaged 
in watching the movie and ana- 
lyzing events. 

CJ: Its very disrespectful to the 
vision of the filmmaker. If the film- 
maker puts it in the film, then 
somehow, it is needed. Cutting 
scenes equates to cutting the mes- 
sage the film wants to express. 

Raya: I'm totally against cen- 
sorship. It beats the artists pur- 
pose of freedom of expression. 
‘They say we don't have censor- 
ship in the Philippines, but the 
system clearly has a heavy hand 
on things. 

The Philippine government 
has banned movies like “Live 
Show" and "The Last Tempta- 


tion of Christ.” What do you 
think this says about Filipino 
society? 

‘Anne: I think we're threatened 
by things we don't know about. 
We're not as educated as we may 
think we are. When we see these 
things we don’t know how to deal 
with, we'd rather not see itat all. 

Cj: I think our society is strug- 
sling in a battle against ignorance 
and blind morality. There are 
people who still see fellow Fil- 
ipinos as little, naive kids who are 
unable to understand these kinds 
of movies. I also think that we 
have this “plastic” mentality 
wanting to mask everything 
that’s "unpleasant." Let's take the 
movie Live Show. This film was 
banned for having highly sexual 
scenes and profanity. But this 
movie is roughly based on real 
life situations. Live shows actual- 
ly happen; people cuss on streets 


when they're angry. That's what 
draws to me to the conclusion 
that Filipino society is still imma- 
ture—it denies the reality instead 
of facing it. We also don’t try to 
see things in different perspec- 
tives. 

Raya: 1 don't think this says 
much about Filipino society but 
more of a certain controlling 
class who assumes an authorita- 
tive role in society. I think it saysa 
lot about how the government is 
presumptuous of the society it- 
self. Ies like "they can't handle it” 
but really it’s them who can’t. I 
believe the people are smart 
enough to assess things by them- 
selves, and it's really offensive to 
become in à position and say, 
“hey, this will shake people's be- 
liefs.” I's their faith that’s futile, 
and that’s why they're scared. 

Will you watch “The Da Vinci 
Code"? 


Sabi ni Mommy, 
Take Protexin RESTORE regularly 
With my ney ummy 


INDIGESTION 
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Protexiri 
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"e 


A soluble Probiotics & Prebiotics with 7 lacto & 
bifido strains for your child's digestive wellness & 


Try it now!!! 


Recommended by Doctors. 


Luzon : Manson Drig, South Star, Emelyr's, Peralta 

VieMin’: Rose “Pharmacy,” Universe, La Nueva, 

Doctors Choice; Alied Amesco, Farmacia Southern, 

Negros Grace Pharmacy, lolo Grace Pharmacy ikas 

Cali + (02) 8079288; (02) 4133707; (032) 4145224, 
(034) 4348638, (082)'3059372 & (054) 4732060 


Joseph: Yes I will. I want to see 
what all the hype is about, and I must. 
admit that the trailer makes the 
movie seem really interesting. 

CJ: Iwill. I think it's a good movie. 

Raya: Maybe not because it's Ron 
Howard. But I'l end up watching it 
anyway one of these days. Haven't 
heard anything positive about the 
movie though. And not just from reli- 
gious extremists. 

Anne: Td like to watch it, but I can't 
yet. & ^ 96* R-18 rating! Sol guess I'm 
stuck with the book. For now. 
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Stoned, but not totally insane 


HEN A 35-YEAR-OLD DJ INVITES name of Sir Tom Jones (whose mighty 
an aging 66-year-old crooner to But Nick Bracegirdle, the brainchild behind repertoire stretches from the 1965 
dabble into dance music, some 


powerhouse dance outfit Chicane, is no fool. smash, “Its Not Unusual,” to the chart- 
naysayers might regard this musical experi- And a Grammy-winning musical giant by the topping “Sex Bomb” in 1999) wasn’t 


ment asa recipe for disaster. 


‘Your Vislon is Our Mission. 


Suite 1004-1005 Medical Plaza Makati, Amorsolo St. 
cor. Dela Rosa St. Legaspi Vilage, Makati City 1229 
Tel 845-2714 / 844-3500 / 845-2656. 


knighted by the Queen for nothing. 

After taking some time off to write 
and regroup, Chicane—who last made 
headlines with the hit single "Love on 
the Run”—retums to reclaim his cov- 
eted place in the august halls of iub- 
landia. That is, with the help of the 
legendary, charismatic crooner. 

‘Over the past year, the two heavy 
‘weights have teamed up to produce a 
devastatingly contagious dance track, 
“Stoned in Love feat. Tom Jones,” 
which fuses Jones’ vintage vocals 
with  Bracegirdlés smooth] 
duced form of electronica. 
worldwide release last April 24, the 
single has been steadily climbing the 
global club charts; resting, as of late, 
at the sweet No. 7 spot. 

On Saturday, May 27, Chicane 
commandeers the decks of the World 
‘Trade Center to perform the killer 
track for his die-hard Filipino fans. 
Though Sir Tom won't be around to 
belt out the single's lung-busting cho- 
rus, you can count on Bracegirdle to 
pull out all the stops for another scin- 
tillating live show. For tickets, call 
723-8673 or 726-2523. 


Other Super! 24/7 
events: 


May 20, Saturday 

Sugar Free, Twisted Halo, Cambio, 
and Happy Meals at Saguijo; 20some- 
thing Saturdays at Mezze; Hale at 
Centerstage, SM Megamall Cinema 9; 
Cynthia Alexander at Conspiracy; 
Freshly Squeezed at Citrus; Quench 
w/ DJs Chip dela Calzada & Mac Cu- 
nanan at Quisine; Dance Deluxe w/ 
DJ Martin Pulgar at Embassy Club; 
Campusition Night at Mag:net Café ; 
Pump Saturdays at Jill's; DJ Badboy 
Jeff at Temple; Soundsgood DJs at 
Embassy Cuisine; Bam del Valle at 
Government; Dis Scratchmark & Bliss 
at Prince of Jaipur; Massive Saturdays 
at Bed; Wiseguys at Suburbia Malate 


May 21, Sunday 
Rivermaya at Expo Filipino; Ingrid 
Santamaria & the Adventist Chamber 


Hear Asia's Nightingale once more. At Ayala Malls, you'll witness Lani Misalucha's 


$ most-awaited comeback concert and enjoy a one-of-a-kind performance. 
$ So make a date with the diva and have a truly divine night. 


May 19, 2006 + SPM 
Ayala Center Cebu 
Customer Service: 
(032) 231-5342 loc. 324 


May 20, 2006 6PM 
Alabang Town Center 
‘Customer Service: 
842-2782, 772-1860 


May 21, 2006 6PM 


Glorietta 
Customer Service: 
752-7272 


Paolo R. Reyes 
Janine Cuenco-Dar 


at Francisco Santiago Hall; Regards 

Juan Caguicla photo exhibit 

nce Francaise; Tony Twigg: 

ations at Galleria Duemila; 

Champagne Lunch at Paseo Uno at 
Mandarin Oriental 


May 22, Monday 

Bridge at 70s Bistro; Ethan band at 
Teinple; I Don't Like Mondays! w/ DJ 
Ro at Gweilos Makati; Teresa Avila at 
The Tivoli; Dawn & Jessie at Merk's; 
Wine Buffet at The Lounge; Eastwind 
Jazz Trio at Captain's Bar; Follies de 
Mwah at Club Mwah 


May 23, Tuesday 

Jammin’ Reggae w/ Brownman 
Revival at Conspiracy; Wahijuara at 
70s Bistro; Severo, The Late Isabel, 
and Jeepney Joy Ride at Saguijo; Pan- 
icw/ DJs Alessandra Tinio & Chi Cas- 
tafieda, The Sleepyheads, Irie-I, Day 
One Movement, & Dead Pop Stars at 
Zen; Salsa Night w/ Salsa Filipinas at 
Mezze; The Bloomfields at Dish; Kick- 
back Tuesdays at Manila DJ Club; 
Guarana at Café Havana Greenbelt; 
Acoustic Night at Temple; Spirit of'67 
at Captain's Bar 


May 24, Wednesday 

Up Dharma Down at 70s Bistro; 
Weekend Wednesdays w/ DJ Boyet 
Almazan at Strumm's; Discotech w/ 
DJ Papi Santos at Mezze; DJs Karl Ty 
& Cao Ocampo at Embassy Cuisine; 
Funksouljah at Manila DJ Club; May- 
onnaise at Saguijo; DJs Mars Miranda 
& Johnyverse at Embassy Club; Willy 
Wanka's Music Factory w/ Joffy Cruz 
at Gweilos Makati; DJ Crash at Tem- 
ple; Classic Wednesdays w/ DJ Brit at 
Government; Acoustic Night at 6Un- 
derground; Way Back Wednesdays at 
Bed; Jazz’ Night at Mag:Net Café 
Katipunan; Double Happiness at 
Prince of Jaipur, Julia Duncan at 
Merk's; Noel Cabangon at Conspira- 
cy; Wiseguys at Bagaberde Pasig 


ALAANI 


CHICANE live in Manila soon 


May 25, Thursday 

Nemanja Radulovic Concert at 
Philamlife Theater; Brownman Re- 
vival at 70s Bistro; LYC Gimme Shel- 
ter: A Benefit Show for Street Chil- 
dren at Conspiracy; BBC's HotBut- 
teredSoul w/ DJ Mike Constantino at. 
Sake Lab; GottaHaveHousel w/ DJs 
Mark Jentes & Wendell Garcia at 
Capone's; SPIT at Magnet" Café 
Katipunan; Fluxxe: Whatever. Thurs- 
days at Manila DJ Club; Latina Thurs- 
day at Prince of Jaipur, Supahstar DJ 
Thursdaze at Bed; DJ Badboy Jeff at 
Temple; Acoustic Jive at Merk's 


May 26, Friday 

Saguijo’s 2nd Year Anniversary 
Part 1 feat. Ciudad, Pedicab, Chicosci, 
Soapdish, Blast Ople, Boldstar 
Sleepyheads, Monkey Spank, The Bit- 
ter Pill, If Disco Is A Crime, Itchy 
Worms, Sugar Free, Imago, and An- 
gulo at Saguijo; Mojofly at Dish. 

We're Still Hot! The New 
Menopause Musical at Teatrino 
Promenade, Greenhills; Joey Ayala at 
Conspiracy; Decadance w/ Boyet Al- 
mazan at Jill's; DJ Benjo Marquez at 
Mezze; Fashion Fridays w/ DJs Karl 
Ty & GP Reyes at Citrus; DJ Owens 
Sun at Embassy Club; HouseBeats at 
Mati; MyHOUSE at M Café; Soul 
Shine w/ DJ Marie Garcia at Embassy 
Cuisine; DJ Brit at Government/Jive 
Fridays at Temple; The Jerks at 70s 
Bistro; Gogo Fridays at Bed; DJs 
Scratchmark & Shorty at Prince of 
Jaipur; Wiseguys at Virgin Café. 


E-mail: super@inquirt.coin ph 


Toxt us your feedback: Inquirer sup namelageciy/mossagetd 
07 (Globe) or 283 Sar) 


Be enteriaianel 


TRILLO TRIO, Tita, Angela and Annie. 
Trillo know their wine well. 


Tim Yap 


the world premiere of 

Da Vinci Code" at the 
opening of the most presti- 
gious cinematographic festi- 
val in the world, the Cannes 
Film Festival. 


a 
fet ing ete R digicams 


L AST WEDNESDAY WAS 


MacDowell and more movie stars 
would have sashayed down the red 
carpet, flaunting their Chopard jew. 


as she marches down the P: 
rubbing elbows with the E 

ous and (he beaut Insecure. 
Tri jebb proudly pa- 
lam a single mom, and people 
told me that my life would end as 
soon as | got pregnant. My life did 
start of a new 


cd as the audience roared with 
lause at the outspoken but confi 

dent lass in front of them. 
CANNES/ D2 


4 ^ 
SUPER SOMMELIER. 
Red's resident pouring 


Mouton Cadet Reserve 
Medoc Rouge 


Nokia N80 
with 3 Megapixel Camera 


FREE @ Plan 2500 
3G + Wi-Fi 
Expandable Memory 
THEBARON AND. m: à } : (o I EE MP3 + FM Radio 


Remote Control 


FREE Nokia bluetooth car speaker | = with every approved subscription. 


X 

É ET] —HÜ 

mto canpeT ravers, iii: 

Joey Mead and Claudine Experience the hill power of 3G NOKIA 


Trillo-Webb mie with the Addict Mobile 3C Sim. 


pH 


PRINCE ALBERT AND 
‘TITANIA. Chad Davis 
and Maricar Avellana 


MEZZE'S MARIE. Bobong 
Velez and Denise Albert 


1 N 


A FORMER Miss Mouton 
Cadet herself, Jenny 
Santi 


Bianca Valerio was re- 
cently named Miss Mouton 
Cadet 2006 at a sit down 
dinner pageant at Red at 
the Makati Shangri-la. It 
‘was attended by this town's 
top bar and restaurant own- 
ers and lovers of fine wine. 
Christopher Romine, the 
Shangs Chef de Cuisine, 
prepared a delightful de 
gustation that accompanied 
the bodacious Baron 
Philippe de Rothschild 
wines that overflowed that 
night. 

Titania's Tita Trillo, the 
Philippine's First Lady of 
wine, made sure everyone 
was in high spirits, includ- 
ing guest of honor Thierry 
de Tourniel, general man- 
ager of Baron Philippe de 
Rothschild Asia- Pacific. 
Francophiles gathered 
around the lovely ladies 
that represented various 
Mouton Cadet pouring es- 
tablishments. This lucky la- 
dy after all, will walk down 
the Cannes red carpet. 

1 spoke to some of the 
judges, including David 


MAN OF DISTINCTION. 
GigiMontinola 


CHOOSING MISS MOUTON. 
Cory Quirino at Red 


LUKE Moron of Marc. 
Jacobs and Frances Lim of 
Silk Cocoon 


LIFESTYLE setter Juana 


Chesnel 


Ennes of L'Oreal (the make- 
up sponsor of the festival) 
and Mega's Lorraine Bel- 
monte and they told me 
that this was no ordinary 
pageant—they were look- 
ing for personality more 
than beauty. "These day 
all women can look beau 
ful, but what will really set 
them apart is personality,” 
David, the beauty expert, 
reminded me. 

True enough, most girls 
gave beauty pageant cliches 
a run for their money. Bian- 


SUPERI SELECTION 
hese screens are made 


for jumping off of 


THE SM MALL OF ASIA OPENS ON THE 
21st, and man, is it huge. It is actually the 
largest mal 
mall houses one of the largest movie scree: 


Y 


Asia. Just a random tidbit. 


in the world. Another random tidbit. 


Anyway, as the mall opens tomorrow, so 
will the Philippines’ first IMAX theater—and I 
tell you all, it is a different experience. Imag- 
ine eight stories of the silver screen. It can be 
scary. 1 mean, what if Juday starts maki 
IMAX movies? Or Ai Aide las Alas? But m 


track. 


Imagine a 12,000 watt, 
digital surround sound system? Or imagine 


3D movies? 


Or wait. You won't have to imagine long. 
Aside from it opening tomorrow, prices are 
going to be affordable. "P150 for documen- 


cad EJ 
LOW 


he 


multi-channel, 


Manahan and French 
Ambassador Gerard 


WATCH out br their 
new Pinoy restaurant. 
Chef Rolando Laudico 
with wife Jackie 


ca was the most sponta- 
neous and real. "I was just 
informed of this a day ago, 
but as with anything I do, 1 
give it my best shot," said 
the model slash host slash 
young mom to Natassia as 
she took the audience for a 
spin with her candid humor 
and effortless poise. Denise 
Albert, proud that this par 
ticular pageant did not have 
a "height requirement," was 
first runner-up. Mezze's 
Bobong Velez was so proud 
of his bar's baby. 

The clincher was when 
Bianca was asked by hosts 
Dominic Uy and Gionna 
Cabrera, "If you were to be- 
come a wine, what wine 
would you be?" "Mouton 
Cadet, of course. Just like 
the qualities that embody a 
woman, itis strong and full 
bodied and yet has a mild 
and lingering effect that 
keeps you wanting more. 
Doesn't that personify me?” 
Even without knowing a 
sentence in French, thats 
how she got the judges nod. 


taries,” we're told. The reason for this is a 
partnership between SM, San Miguel and Co- 
ca-Cola. 

1, and over 500 other people were ushered 
into the 586-seater theater on Tuesday. We 
were shown two IMAX-size movies (IMAX has 
film ten times bigger than the conventional 
33mm). One was a 3D movie called “Nascar 
3D,” for which we had to wear the special po- 
larized glasses they handed out. The other 
was a 2D movie called, "Everest," which was 
especially meaningful ‘cause we had the 
womens’ Everest team with us, and because 
the first Filipino made it on Everest just two 
days after 

Both films will premiere when the theater 
opens tomorrow. 

IMAX is the movie experience. You havera 
see it, and, in the future maybe, bungee off t 
Fun. Pepe Diokno 


FRESH PRINCE of Jaipur, 


HOTEL DE LUXE. Peter MaxTarleja 


Jentes of Schwarzwalder 
with Tita Trillo 


ILLUSTRADOS. Thierry 
de Tourniel and Boni 
Pimentel 


ameet 


NO MATTER where yousitinthis OBVIOUSLY, the kids are having 

theater, soundis goood. Thank fun, But that's until the scene. 

you 12,000 watt digital surround where the giant 3D Trex comes 
up and eats them. 


— . i dt 
400-nlus days to go 


j heforeitdropsintheaters, — BEP ole Mae bith 
j the live-action Transformers ERTES- 
"—€——— ÁO uem sev 
ER. s serious geekgasms : 
SUPER! SELECTION es 
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timus .]q Hartford/nstitute 
Se epe cix ‘cee 

F Study in Singapore-or New Zealand! 
Education opens up more career options. Start investing in a premium 
qualification now. 
ADVANCED DIPLOMAS | BACHELORS 
Hartford Institute Central Gueensland University, 


Australia 
Advanced Diploma in Business " 
m Pisae: Bachelor of Business (Marketing) 


Marketing 

Marketing Communications MBA 

Management Central Queensland University, 
Retail Management Australia 

Events Management Master of Business Administration 


Wealth Management (Management) F 
Banking and Finance =| [ 
Advanced Diploma in Tourism & f 1 
Hospitality Management 


FULFILLS MORE FOR YOU! 


eyed, ESE 
[rc 


RafflesEducation Network 


| Open a DreamSavers Account and 
get a chance to win a trip for four 
to Hong Kong Disneyland. i 


Standard Chartered Bank, as the Official Bank Sponsor 
of Hong Kong Disneyland, is proud to introduce its 
latest offering - the DreamSavers Account. 


Open your account today and get a raffle ticket that 
could bring you and your family to Hong Kong 
Disneyland. With a DreamSavers Account, your 
child's excitement is sure to grow along with his savings. 


‘A chance to win a trip for four to Hong Kong Disneyland. 
Get your prints faster with he HP Photosmart 3110 Ali One. Now you no longer hove " 

Ce e ate wt ei barre tira copables ofa pin soe, operand P19,090  SIGAUNONE — 
' lex mochino, Wib ihe HP Photosmor 3110. pin Ai x6 in. [10 16cm x 15.24em] | 

olor photos in as lle os 14 seconds wit bint HP Vivero h 

So o Speedo digiti welch fworlh PI,800} with every purchase of ony por 
Pp Prien 


Watch the excitement grow when you call 830-1111 today. 


Promo nes rom Marc 2010 Juno 20,208, PorDI-NGR Pama no. 187. benes ol 2008 
sas soa beochaos fr compito noctanos 


i 
The Moni Bank Sponsor Hong ong Omran 


or (632) 867-3557 
ph.contaet@hp.com 


Standard ee 
1-800-1481-6688 d Chartered eS 
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By David Milan. 


AINSTREAM PHILIPI 
music industry ma 
to lack proper hiphop 


representation. But ything 
done underground, a furry of inde 
pendent hip-hop artists hi 
and establishin 
yh locally and abr 
of the camps making 
bulence Productions, a local inde. 
t label nner of this 
's Independent Artist of the Year 
the 2nd Annual Hip-Hop: 
ards. Headmastered by producer 
and founder, Bong "B-Roc" Andre 
along with BeatBox MC, Psylent an 
rapper/lyricist Nimbu 
lence recently headlined a show in 
T alongside Loon, of Diddy's 


~ EXPLORE WHAT'S 
SENSATIONAL 
ABOUT SUMMER 


STARBUCKS® Introduces , 
Indulgent New Beverages: 

Tropical Banana — Mocha; 
Frappuccino®, Banana Caramel | 
frappuccino* & Banana Cream 

Frappuccino® 


Just like summer, a cool and delicious 

il beverage is something that should be 
savored. This summer, while it might be [. 
difficult to sip these delicious new beverages 
slowly, Starbucks? invites you to discover 
ihree new, deliciously refreshing summer 
Frappuccino? Blended Beverages with a truly 
tropical twist: Banana Mocha Frappuccino® $° 
Blended Coffee, Banana Caramel 
Frappuceine Blended Coffee and Banana 
Gream Frappuccino® Blended Cream. 


For many, Starbucks® is a perfect place to 
escape the summertime heat, and Starbucks? 
has introduced new beverages that are sure | 
io become summer favorites. "The tropical 
faste of our new Banana Frappuccino® 
Blended Beverages make a hot & humid | 
summer day that much more delightful.” 
Banana Mocha f 
Me 
Frappuccino® f 
. Blended Coffee | 
is a tropical, soda 5 
fountain-inspired | 
treat that blends 


SUSHI 


RAP Nimbus Nine and Jin the MC 


g Turbe 


rich cocoa and É$ 


real banana purée È 
with coffee, milk | 
and ice and is} 
topped with 
whipped cream and j| 
brûlée sprinkles. — 
For the sweet tooth, E 
Banana Caramel 

Frappuccino® 

Blended Coffee 

ie a cool treat 

featuring coffee, 

Tk and ice, 

made more 

exciting with the 

flavors of buttery 

caramel and real 

banana purée, o, 


Finally, for those looking 
for an icy treat 
sans coffee, 
there's the 
Banana Cream 
Frappuccino® 
Blended Cream , 
which combines > 
the laste of fresh 
banana purée, 
milk and cream Ë 
with crunchy $ 
brûlée sprinkles. | 


All of these handcrafted beverages promise to 
provide an indulgent escape from the É 
expected. 


ice, Frappuccino® Blended Beverage is a 
handcrafted beverage introduced in 1995 bya 5 
group of Starbucks? baristas in California. The 
original Frappuccino® flavors — coffee and 
mocha - have been joined over the years by fj 


H 
E 
A cool blend of Starbucks® coffee, milk and i 
i 


Caramel Frappuccino? and Rhumba 
Frappuccino? and, now, for a limited time, Ẹ 


Banana Mocha Frappuccino® Blended Coffee, £ * 


Banana Caramel Frappuccino® Blended 
Coffee and Banana Cream Frappuccino® f 
Blended Cream. 


in The MC 


PINOY BAD BOYS. Nimbus Nine 
with P. Diddy posse Loon 
Amorsolo St. Makati 
n last April 19and 
I end on May 31. “The Commu. 
lalso spawn a DVD and CD, 
icipation of local 
M, Masta 
ift, DJ Ar 
biewon and morc 

For more information log on to 

www.turbulenceproductions.net 


2005 Starbucks Cote Compan 
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STONE PAPER AND SCISSORS. 
B-Roc and Marvelous 


lohi Fareed. 


E-mailt super@inquirer.com pi 
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Aspiring mixmasters can now turn their heat-üriven dreams 
into sonic reality at Manila's only DI school, Spin City 


T 13, I WAS AT THE 
Age floor of my beat- 
| driven dreams, moon- 
| lighting as the default DJ for my 
den birthday party. Of course, , z m 

Tall that meant was fading Nir-| |. (C s]. )*. 
jvana in (and fading C+C Music | | i SMART Gold 
"Factory out) using a beatup | | ^ à ha , h " 
; DiscMan and a Kenwood stereo. d in 1 R 
But still, despite the woefully! | 4 F : brings armony to your life. 
DIY conditions, I managed not to EO wi k , 
make everything sound like ear- 
t splitting sludge. i 


Gino dela Paz, © J 
-X decade or so later, 'm finally moving | 
up as far as those tween aspirations were | 
concerned. In the Sth floor of a blink-and- 
you'll-miss-t building, I stumbled upon a 
place where bedroom DJs can become offi- 
È cial turntablists: Spin City. 


Sonicboom 
p Like “Dexter's Laboratory” crossed with 
“Groove” crossed with “School of Rock,” L.- 
pin City started out as à class project for 
mastermind Jessie Suaco. As a freshman 
at the Center for International Education 
| (CIE), he needed to think of a business 
that was linked to a personal passion. In 
Jessie's case, it was definitely music. More 
specifically, mixing it. 
| “CIBis where college kids can learn in a 
non-traditional environment, where aca- 
demic rigor is defined as starting and 
growing your own enterprise,” explains 
| CIE director Lex Ledesma. "At the begin- 
ning, Jessie used our RCBC Plaza campus 
as his school at night, But because he has 
been doing well, he was able to get his 
‘own place.” 
j 
y 


Hogwarts for vinyl junkies 

But just like blending beats, running a 
DJ school is “trickier than it seems,” ac- 
cording to Jessie. This Hogwarts for vinyl 
junkies follows a detailed curriculum, 
‘something veteran DJ and Spin City in- 
structor Mon Maramba came up with 

$ more than 10 years ago. “Another DJ and I 
thought ofa step ladder process where the 
students build up the basic skills. The fun- 

Í damentals are emphasized as these are the 
habits they'll be using all throughout their 
DJing careers.” 

Unlike, say, your run-of-the-mill univer- 
sity philosophy lectures, classes at Spin 

| City are primarily designed not to pummel 
students with too much information. And 
the instruction is one-on-one. “The speed 

_ of progress is always adjusted to the rate of 
absorption and the students only move on 

1 to the next lesson if they have met certain 

j requirements," continues Mon. 

“For the basic course, students can pass 
if they can perform a simple 1-hour pro- 
gram using all the skills they learned while 

_ displaying some degree of creativity. Its a 

“recital ofsorts that we hold atthe school it- 

2 self. But soon we plan to hold this in public 

f venues as the crowds have been increas- 

fing" ijg 

! On the decks 5 PERE Only SMART Gold gives you a FREE Nokia N91 

j After DJ History 101, Mon went on to + 3G capability and Sennheiser PX-200 Headphones when you 

TEMPLE/EA dta avail of Plan 2500 until May 31, 2006. 
-2M ixel Camera Available only to SMART and non-SMART existing postpaid subscribers. 
JAENEMAKR: . Pina ees ‘subject to a 24-month lodein period, AN applications 
= Stan a are subject to SMART's credit guidelines. For details, please call *888 via 
Steet eae your SMART celfone or the SMART Hotline at 868-1111 or visit any 

SMART Wireless Center nearest you. 

Application requirements for existing SMART Gold subscribers: 

* Valid ID * Proof of billing * Proof of Income 

Requirements for applicants transferring from other networks: 

* Last 2 months" paid billing statements from current cellular 

network provider. * Valid ID 


| i) NOKIA sfnr3G 


m *u, FREE Sennheiser Headphones Connecting People uj 
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BY JESS ABRERA 


THEY'RE DEMANDING 
THAT YOU LET ME PLAY 
"WORLD OF WARQUEST™ 
THESE LAST Two WEEKS 
OF ScHool. 
T 


wes 
THAT? 


A PETITION 
SIGNED BY 
ALL OF MY 

CLASSMATES. 


‘JASON, I WANT YoU To 
Do YOUR BEST ON FINAL 
EXAMS, tF YOU PLAY THAT 


E 


Your, 
CLASSMATES 
REALIZE 
TaS, WHY 
Don't your 


m 
THAT 
WoULD 

GAME, IT'S NOT GOWNS 
To HAPPEN. 


ay 
5 


HEY, RON... YOU 
WANNA GO PLAY 
SOME GOLF? MY 

TREAT! 


INE GOT 
FINISH 


X CAN'T, BERNIE... 


PUZZLE 


r 


CA 


BY TOM ARMSTRONG 


TEL 
ML Ie 
d it 


AUG GALINE ) VE... PANO YUNG 4A 


NABIKTIMA VE 
RAPE, YUNG MEA 
DI NASWELDOHAN a 
NGA NALOKO SA 


KONTRATA s- ETC-ET, 
=a 


TM AFRAID HIS ADDICTION 
To YUNOKLU IS EVEN 
WORSE THAN YOU THOUGHT 


TO 
THIS 


BY JERRY SCOTT 


weet Got vee. Vez wow al 


WANS Te fb [when REALLY 
Coroner Hee 
LoT 06 
MY NOM 

use 


BAD Voice, 
GREAT ARM. 


pnmum 


ATOMO AND WEBOY 


BY LYRA GARCELLANO 


BY STEVEN PABALINAS 


oU CAN" SPREAD | WHY NoT?I! You'Re 
Rumors Agout | MM FRIEND. ‘tou SHoulD 
Be HAPPY I’M DoiNG 
SemeTHiNG THAT MAKES 


me HAPPY! 7X 


You'Re So SeLFisH! 
DiD You KNOW THAT? 
So SeLFisH! 


DiD I JUST Lose 
THAt ARGUMENT? 


HOROSCOPE 


BY FRANCIS 


DRAKE 


YOU BORN TODAY: You're intelligent, articulate and very skillful at expressing yourself. You have an investigative 


mind. You love to learn new things and travel to new places. 
constant stimulation. (No boredom, please!) The year ahead 


June 


GEMINI (May 21 to 
20): 


Your enthusiasm kee 


s you forever young. You want 
is unusually social an 


promises new love for many of 


Dave Thomas, comedian. 


LEO (July 23 to Aug. 


Artistic 22): Your appreciation. 


Birthdate of: Honore de Balzac, writer; Cher, actress/singer; 
help a friend today Per- 
can) 
TAURUS (April 20 to 
Second to the needs of 


ARIES (March 21 to 
EY fost 19): You definitely 
have an opportunity tO 

haps all this person 

needs is a sympathetic ear or a 
Shoulder to ery on. (Help if you 
May 20): You feel sel. 

tess today. You're pre 

pared to put your needs 

Someone who is suffer 

ing. You really want todo something 
to help someone else. (How noble.) 


friends inspire you now. 

Perhaps they believe in 

your efforts. Perhaps 
what they do shows you what you 
really are capable of. This helps you 
believe in yourself 


CANCER (June 21 to 
July 22): Some of you 
‘might fall in love with 
Your bass, today, You 


ave to look in the mir- 

ror and ask yourself if 
this is wise or really stupid. It’s very 
dicey ground. Dont do anything 
you'll regret later. 


Dairy CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 


1 Washington 


m 


25 Ubrary pavon 
16 Final stroke 


17 Verdi opera 


18 Telephone pole 
adjunct 


19 Cry out oud 
20 Formula math 


22 You, to Yves 


23 Beggod. 
25 Begins peace 


partner 
28 Financial hole 


2] Buenos _, 


20 Sas 
S pees Mant 


53 Film featuring "| 


Only Have 
Eyes for You" 


34 Improve to 
‘meal 2 


standard 
36 Puting a band 


By Tom Prace 


around 
Chicago, IL 


40 Best and 
Forber 
42 Norse 
‘goddesses of 
, , esty 
43 Group ot 
business 


3 Ausraion 
Capt 

a Vom ace 
Br 
inen 
pr 

s Seed as 
4 Gove ones 
comet 

o artara and 
, ies 
feam payer 

10 Pelo tn 
pear 

n dns 

12 Stat 

13 Don ones 
wes 

14 Rotequshes 

21 Eng space 

2 becomes more 
‘curd 

zs lesen. 

2 piere seners 

D Menan mode 

Eje 
perocicaly 

as fis ange ot 
cas 

Em 


people 
ton Fe NM 
1 48 Beer picks 
7, A9 Fundamental 
ir principle 
108 Tal mx 


‘Biron mones 
Seok up rays 
“$5 Wetea 
58 Dune sio 
iouis 
LEM 
one 
so Pat eeng 
[10 
malay 


DOWN 

1 ifingement 

2 Siiceous 
meteorte. 


44 Philppines port 
45 Olympic discus 
legend 


of beauty is heightened. 

today. Visit a park. Take 

a drive in the country. 
Go to beautiful stores, museums or 
galleries. 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 
S Sept. 22): Osher people 

V or willing to help you 

or give you things today. 


Reto your pockets openi 
Don't worry about srngs attached 
‘The universe wants to Be generous 
toyo. 
frends, partners. and 
ren member of the 


n general public are 


friendly and mutually sympathetic 
today. It’s a lovely day to enjoy the 


company of others. 
‘ant. You might also get 


some good ideas about 


how to improve your health. 
flirations and exciting, 


9 make your heart beat a 
litle faster today. Some 
people will meet their true love to- 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
22): Conversations with 


KIKO MACHINE 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nov. 21): People are co- 
operative at work today. 
Co-workers are pleas- 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
to Dec. 21): Romance, 


truley ang arko 

© iira haing 
Voto nj isang 
buwaya. Gupitin 


TEMON BEN! YOURE JUST SITTING 
ADU) ALL THE TIME! TAKE 
MIGUEL TO THE PARK OR 
SOMETHING? GET SOME. 
E753] 


BYJOMIKE TEJIDO 
N T 

j D 
A A "s 
(Jit ang buwaya 

Ot sr 


gid ng Tasa 
do-DAH May disenyo 
na! 


BY DANIEL SHELTON 


[PEERS 


GRABENG SIKSIKAN SA 
TREN KAHAPON TSK! ieee! 
MAGSUIITINING Buone. 
PAGKATAO Fo SA 

HINGA NG KATAS 


SABaYAN) mo sune 
Rigu Ne PAGHINGA 
ue KATABI MO. PPRA P 
ExitLE wh € NAGE- 
EXHALE KA FI, PI BAZ, 


BY MANIX ABRERA 


YUN NGA SANA E 
KASO ALANG KONSEPTO NG, 
TIMING | xL Pire 
POST (MODERN LANG 
PAGHINGA NIAT CDDTIMING 
PRG: BHALE NYA: 
mu Vo NA NGAI paenpot! 
WTI HO KA EA) et 


BY ELIZABETH CHIONGLO 


day (Ooh lala.) 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
10 Jan. 19): This is a 
M) wonderful day to redec: 
orate where you live or 
do something to make 
your home more attrac 
tive. You might want to buy art or 
something beautiful for yourself ora 


family member. 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
well today. This is also a 


Feb. 18): Contracts and 
negotiations go very 


PERD KUNG SIMAR) 
BUG oeste [Uu 2 
gui YAN $i 


E 
BART IBI 

JSINAME SA FRINTING 
Si JOHN 27 

NASPAN 


4 pood day to form part- 


nerships with others People are rea- 


PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
March 20): Trust your 
hunches about new 


sonable and willing to listen. 
ways to earn money You 
can boost your earnings 


today. Similarly, you 


might spend money on beautiful 
things. It sounds like easy come, 
easy gol 


SATURDAY, MAY 20, 2006 


AY 241S A DAY FOR SPEED, 
sports cars and sexy bodies. 
Mossimo and Asian Formula. 


F3) partnered to bring a special event. 


at the NBC Tent called "Mossimo Biki- 
ni Grand Prix." The extra dose of hot 
bikes and cool cars will undoubtedly 
inject the fifth Mossimo Bikini Summit 
with more energy and excitement. 
‘And the energy and excitement 
have been building up for weeks now. 
The final contestants were chosen 
ffom over 500 applicants between the 


ages of 18 and 25 and the contest has 
been keeping them busy. Press presen- 
tation at Discovery Suites last May 4, 
the Mossiino @ AF3 Race last May 7 
and the packed days at Boracay from 
May 101013. 

But the biggest nightis yet to come. 
On Wednesday the twenty candidates 
will feed the audience's need for speed 
as they tryto bag the prizes. 

Fasten’ your seatbelts and brace 
yourselves fora high-speed night with 
Mossimo., Ibert Pili 


The? 2 £j d 
of the Marie C 


TALENTED 
TURNTABLIST. DJ 
Jessie Suaco brings 
on the bpms 


Frompage El 
dissect the different parts of the vinyl 
turntable and CD mixer It all felt like. 
driving a car for the first time—kinda 
intimidating and a bit scary—espe- 
cially with all the buttons and knobs 1 
had to learn to control and stuff. But 
when I realized that, unlike driving a 
car for the first time, I wouldn't ram 
into a bus or fall into a ravine if or 
when I failed to properly cue a CD, 
my confidence came back scan- 
dalously fast. Music, please! 
Following that speedy tutorial, we 
moved on to Lesson #2: "Learning to 
Layer a Track on Top of Itself,” or some- 


It's more than just a credit card. 


Match & Win 


P1,000,000 


with your Citibank credit card! 


Calling all Citibank credit cardholders. 


Now you can be instant millionaires! 


Every single receipt of at least P1,000 charged to your Citibank credit card gives you 2 ways to win P1,000,000. 


1. Claim Instant Cash 


Match the last 6 digits of your Citibank credit card number with the 

6-digit approval code on your sales slip and get Instant cash of up to 

1,000,000, Just text the last 10 digits of your credit card number 
it approval code to 29768 to claim your prize 


Wore matching digits, more cas 


2. Jointhe Raffle Draw 


With or without a match, you also get a chance to win P1,000,000 
in the raffle. Just text the last 10 digits of your Citibank credit card 
number and the 6-digit approval code on your sales slip to 29768. 
Each unique text you send earns you one raffle entry. 


Follow these simple steps: 
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» 
^ DECKS} 
ANDDRUMS, 
ANDROCKN | 
ROLL. The 

Stanton C-304is 
‘what they use at 
Spin City. 4 


thing like that. By this 
time, Mon and I had moved | 
to the vinyl turntables. (See, if 
you know how to mix vinyl, mixing 4 
CDs is a cinch. The reverse doesn't 
hold, though.) 

Taking my love of technology too fa, 1 
grinned like an idiot when I found out 3 
that you could now mix MP3s in a DJ 
setup. Using Final Scratch-Traktor soft- 1 
‘ware, Spin City's PC mapped out my | 
MP3s, tuming them from mere 
megabytes into actual tracks I can ma- 
nipulate through blank vinyl records. T j 
guess that takes care of “the feel,” some. 
thing most old-school DJs say is missing 
when one handles CDs. n 

With that done, all T had to do next. 
was to pick my guinea pig tracks. "Be-*: 
cause the beats are very regular, deep! 
house and beach house are the easiest to^ 
mix,” Jessie advises. “Trance is trickier, {4 
while hiphop involves a lot of scratch- 
ing.” 

Bang that (ear)drum 

But since I wanted a respite from the °! 
kind of music every DJ seems to play 
(e, house and/or hiphop), I said I, 
eventually wanted to mix rock, which 
apparently takes a lot more skill. In the 
end I practiced with a little alt-country 
(Pete Yorn’s "Strange Condition”), then 
some electro-punk ` (Scissor - Sisters’ 
“Comfortably Numb"), and final 
J—okay I give—mainstream hiphop 
(Kanye West's “Touch The Sky"). Not 
bad, really. 4 

‘We're all used to listening in stereo so 
it was a bit odd to hear things in mono: 
"When you mix, you need to listen tof 
what's coming out of the speakers witt 
one ear while listening to what's spin- 
ning on the turntable with the other at 
the same time,” Mon reminds me. 
"Tough, but again, I sailed through that, 
too. ue 
“The next lesson, though, was where* 


mast, DJ students get stuck—pitch 
control. If you think everything so far 
was challenging enough, wait till two 
different tracks get tossed your way 
and it's your duty to figure out which 
has a faster or slower bpm (beats per 
minute). awe 

‘With the CD mixer, it's a bit more fót- 
giving. But on vinyl, you have to speed 
up or slow down the record manually 
(not to mention gracefully), adjusting 
the slide pitch to correspond with the 
slightest change in speed. When done 
right, the transition between songs is 
seamless and barely detectable. When 
it’s off, however, the disjointed beats can 
bang up your eardrums we than, er, 
William Hung. Remember him? 


Prime cuts 

Anyway, I'm all set for the rest of the 
course—analyzing song structures, 
creating a playlist, and finally building 
up for a recital. It sounds like an epic 
ending for something that started out | 
asa teenage hobby, but yeah, I'm more 4 
serious than not about wreaking ha 
ocon the decks gangsta-jungle style. It 
seems my fellow Spin City appren- 
tices, ranging from a 12-year-old girl 
to corporate types in their 40's, are just} 
asamped. 

Likewise, the peeps behind the DJ 
academy have awesome plans forthe fu- 
ture. "Were working on offering other 
DJing skills like scratching (or turntab- 
lism) and "digitalism" (laptop or com- 
puter-based DJing) for the near temm. 
Then, further on, music production and 
sound engineering," Mon discloses. "In 
the long run, it would be nice to see Spin. 
City offer other music courses but not 
necessarily in the traditional mold of 


4519 2345483000) Last é-dgts  P1000,000 classical music colleges... becoming sort 
4539 2222 22489000) Last Sigs P10,000 of a school for street music, Guitar 
14539 3333 33330000) Last digits P1000 lessons from your favorite rock star, any- 


" 4 c 
4539 7777 1777 7600) Last 3-<lglts 100 i Bi 2 one? 


x apt etim So someday, when you go to a suit- 
mo © © 
‘Resection dnie Citi 3456789000/121681/041706 
SERBIEN OUR TOR to ee 


ably trendy dive and hear a DJ spinning 
CITi«space»LAST 10 DIGITS OF YOUR CITIBANK CREDIT CARD NUMBER/ E 


spacerock bonfire anthems (from, say, 
The Arctic Monkeys), along with break- 
6-DIGIT APPROVAL CODE/TRANSACTION DATE (MMDDYY) 
and send to 29768 


beat and electro, you can bet your white 


Example the approval code on your sales sips R839000, teat ia 785000. 


label remix its me. By then, T should al- 
ready be a bonafide beatmaster, apply- 
ing everything learned at Spin City. , 

For inquiries about the 8-session CD 
mixing course (P6500) and vinyl mixing 
course (P8500), check out Spin City at the 
Sth Floor, Abba Building, Kalayaan Ave., 
Makati City (going to The Fort). E-mail 
them at hangthedj1@yahoo.com, Con- 
tact Jessie Suaco at 0917 8570987. 


Keep using your Citibank credit card from now until July 31, 2006 for more chances to be a millionaire! 
Call 995-9999 or visit www.citibank.com.ph for details. 


For enrollment details, contact the Cen- | 
ter for International Education (CIE) at 3 
the 28th Floor, Yuchengco Tower, RCBC | 
Plaza, Ayala cor. Buendia Ave, Makati 9 
City. Tel. (632) 887-2828 and (632) 753- $ 
2828, Website: www.ciemakati.edu.ph. 


— 


cítibank 


See yers for detalls, Per DTFNCR Permit No. 2323, Series of 2006, 


